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TO  THE 


READER. 


S the  Tranflator  of  the  following 
Treatife  had  no  other  view  in  of- 


fering it  to  the  Public,  but  to  be  of  fome 
ufe  to  his  Countrymen,  he  is  willing  to 
refer  the  merits  of  his  performance  to 
the  judgment  of  the  impartial  reader. 
Not  being  of  the  Faculty,  and  unac- 
quainted with  the  terms  and  procefles  of 
art,  he  is  very  fenfible  that  fome  inac- 
curacies may  have  crept  into  minute  de- 
fcriptions  of  difeafes,  their  fymptoms, 
and  cure.  But  the  applaufe  and  admi- 
ration with  which  the  original  was  read 
in  France,  for  whofe  benefit,  and  in 
whofe  language,  it  was  firft  published, 
and  the  fuccefs  which  attends  the  pro- 
per ufe  of  the  remedies  it  recommends. 
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made  him  think  that  a tranflation  of  it 
would  be  an  acceptable  prefent  to  the 
Englifh  reader,  if  the  general  meaning 
of  the  author  could  be  rendered  into 
our  language.  The  fuccefs  of  the  Tranf- 
lator’s  endeavours  to  gain  this  effential 
point,  will  anfwer  every  purpofe  he  had 
in  view,  if  the  work  fhall  prove  of  ufe 
to  thofe  who  will  give  themfelves  the 
trouble  to  perufe  it. 
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TREATISE 

O N 

LEAD. 


INTRODUCTION. 

T is  to  chance  alone  we  are  indebted 
$el  i 10$  for  the  major  part  of  the  remedies 
|£B  now  fuccefsfully  made  ufe  of  in  Stir- 

s'$gS£:5*£  gery  and  phyfic.  Nature  often  con  - 
ceals from  the  learned  thofe  fecrets,  which  (he 
afterwards  pie afes  to  communicate  to  the  igno- 
rant or  lefs  attentive.  The  difcovery  of  the 
peculiar  qualities  of  bark  and  mercury  was 
more  the  effect  of  chance  than  erudition.  But 
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2 A TREATISE  on  LEAD, 

though  we  are  indebted  to  the  former  for  the 
moft  approved  remedies,  it  is  not  from  that 
alone  we  can  ever  learn  the  proper  application 
of  them  : this  irraft  be  the  work  of  time,  of 
difcernment,  and  experience.  For  we  may 
venture  to  affirm,  that  the  effe&s  of  medi- 
cines rather  take  their  force  from  a proper 
judgment,  than  from  any  conftant  and  in- 
herent virtue  of  their  own  ; and  that  it  is  the 
judicious  timing  and  adapting  the  remedies, 
with  which  the  art  of  furgery  has  by  -degrees 
been  enriched  (many  of  which  perhaps  had 
better  be  curtailed),  that  ought  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal ftudy  of  the  Faculty.  Amongft  the  red, 
no  one,  I think,  deferves  a higher  rank  than 
Lead.  Nay,  I have  reafon  to  flatter  myfelf, 
that  when  the  reader  has  perilled  the  follow- 
ing Treatife,  he  will  be  inclined  to  think  this 
metal  one  of  the  moft  efficacious  remedies  for 
the  cure  of  moft  difeafes  which  require  the 
affiftance  of  furgery. 

It  is  true  that,  for  many  years  paft,  its  ge- 
neral virtues,  as  well  as  preparations,  have 
been  known  ; even  fome  difpenfatories  partly 
defcribe  the  Extract  of  Saturn  ; but  none 
give  any  account  of  the  various  modifications 
I make  it  undergo,  and  to  which  alone  I attri- 
bute its  furprifing  fuccefs. 

I by  no  means  pretend  to  publifh  this  com- 
pofition  of  the  Extraft,  as  any  new  difcovery 
of  my  own  ; my  only  intent,  in  this  Treatife, 
is,  to  lay  before  the  mailers  of  the  art,  and  the 
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Public,  the  various  forms  (if  I may  fo  fpeak) 
i have  given  this  Extract ; and  the  particular 
cafes  in  which  it  has  been  fpecific,  to  the  no 
Email  aftonifhment  of  the  Faculty.  I willingly 
refign  to  my  predecefiors  both  the  good  for- 
tune and  glory  of  having  made  the  firft  dif- 
coverv  > and  think  myfelf  fufficiently  recom- 
penled,  in  having  been  able  fo  far  to  modify 
this  medicine,  as  to  render  it  fuperior  to  any 
other  made  ufe  of  by  the  matters  of  the  art. 
Eels  prejudiced  in  favour  of  my  own  work, 
'than  inflamed  with  a defire  of  being  ufeful 
to  mankind,  I fliall  trouble  my  readers  more 
with  Obfervations  than  arguments : was  I to 
•defer  any  longer  making  them  public,  I 
lhould  have  reafon  to  reproach  myfelf  with 
robbing  the  community  of  an  ineftimable 
tre  afore. 

It  is  a fubjeett  of  no  fmall  furprile  to  me, 
tliat,  notwithftanding  the  many  known  and 
juftly  efteemed  properties  of  Lead,  the  difufe 
of  it  fhould  be  io  ^reat  in  the  prefent  age. 
What  elogiums  does  Galen  beftow  on  this 
metal,  in  his  tenth  book  of  fimple  medicines! 
How  many  celebrated  writers,  who  flouriflied 
after  this  commentator  of  Hippocrates,  have 
mentioned  it  with  enthuflafm  ? With  what 
particular  marks  of  dittin&ion  have  not  the 
chymifts  treated  it  ? What  can  poflibly  be 
more  conclufive  in  its  favour,  than  John  Be- 
guin’s  own  words,  a famous  chymift,  who 
lived  in  the  laft  century?  How  much  is  the 
ufe  of  this  metal  recommended  by  Pigrai, 
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Etmuller,  Fabricius  ab  Aqua  Pendente,  Gui 
de  Chauliac,  Letneri,  Stahl,  Mr.  Deidier, 
profeffor  at  Montpellier,  and  by  a thoufand 
others,  whofe  authorities  mult  have  great 
weight  ? 

Encouraged  by  fo  many  reputable  writers, 
but  convinced  {till  more  by  my  own  expe- 
rience, I found,  in  the  courfe  of  many  years 
practice,  that  the  Extract  of  Saturn  was  much 
wanted  in  furgery.  The  many  different 
forms  I have  given  this  medicine,  render  it 
very  proper  for  a variety  of  external  com- 
plaints. I fhould  with  difficulty  have  ad- 
vanced, that  it  had  fucceeded  in  fome  internal 
ones,  had  not  the  cures  been  performed  in 
the  prefence,  and  under  the  infpe&ion,  of 
many  celebrated  practitioners,  both  in  furgery 
and  phyfic,  at  Montpellier ; an  account  of 
which  I fliall  give  in  the  fequel.  I am  well 
convinced,  that,  in  general,  the  internal  ufe 
of  Lead  is  condemned  : but  may  it  not  be  de- 
prived of  its  noxious  quality  by  certain  pre- 
parations, and  adminiftered  in  fmall  dofes  ? 
•Does  not  Mr.  Van  Swieten  (an  author  of 
great  repute  in  the  prefent  age)  give  inter- 
nally the  corrofive  fublimate  with  great  fuc- 
cefs  ? But  I will  fay  no  more  on  this  head  ; 
my  defign  being  only  to  fhew  its  good  effedls 
in  external  complaints. 

My  own  experience,  conjointly  with  that  of 
many  of  the  Faculty,  gives  a fanCtion  to  this 
remedy ; proving  it,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be 
infinitely  fuperior  to  many  in  ufe.  The  faCls 
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are  indifputable;  the  Public  is  well  acquainted 
with  them;  and  the  MilitaryHofpital,  at  Mont- 
pellier, for  the  venereal  difeafe,  has  afforded 
me  fo  many  opportunities  of  making  repeated 
experiments  of  this  medicine,  that  the  bare 
recital  of  the  cures  it  has  performed,  would 
furnifh  matter  for  many  volumes. 

I cannot  conceal  the  fatisfadtion  I have  felt, 
in  being  eye-witnefs  of  the  gradual  progrels 
the  Extradt  of  Lead  has  made  for  fome  years 
part ; the  molt  fkilful  practitioners  encourage 
its  ufe  ; and  even  the  miniftry  give  it  their 
fandtion.  Mr.  Imbert,  chancellor  of  the  uni- 
verfity,  infpedtor-general  of  the  hofpitals  of 
Provence,  Languedoc,  and  Rouffillon,  was 
commiffioned,  by  letters  from  the  Marquis 
du  Paulmy,  fecretary  at  war,  bearing  date  the 
27th  of  Odtober,  and  the  8th  of  December, 
1756,  and  the  1 8th  of  January  1757,  to  order 
various  experiments  to  be  made  of  this  Ex- 
tract, in  the  hofpitals  under  his  infpedtion. 
This  minifter  adds,  that,  in  the  hofpitals  where 
it  was  tried,  it  met  with  general  approbation. 
Mr.  Imbert  never  publifhed  the  fuccefs  of 
his  experiments  ; but  he  aflured  me,  that  he 
had  given  the  court  a very  favourable  account 
of  them.  ' 

Opportunities  fo  frequently  offer  of  making 
ufe  of  the  Extradt  of  Saturn,  and  the  Obfer- 
vations  I have  made  prove  it  applicable,  in 
its  different  forms,  to  fo  many  diforders, 
that  I thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  lay 
before  the  Public  the  various  modifications 
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it  flrould  undergo*  according  to  the  variety 
of  cafes. 

1.  The  Extrafr  of  Saturn,  mixed  with  wa- 
ter, conftitutes  a liquor,  which  I fhall  call 
Yegeto-mineral  : this  is  very  proper  to  calm 
all  forts  of  inflammations,  and  cure  all  difor- 
ders  of  the  Ikin,  viz.  the  itch,  tetters,  &c. 

This  liquor  may  very  well  be  fubftituted 
in  the  place  of  wine  and  brandy  (in  every  cafe 
where  thefe  are  generally  uied)  ; as  likewile 
in  that  of  different  embrocations,  commonly 
prefcribed  for  inflammations ; and  more  par- 
ticularly fuch  as  attend  gun-fhot  wounds : it 
is  likewife  very  proper  for  contufions,  bruifes, 
fprains,  echymofes  ; for  the  healing  of  ulcers, 
whether  fcrophulous,  venereal,  or  cancerous, 
&c.  In  thefe  cafes,  and  many  others,  it  is 
to  be  applied  either  by  injection,  fomentation, 
or  bath.  We  are  not  even  afraid  of  afferting, 
that  this  liquor  may  be  fuccefsfully  ufed  to 
flop  a gangrene. 

In  fine,  an  uninterrupted  feries  of  fuccefs 
(when  made  ule  of  in  internal  inflammations) 
has  fufficiently  proved,  that  it  ought  to  be 
preferred  to  emollient  decoftions,  poultices, 
and  many  other  remedies,  generally  pre- 
fcribed, which  too  often  prove  contrary  to 
the  nature  of  the  difeafe.  Of  this  I hope  to 
convince  my  readers  in  the  chapter  on  In- 
flammations. 

2.  This  Extraft  of  Saturn  is  the  bafis  of  a 
medicine,  much  hitherto  wanted  in  furgery, 
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with  which  I have  performed  many  cures.  Of 
thefe  I publifhed  an  account  in  the  year  1746, 
and  propofe  taking  notice  of  them  again  in 
the  prefent  edition. 

3.  The  Extra#  of  Saturn,,  mixed  up  with 
oil  of  rofes,  wax,  and  camphor,  forms  a Po- 
matum of  extraordinary  virtue  j an  account 
of  which  I fhall  give  in  the  fequel. 

4.  It  is  with  this  Extra#,  wax,  and  cam- 
phor, I make  a Plafter,  which  many  years 
experience  has  proved  to  be  infallible  in  the 
rheumatifm. 

5.  The  Extra#  of  Saturn,  mixed  with 
foap  may  be  very  advantageoufly  ufed  in  an 
anchylofis,  or  ftiffnefs  of  a joint,  or  for  dif- 
perfing  all  vifcous  humours  feated  in  the  ner- 
vous involucra,  or  coverings  of  the  tendons. 

6.  The  refiduum  of  the  Extra#  of  Saturn 
is  a very  great  difperfer : this  experience  has 
proved  on  many  occafions. 

7.  We  frequently  ufe  poultices  of  bread 
and  Vegeto-mineral  Water  for  cold,  fchir- 
rhous,  and  fcrophulous  tumours  : by  their 
means,we  not  only  fee  thefe  tumours  difperfed, 
but  very  often  abceffes,  though  fuppurated  in 
different  places.  Of  this  lall  effe#  many  of 
the  Faculty  have  been  eye-witneffes,  not 
without  forne  degree  of  furprize. 

8.  The  Extra#  of  Saturn  may  be  very 
properly  applied  after  lithotomy  ; or  many- 
other  operations  in  furgery. 

* The  addition  of  foap  I owe  to  the  Marechal  de- 
Richlieu. 
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Here  I cannot  avoid  making  a reflection,- 
which  feems  proper  to  illuftrate  the  many 
virtues,  which  a conftant  and  fuccefsful  prac- 
tice of  many  years  has  convinced  me  are  to' 
be  found  in  Lead,  and  its  different  prepara- 
tions. The  antients,  who  praCtifed  more 
from  their  own  obfervations  and  experience 
than  we  do,  feldom  left  out  fome  preparation 
of  Lead  in  their  prefcriptions  for  external’ 
complaints.  This  the  different  difpenfatories 
fufficiently  prove.  Mr.  Faget,  an  eminent 
Paris  furgeon,  has  found  the  tripharmacum 
to  be  aim  oft  a fovereign  remedy  for  many 
chirurgical  diforders.  Now  it  is  well  known 
that  this  pi  after,  which  is  defcribed  word  for 
word  by  Bauderon',  and  was,  before  him, 
mentioned  by  Mefne,  has  litharge  for  its  bafts’, 
and  to  that  owes  its  efficacy.  How  then 
will  it  be  poffible  for  any  one,  confidering 
the  general,  approbation  this  metal  has  met 
with,  for  many  years  paft,  not  to  find  in  it 
a quality  never  hitherto  difco-vered  in  &ny 
other  ? In  effeCt,  where  is  a medicine  to  be 
found,  whofe  particles  are,  at  the  fame  time, 
mild,  ponderous,  flexible,  and,  by  my  prepa- 
rations of  it,  fo  fubdivided,  as  to  be  capable 
of  being  introduced  into  the  inoft  minute 
veffels,  whofe  texture  is  fo  fine,  and  whofe 
compatibility  is  fo  great  ? I mean  that  of  the 
nerves,  tendons,  aponeurofes,  membranes, &c. 
preferving,  at  the  fame  time,  their  own  activity 
on  the  blood  and  lymphatic  veffels,  reftoring 
inflamed  parts,  fwelled  and  fchirrhous  glands, 

to 


INTRODUCTION. 


9 


to  their  natural  tone,  removing  obffruc- 
tions  therein,  and  giving  a proper  circula- 
tion to  the  infpiflfated  and  ftagnated  fluids. 
Can  any  one,  then,  refufe  the  Extrad  of  Sa- 
turn that  difperfing  and  penetrating  quality, 
which  daily  experience  proves  to  charaderife 
it  ? 

By  what  has  been  already  advanced,  the 
reader  may  perceive,  that  the  different  pre- 
parations of  Lead  have  always  been  held  in 
great  efteem.  Is  not,  then,  the  prefent  difufe 
of  it  very  detrimental  to  fociety  ? I have  fome 
reafon  to  flatter  myfelf,  that,  for  the  time  to 
come,  it  will  more  frequently  enter  into  me- 
dical prefcriptions;  and  that  my  own  Obfer- 
vations  will  have  fome  fmall  fhare  in  giving  it 
the  pre-eminence  it  fo  juftly  deferves  ; and 
at  the  fame  time  encourage  thofe  to  experience 
its  good  effeds,  who  before,  from  prejudice, 
were  deterred  from  its  ufe. 

Nor  are  the  luperior  powers  of  this  medi- 
cine its  only  commendations.  The  Public,  as 
well  as  the  royal  holpitals,  I can  venture  to 
aflert,  may  reap  great  advantages  from  its  low 
price ; greater,  perhaps,  than  at  firfl:  may  be 
imagined.  An  hofpital,  large  enough  to  con- 
tain two  hundred  invalids,  may  be  fupplied 
with  this  medicine,  for  fix  months,  at  the 
eafy  rare  of  one  hundred  livres,  or  about  four 
pounds  three  fhillings  and  fixpence;  and  this 
without  any  danger  of  the  fame  being  adul- 
terated, or  otherwife  employed,  than  for  the 
uie  of  the  laid  hofpital.  The  fame  can  by  no 
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means  be  faid  of  wine,  brandy,  or  many  other 
ingredients  ufed  in  medicine,  and  often  pur- 
chafed  at  a high  price. 

I cannot  help  remarking  a farther  advan- 
tage the  Public  may  reap  in  making  ufe  of 
this  medicine ; I mean  the  eafy  rate  it  may 
be  conveyed  at  from  one  place  to  another  : 
for,  with  fome  quarts  of  this  Extract  (the  car- 
riage of  which  can  never  be  very  expenfive, 
though  the  hofpitals  are  at  a great  diftance), 
many  hogfheads  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water 
may  be  made. 

This  is  the  path  I open  to  the  praXitioners. 
in  furgery,  for  the  cure  of  many  diforders  in- 
cident to  their  province : I have  no  other  viewy 
in  my  commendations  of  the  different  prepa- 
rations of  Lead,  in  the  Obfervations  and  Re- 
flexions I have  already  made,  or  fhall  make,., 
in  this  Treatife,  than  of  being  ufeful  to  the 
Hofpitals  and  the  Public.  I flatter  myfelT 
that  the  world  is  in  fome  meafure  indebted 
to  me  for  publifhing  this  medicine;  which, 
if  concealed  in  my  own  breaft,  might  have 
turned  out  much  more  to  my  private  emolu- 
ment. Let  not  Envy,  then,  endeavour  to  take 
from  this  ExtraX  the  encomiums  it  fo  juftly 
deferves : my  ambition  is,  to  convince  the 
world,  that  the  only  motive  I had  in  making- 
it  public,  was  a regard  for  my  fellow-creatures. 
For  my  own  part,  I fhall  think  myfelf  luffi- 
ciently  recompenfed,  if  my  conftant  applica- 
tion and  uninterrupted  obfervations  contribute 
to  the  public  welfare. 
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On  external  Inflammations ; and  of  the  AElion  of  * 
the  Extrait  of  Saturn  on  thefe  Disorders. 

N inflammation  of  the  external  parts  of 


the  body  is  a very  common  difeafe. 


and  may  proceed  from  a thoufand  different 
caufes ; fuch  as  a blow,  a fall,  a contufion, 
&c.  from  external  accident:  internally,  from 
any  local  defeats  of  the.  folids;,  frorrv-the  con- 
traction of  the  fmallen  veffek;.  from  their 
fpafm  ; from  their  compreffion,.  eonftriCtion, , 
and  obftruCtion  ; from  the  difficulty  which 
the  blood  finds  in  paffing  the  extremity  of  the 
arteries  ; from  its  too  great  quantity,  thick- 
nefs,  vifcidity,,  mixture  with  heterogeneous 
and  virulent  parts  ; or  from  any  other  alter- 
ation, whether  Ample  or  combined,  &c. 

This  diforder  attacks  indifcriminately.  aH: 
the  parts  of  the  human  frame  which  are  com- 
pofed  of  fanguineous  and  lymphatic  veffels. 
Thus,  in  regard  to  the  external  parts,  nothing 
is  fo  common  as  inflammations  of  the  Ikin, 
fat,  glands,  mufcles,  membranes,  tendons, 
aponeurofes,  and  of  all  the  organs  which  fall- 
under  the  fenfes. 

The  inflammatory  ftate  is  often  accompa- 
nied with  very  mild  fymptoms  j but,  on  the 
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contrary,  frequently  with  violent  ones.  This 
difference,  in  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms, 
merits  all  the  attention  of  the  practitioner; 
feeing  it  is  principally  upon  that  he  ought  to 
eflablifh  his  prognoftic  and  plan  of  cure. 
What  general  diforder  are  not  the  principal 
ceconomical  and  animal  functions  thrown 
into,  by  an  inflammation  of  an  aponeurofis, 
or  of  a tendon  ? Nay,  convulfions,  faintings, 
even  death  itfelf^  are  but  too  often  the  fatal 
confequences.  What  is  not  to  be  appre- 
hended from  an  inflammation  which  tends  to- 
a mortification  ; efpecially  if  deeply  lodged  in 
the  internal  parts,  or  if  it  attacks  a bad  fubjeCt? 

Thefe  confiderations,  and  a thoufand  others, 
of  which  it  is  not  my  intention  to  give  a detail 
in  this  work,  ought  to  make  the  furgeon  fen- 
fible,  how  very  neceffary  it  is  for  him  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  remedies  that  are 
proper  for  the  fubdtnng  of  inflammations. 

Thefe  very  remedies  are  in  every  one’s 
hands ; and  the  moft  ignorant  may  blufh,  not 
to  be  acquainted  with  them.  But  do  they 
deferve  thofe  praifes,  and  that  degree  of  con- 
fidence, which  are  beftowed  upon  them  ? This 
is  a queftion  which  their  effeCts  alone  can  de- 
cide. 

Now  it  is  very  certain,  and  univerfally  ac- 
knowledged by  men  of  fenfe,  that  the  effeCls 
of  the  external  applications  ufually  prelcribed 
for  inflammations,  often  difappoint  our  ex- 
pectation. Sometimes  they  confift  of  olea- 
ginous and  greafy  fubftances,  which  fluff  up 
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the  pores  of  the  Inflamed  part,  and  increafe 
the  fymptoms,  by  augmenting  the  volume  of 
the  ftagnated  fluids  ; at  other  times  they 
confid  of  emollient  and  mucilaginous  parts, 
which,  conveying  a great  quantity  ofmoifture, 
very  much  relax  the  texture  of  the  veflels, 
and  difabie  them  from  getting  clear  of  the 
redundancy  of  blood.  Sometimes  thefe  ap- 
plications have  powerful  aftringent  particles 
in  their  compofition,  which  repel  the  inflam- 
matory matter,  and  throw  it  upon  the  or- 
gans neceflfary  for  life  ■,  at  other  times  thefe 
compofitions  are  very  addive  and  irritative, 
and  contradd  the  veffels  fo  powerfully,  as  to 
prevent  them  from  recovering  their  tone ; 
by  which  all  motion  in  the  inflamed  part 
becomes  totally  interrupted.  No  one  need 
then  be  furprifed,  after  fuch  applications, . if 
all  the  fymptoms  are  increafed  indead  of  Be- 
ing diminifhed.  Nothing  but  blind  preju- 
dice can  conceal  from  us  the  inconveniencies 
and  dangers  attending  the  application  of  them ; 
and  humanity  itfelf  is  fufficient  to  deter  us 
from  the  farther  ufe  of  them,  at  lead  in  mod 
cafes. 

We  confiantly  avoid  thefe  different  rocks, 
by  making  ufe  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn.  A 
confiderable  number  of  Obfervations,  made 
during  my  praddice  of  thefe  twenty  years 
pad,  have  convinced  me,  that  this  medicine  is 
the  true  fpecific. for  the  treatment  of  all  exter- 
nal inflammations  : its  effcCt  is  infallible,  and 
often  furpafles  our  expectations,  by  promot- 
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ing,  at  fight,  the  refolution  of  the  moft  violent 
inflammations,  and  even  fometimes  after  they 
have  fuppurated.  The  faft  laft  mentioned 
will  appear  furprifing,  and  perhaps  incre- 
dible, to  the  mailers  of  the  art : I myfelf  with 
difficulty  Ihould  have  been  convinced  of  it, 
had  not  I frequently  feen  and  demonftrated  it, 
efpecially  in  the  Royal  Hofpital,  where  I had 
frequentlyopportunities  of  treating  thele  kinds 
of  difeafes. 

This  remedy,  then,  has  always  fucceeded 
with  me,  at  a time  when  the  moft  reputable' 
applications  have  proved  either  ufelefs  or 
pernicious ; but  thofe  will  be  lefs  furprifed 
with  its  amazing  effedts,  who  maturely  con- 
fider  its  compofition,  and  its  manner  of  ac- 
tion. 

The  firft  thing  to  be  obferved  in  the  Ex- 
tradl  of  Saturn,  is,  the  leaden  particles  fuf- 
pended  in  the  liquid  ; which  is  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  ebullition  of  the  litharge  with 
the  vinegar.  Thefe  particles  are  fo  formed, 
as  to  be  capable  of  entering  the  pores  of  the- 
fkin,  and  the  orifices  of  the  fmalleft  veflels: 
upon  thefe  they  adl  by  their  weight  and  vo- 
lume, and  difperfe  the  humours  which  choalc 
the  inflamed  veflels,  augment  their  motion, 
and  bring  them  back  to  the  courfe  of  cir- 
culation. This  particular  adlion  of  the  par- 
ticles of  the  Lead  is  affifted  by  that  of  the 
liquid,  which  is  its  vehicle.  This  liquid  has- 
not  only  the  property  of  foftening  and  atte- 
nuating the  vifcid  humours  which  choak  up 
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the  inflamed  veflels,  but  likewife  (notwith- 
ftanding  the  ebullition)  of  lncreafing  the  fpring 
of  thefe  veflels,.  without  irritating  them.. 
The  confequence  of  this  is,  a refolution  of 
the  inflamed  part,  a ceflation  of  the  pain,  and- 
other  inflammatory  fymptoms : all  this,  I fay,, 
is  eflfeded  by  the  Extrad  of  Saturn  alone ; 
the  efficacy  of  which,  in  thefe  diforders,  may. 
be  looked  upon  as  a maxim,  in  furgery.. 

This  metallic  remedy  ads  in  the  fame 
manner  againft  all  obftrudions  in  the  lym— 
phatic  veflels,  cutaneous  diforders,,  and  fchir- 
rhous  tumours : this  I hope  to  prove  in  my 
Oblervations. 

From  hence  it  appears,  of  what  importance 
it  muff:  be,, to  change  the  opinion  of  thofe,  who; 
look  upon  the  preparations  of  Lead  to  be- 
dangerous  : it  is  an  erroneous  prejudice,  which, 
deferves,  the  greateft  attention  from  the  prac- 
titioner. I do  not  defpair  of  their  thinking 
even  as  I do^  if  they  will  give  themfelves  the 
trouble  of  reading  this  Work. 

I cannot  too  much  exclaim  againft  the  prac- 
tice of  thofe,  who  employ  emollient  and  relax- 
ing fomentations  in  the  treatment  of  external 
inflammations.  It  is- true,  thefe  remedies  are 
often  ftrongly  recommended  by  praditioners,, 
and  many  chirurgical  writers  ; but  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other  can  deny,  that  the  ufe  of 
thefe  applications  has  been' often  followed  by 
the  moft  fatal  difafters. 

A furgeon,  in  fome  degree  of  reputa- 
tion, who-  is  a great  partizan  of  emollient 
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decoCtions,  confumed  fo  great  a quantity  of 
mallows,  and  other  emollient  plants,  in  a cam- 
paign of  three  months  only,  that  he  exhaust- 
ed the  whole  country  where  the  French  army 
was  encamped  : the  inconvenience  which  re- 
fulted  from  this,  was  a production  of  worms 
in  almoft  all  the  gun-Shot  wounds,  which  he 
ought  to  have  Stimulated  and  recalled  to  life, 
inStead  of  accelerating  the  mortification  by 
emollients.  This  faCt,  which  makes  no  apo- 
logy for  emollient  and  relaxing  medicines, 
was  attefted  to  me  by  many  of  the  profeSfion, 
who  attended  the  army  at  that  time. 

I cannot,  then,  help  being  furprifed,  that 
this  error  is  not  corrected  : particularly  as  the 
art  of  furgery  has  been  fo  much  improved 
of  late  years,  and  fo  few  of  the  Faculty 
can  poSTibly  be  ignorant  of  the  bad  effect  of 
emollients.  How  is  it  poSfible  to  reconcile  the 
actions  of  thefe  medicines  with  the  idea  every 
one  muft  form  to  himfelf  of  the  nature  of  in- 
flammation ? Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  very 
certain  that,  by  this  kind  of  application,  we 
relax  more  and  more  the  tumefied  veffels  ? 
that  we  render  them,  by  this  means,  fufcepti- 
ble  of  a Still  greater  diftenfion,  and  actually 
contribute  to  the  evil  terminations  of  inflam- 
matory diforders  ? By  their  ufe  the  heat  of 
fuppuration  is  augmented ; a gangrene  and 
corruption  of  the  parts  brought  on  ; and  fel- 
dorrt,  very  feldom,  is  the  tumour  feen  to  dif- 
perfe,  which  ought  to  be  the  principal  aim 
of  the  practitioner,  and  which  can  often  be 
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effected  by  this  metallic  remedy  only.  Of  this, 
many  of  the  Faculty  are  as  well  convinced  as 
myfelf ; and  I make  no  doubt,  but  all  thofe, 
who  will  give  themfelves  the  trouble  to  read 
the  Obfervations  which  conftitute  a great  part 
of  the  prefent  work,  and  apply  them  pro- 
perly, will  eafily  admit,  that  this  remedy 
ought  to  be  preferred  to  all  others,  in  the 
treatment  of  an  external  inflammation,  whe- 
ther it  be  recent,  or  of  a long  Handing,  Am- 
ple or  complicated,  benign  or  malignant ; in 
fhort,  in  all  the  circumftances  in  which  it 
can  be  confidered. 

I mull  now  anticipate  an  obje&ion,  which 
will  undoubtedly  be  made  to  me ; and  that 
is,  after  having  condemned  the  ufe  of  emol- 
lients, I ftill  mix  them  up  with  my  own  re- 
medy. But  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  a pro- 
per mixture  is  often  very  neceflary,  which 
the  mod  fuccefsful  experiments  have  fuffi- 
ciently  proved  : this  faff,  I believe,  will  be 
acknowledged  by  thofe  who  will  read  my  Ob- 
fervations. But,  among  emollients,  the  one 
I moftly  prefer,  is  the  crumbs  of  bread : for 
it  only  relaxes  the  part  as  far  as  is  neceflary 
to  facilitate  the  paffage  of  the  particles  of  the 
Lead  into  the  tumefied  veflels,  without  par- 
taking of  the  bad  qualities  of  oleaginous  and 
greafy  medicines,  which  ought  always  to  be 
laid  afide  in  inflammatory  cafes. 

Before  we  enter  into  a detail  of  the  different 
fpecies  of  inflammation,  to  which  my  reme- 
dy is  applicable,  1'  cannot  help  complaining 

loudly 
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loudly  againft  the  imputation  of  the  repulfive 
power  that  has  been  attributed  to  Lead  and 
its  preparations.  I know  how  much  the  er- 
ror has  been  propagated,  and  that  it  has 
been  fupported  for  ages  by  the  moft  refpec- 
table  authorities  ; but  truth  has  unlimited 
rights,  which  ought  to  have  the  preference 
to  all  authorities,  efpecially  in  queftions  that 
relate  to  fails,  which  experience  alone  can 
determine.  Upon  this  principle,  I will  not 
flop  at  the  crowd  of  chirurgical  writers,  who 
have  attributed  this  repercuflive  quality  to  1 
Lead ; bur,  among  the  reft,  there  is  one,, 
whofe  name  alone  may  give  weight  to  the  er- 
ror, againft  which  I contend.  The  author  I 
fpeak  of  is  Mr.  Quefnay;  who,  in  his  Treatife 
on  Suppuration,  has  placed  the  preparations 
of  Lead  among  the  number  of  repelling  me- 
dicines. He  relates  many  Obfervations,  which 
prove  that  litharge,  white  lead*  &c.  have 
been  employed,  with  very  good  fuccefs,  in 
different  inflammations.  Mr.  Quefnay,  in 
thefe  cafes  which  he  has  related,  makes  no. 
doubt  of  their  having  aefted  by  repercuflion  : 
but  this  can  by  no  means  be  proved  by  his 
Own  cafes.  For,  firft,  as  he  did  not  employ 
thefe  remedies  folely,  but  mixed  them  up  with 
other  compofitions;  fo  it  does  not  follow,  that 
the  preparations  of  Lead  have  a repelling 
quality,  from  the  cure  having  been  operated 
by  repercuflion-.  Again,  who  knows  but  the 
prejudices  of  the  gentlemen  who  made  the 
Obfervations,  quoted  by  Mr.  Quefnay,  may 
y have. 
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have  concealed  from  them  the  true  manner  in* 
which  the  medicine  ufually  afted,  and  have 
induced  them  to  attribute  to  repercuffion,  ef- 
fects which  did  not  proceed  from  it  ? But 
let  that  be  as  it  will,  I can  proteft,  upon  the- 
foundation  of  an  experience  that  never  de- 
ceived me,  that  the  repelling  power,,  attrL 
buted  to  Lead  and  it?  preparations,  is  one  of 
the  greateft  errors  that  have  flipt  into  the 
practice  of  furgery,  and  one  of  thofe  in 
which  it  behoves  practitioners  moftly  to  be 
undeceived. 

Among  the  different  inflammations  that 
have  fallen  within  my  practice,  that  of  the 
erifipelas,  or  St.  Anthony’s  fire,  has  been  the 
molt  frequent.  This  difeafe  makes  advances, 
which  not  only  proceed  from  the  caufe  which 
produced  it,  and  the  part  that  is  affeCted,  but 
alfo  from  the  remedies  commonly  made  ufe  of 
to  fubdue  it. 

Among  erifipelatous  inflammations,  fuch 
as  tend  to  a phlegmon,  or  gangrene,  may  be 
moft  eafily  diftinguifhed  ; being  limited  to  a 
certain  extent  in  the  fkin.  Thefe  require  the 
greateft  attention  and  expedition  in  the  treat- 
ment, if  we  wifh  to  fcreen  the  parts  affeCted 
from  the  terrible  danger  which  threatens 
them. 

Confirmed  by  the  fuccefs  which  has  often 
attended  the  ufe  of  my  metallic  remedy,  I 
have  applied  it  in  every  kind  of  erifipelas ; 
and  my  method  has  been  followed  by  many 
other  paditioners,  who  have  been  furprifed 
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at  the  celerity  of  its  good  effeds ; confefliftg, 
that  they  had  till  then  been  miftaken  ; and 
blaming  thofe  who  abftained,  in  fimilar  cafes, 
from  ufing  this  medicine,  for  fear  of  making 
the  inflammatory  matter  flow  back  into  the 
mafs  of  blood.  This  fear,  which  th©  ene- 
mies of  the  Extract  of  Saturn  indultrioufly 
propagated,  gave  them  a pretence  for  not 
abandoning  their  old  opinions,  which  are 
certainly  as  chimerical  as  their  reafonings  on 
the  actions  of  emollients. 

Our  remedy  (the  refolving  powers  of  which 
no  one  can  difpute)  has  this  peculiar  ad- 
vantage, that,  if  it  does  not  always  procure 
a difperfion  of  certain  inflammations,  which  it 
generally  does,  it  much  diminilhes  the  heat 
of  fuppurations,  which  is  often  to  be  dreaded, 
above  all  in  fuch  erifipelafes  as  are  produced 
by  putrid  cafes ; as  experience  proves,  and 
has  been  well  remarked  by  Mr.  Quefnay. 

Every  one  knows  that  the  termination  of 
fiery  inflammations,  by  refolution,  is  always 
moil  defirable ; for,  in  fuch  cafes,  a fuppura- 
tion  is  often  attended  with  fuch  fatal  fymp- 
toms,  that  a gangrene,  which  has  always  been 
confidered  by  practitioners  as  the  molt  dan- 
gerous iflue  of  inflammations,  is  often  more 
tradable,  than  obflinate,  bleeding  ulcers, 
into  which  an  erifipelas,  that  fuppurates,  or- 
dinarily degenerates.  Now  the  medicine, 
which  we  make  ufe  of  in  fubduing  fiery  tu- 
mours, conftantly  favours  a difperfion  ; and' 
thus  fereens  thofe,  who  are  afflided  with 

fuch 
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Tuch  maladies,  from  the  dangerous  turns  which 
we  have  juft  mentioned. 

But  it  would  be  reftraining  the  Extradt  of 
Saturn  to  very  narrow  limits,  if  we  confined 
its  aftion  to  erifipelatous  inflammations  on- 
ly ; it  afts  with  no  lefs  efficacy  in  phleg- 
monous ones,  how  painful  foever  or  violent 
in  their  fymptoms  ; in  boils ; in  inflamma- 
mations  attended  with  great  heat ; in  whit- 
loesj  in  inflammations  of  the  glands  un- 
der and  behind  the  ear,  whether  they  are 
the  fymptoms  of  a difeafe,  or  conftitute  the 
difeafe  itfelf ; in  quinfies ; in  ophthalmies  j 
in  a word,  in  all  external  affections,  that 
partake  more  or  lefs  of  the  inflammatory 
date. 

1.  Red  painful  tumours,  attended  with  a 
pulfation  and  burning  heat,  called  phleg- 
mons, often  put  the  patient  in  imminent 
danger.  Some  of  thefe  are  feated  in  very 
fenflble  parts,  and  accompanied  with  cruel 
pains,  delirium,  fharp  fever,  and  other  alarm- 
ing fymptoms.  Others  principally  attack  the 
fat,  and  are  followed  by  a fuppuration,  which 
is  not  eafily  removed.  Others,  again,  are 
formed  upon  certain  delicate  organs,  and  from 
thence  acquire  a greater  degree  of  malig- 
nancy ; as  upon  the  globe  of  the  eye,  or  its 
adjacents  parts,  &c.  In  general,  thefe  phleg- 
monous inflammations  hurry  to  a period, 
generally  terminate  in  fuppuration,  fome- 
times  in  a hard  tumour,  and  at  other  times 
in  a mortification.  The  mafters  of  the  art, 

v who 


£2  A TREATISE  on  LEAD. 


who  have  employed  the  Extract  of  Saturn  for 
thele  complaints,  kn'ow  how  proper  it  is  to 
calm  the  pains,  to  diiTipate  the  inflammatory 
matter,  to  prevent  an  abundant  fuppuration  ; 
in  fine,  to  difperfe  the  infpiflated  humours, 
and  prevent  their  induration. 

2.  Our  application  is  not  lefs  Riccefsful  in 
malignant  boils,  deeply  feated  in  the  fat, 
■and  which  often  refill  the  action  of  other 
medicines.  The  particles  of  Lead,  by  their 
fupplenefs  and  tenuity,  not  only  enter  the 
little  cells  or  glands  which  thele  boils  attack, 
and  attenuate  the  vifcous  matter  lodged 
therein,  but  alfo  the  little  veffels  which 
communicate  moifture  to  thefe  folliculous 
and  glandulous  cavities,  and  give  motion  to 
the  infpiflated  blood  which  caufed  the  ob- 
ftruftion. 

3.  Though  I have  had  no  opportunity  of 
applying  my  remedy  in  Carbuncles,  I make 
no  doubt  but  it  would  be  of  great  ufe  in  al- 
laying the  heat  and  acute  pain  which  gene- 
rally attend  them  : its  good  effects,  in  can- 
cerous tumours,  and  others,  which  are  cha- 
ra&erifed  by  a great  acrimony  and  corroding 
quality  in  the  humours,  enable  me  to  con- 
clude, by  analogy,  that  it  may  be  of  great 
ufe  in  the  above-mentioned  diforder.  I fhall 
afliduoufly  endeavour,  in  the'courfe  of  prac- 
tice, to  employ  my  Extract  for  that  complaint, 
when  an  occafion  offers. 

4.  Without  entering  into  a long  detail  on 
the  fubieft  of  inflammatibns  which  attack 

the 
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the  extremity  of  the  fingers,,  called  the  whit- 
ioe,  I will  confine  myfelf  to  obferve,  that 
the  greater  or  lefs  violence  of  the  heat,  pain, 
and  other  fymptoms,  an  aflemblage  of  which 
charaCterifes  the  difeafe,  depends  entirely 
upon  the  different  parts  of  the  finger  wherein 
they  are  feated.  It  is  upon  this  variety  that 
the  divifion  of  the  whitloe  into  different  kinds 
is  founded.  The  firft  is  confined  to  the  fkin 
.and  fat,  and  is  the  mildeft  of  all ; though 
fometimes  indeed  it  happens,  that,  by  the  in- 
flammation and  fuppuration  of  the  fat,  which 
is  found  at  the  extremity  of  the  fingers,  we 
lee  the  patient  run  great  rifles  : for  this  in- 
flammation continuing  on  to  their  bafis,  and 
pafling  through  different  channels  of  the  in- 
ternal part  of  the  metacarpus,  brings  a con- 
fiderable  tumour  over  the  whole  hand,  which 
is  penetrated,  in  various  directions,  by  the 
purulent  matter  : it  is  principally  in  whit- 
loes  that  are  negleCted  or  ill-treated,  that 
thefe  fatal  confequences  are  obferved.  The 
fecond  kind  is  feated  in  the  nervous  in- 
volucra,  belonging  to  the  flexor  mufcles 
of  the  fingers,  and  is  attended  with  the 
moft  cruel  pains.,  which  are  communicated 
•to  the  adjoining  fingers,  hand,  and  even  the 
arm  itfelf;  the  heat  is  fo  great  as  to  be- 
come fometimes  infupportable  : one  may  have 
feen  patients,  tortured  in  this  manner,  beg  to 
have  the  finger  cut  off,  not  being  able  to 
•bear  the  intenfe  pain.  To  thefe  fymptoms  is 
joined  a very  fharp  fever,  and  a number  of 

other 


24  A TREATISE  on  LEAD. 

other  alarming  circumftances,  which  an- 
nounce the  general  diforder  of  all  the  func- 
tions. Sometimes  this  fecond  fpecies  of 
whitloe  terminates  in  fudden  death,  caufed 
by  the  violence  of  the  inflammation  ; or  in  a 
more  lingering  one,  the  effect  of  a fuppura- 
tion,  penetrating,  in  various  dire&ions,  along 
the  hand,  wrift,  and  arm,  where  it  forms 
matter,  and  brings  on  a train  of  a thoufand 
mortal  fymptoms.  The  periofleum  inflamed 
and  fuppurated,  conflitutes  the  third  kind  of 
whitloe,  in  which  the  pains  are  very  acute,  ' 
and  deeply  feated.  This  is  alfo  attended 
with  a violent  fever,  want  of  fleep,  deli- 
rium, and  many  other  fymptoms  which  are 
commonly  produced  by  the  fame  caufe  as  in- 
telife  pain  ; the  patient  often  falls  into  faint- 
ing fits  ; and  a caries  of  the  bones  is  much 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  third  kind.  The 
whitloe,  which  is  feated  under  the  nail, 
often  arifes  from  the  pundture  of  a thorn,  a 
needle,  or  any  fharp-pointed  body,  which 
paflfes  between  the  nail  and  the  flefh.  The 
immobility  of  the  joints,  whicli  too  fre- 
quently follows  the  fecond  and  third  fpecies 
of  whitloe,  proceeds  from  the  deftrudtion 
of  the  tendons  and  ligaments  which  tie 
the  articulations  together  : this  takes  its  rife 
from  fuppuration,  gangrene,  and  often  from 
both. 

From  what  has  been  already  laid,  it  is  evi- 
dent how  important  it  muft  be  to  apply  the 
moll  expeditious  and  efficacious  remedies  to 

whit- 


EXTERNAL  INFLAMMATIONS.  25 

whitloes,  both  to  calm  the  violence  of  the 
fymptoms,  and  prevent  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences.  I fhould  be  forry  to  recommend 
the  Extrad  of  Saturrr,  as  the  only  agent  to 
'which  we  may  have  recourfe  in  all  thefe  cafes; 
but  I can  confidently  affirm,  that  this  appli- 
cation has  generally  proved  fuccelsful,  in 
thefe  inflammations,  when  the  common  ones 
have  often  been  very  detrimental.  I call  to 
witnefs  my  colleagues,  who  are  inclined  to 
fpeak  truth  ; and  demand  of  them,  whether 
they  have  not  found,  by  experience,  that  the 
emollient  applications,  generally  made  ufe  of 
in  whitloes,  fo  far  from  procuring  a relolu- 
tion,  have  daily  increafed  the  heat  and  other 
fymptoms  ? The  fuccefs  of  our  metallic  re- 
medy is  infallible,  if  applied  in  the  beginning 
of  a whitloe,  and  before  it  has  made  a certain 
progrefs  : I have  even  ufed  it  in  the  ad- 
vanced ftages  of  that  complaint,  and  per- 
formed the  cure  in  a few  davs. 

J 

5.  The  pundure  of  a tendon  and  aponeu- 
rofis  deferves  the  greatefl  attention  of  the 
praditioner.  It  is  almoft  incredible  how  a 
folution  of  continuity  fo  flight,  and  often  im- 
perceptible, ffiould  excite  the  iharpeft  fever, 
occafion  the  mod  violent  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms, and  many  other  alarming  accidents ; 
fuch,  for  example,  as  attend  blood-letting, 
when  the  aponeurofis  of  the  biceps  has  been 
pundured  ; or  any  other  injury  which  is  of- 
fered to  the  tendinous  and  aponeurotic  parts 
of  our  body.  In  all  thefe  circumlbnces,  I 

C have 
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have  feen  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  and 
poultices  made  of  the  faid  water,  perform 
wonders.  An  eye-witnefs  only  could  have 
given  credit  to  what  T relate.;  and  all  thefe 
cures  far  exceed  fuch  as  are  performed  by 
the  common  method  of  prabtice. 

6.  Inflammatory  tumours  of  the  glands  be- 
low the  ear,  frequently  occur  in  practice  : 
they  fometimes  arife  independent  of  any  pre- 
ceding complaint ; but  are  often  the  confe- 
quences  of  putrid  fevers,  of  which  they  are 
fometimes  a crifis,  and  fometimes  only  a 
fymptom,  but  almoft:  always  difpofed  to  be 
fchirrhous.  How  many  times,  by  the  ufe  of 
improper  applications  to  thefe  glands,  have 
we  not  feen  the  matter  repelled  upon  the 
brain,  lungs,  or  fome  other  inteinal  organ, 
and  produce  mortal  fymptoms  ? The  Extract 
of  Saturn  is  an  excellent  refource ; and  may 
be  made  ufe  of  either  to  difperfe  thefe  tu- 
mours, when  pofflble  and  expedient  fo  to 
do;  or  todiminifh  the  fuppuration,  and  make 
it  more  laudable.  The  Extract  is  equally 
fucceisful  againft  inflammations  of  the  maxil- 
lary glands,  or  thofe  of  the  neck. 

7.  Although  I did  not  propofe  mentioning 
internal  inflammations  in  this  work,  yet  I 
cannot  overlook  the  quinfey  ; a diforder  which 
is  well  known  to  feize  the  external  and  inter- 
nal parts  of  the  throat.  The  horrid  confe- 
quences  attending  this  inflammation,  often 
put  the  patient’s  life  in  imminent  danger. 
The  quinfey  is  fufceptible  of  the  ufual  termi- 
nations 
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nations  of  inflammatory  tumours;  and  it  is 
but  too  often  we  fee  it  fuppurate,  and  end  in 
a mortification.  The  fpeedy  relief  which  fol- 
lows the  application  of  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water,  authorifes  me  to  affirm,  that  there  is 
no  better  remedy  againft  inflammations  of  the 
throat. 

I am  not  the  only  one  who  has  experienced 
the  good  effects  of  the  preparations  of  Lead, 
in  the  treatment  of  quinfies,  particularly  of 
thofe  which  tend  to  a mortification.  Mr. 
Raulin,  phyfician  in  ordinary  to  the  King,  has 
fuccefsfully  ufed  it  in  fimilar  cafes  ; as  he  has 
informed  the  world,  in  his  Treatife  on  Difeafes 
occafioned  by  Variations  of  the  Air.  The  fol- 
lowing is  his  account  of  it: 

“ I ordered  a gar-garifm  of  rofe-water,  into 
cc  which  were  thrown  fome  grains  of  the  fain 
cc  of  Lead  : the  remedy  did  wonders  ; it  pre- 
f{  vented  a mortification,  and  put  a flop  to 

that  already  formed;  it  diflipated  the  fpots 
“ in  a fhort  time,  and,  with  the  afliftance  of 
“ camphor  and  phlebotomy,  performed  cures 
“ wherever  it  was  applied.  In  a neighbour- 
<c  ing  town,  where  fore  throats  raged,  very 
ct  few  died,  who  ufed  the  fait  of  Lead.”'  Some 
contradictions  that  Mr.  Raulin  had  been  ex- 
pofed  to  from  his  colleagues,  who  wanted  to 
fubftitute  the  fait  of  Vitriol  for  the  fait  of 
Lead,  convinced  that  phyfician  of  the  fu- 
periority  of  the  laft  medicine  over  the  for- 
mer. He  has  learnedly  given  his  reafons  in 
his  Treatife. 
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The  happy  effefts  of  the  fait  of  Lead,  in 
Mr.  Raulin’s  hands,  induced  other  practi- 
tioners to  follow  the  fame  track. 

In  the  Medicinal  Journal  of  June  175S, 
there  is  an  interefting  letter,  addrefied  to 
Mr.  Vaudermonde  by  Mr.  Boucher,  a cele- 
brated phyfician  of  Lille  in  Flanders;  who, 
after  having  unfuccefsfully  tried  all  kinds  of 
medicines  to  fubdue  a putrid'  quinfey,  which 
depopulated  the  environs  of  that  city,  deter- 
mined, at  laft,  to  make  ufe  of  the  fait  of  Lead. 
In  one  of  thefe  cafes,  which  he  had  under  his 
infpeCtion,  the  mortified  crufts  had  fo  far 
prevailed,  as  to  cover  a great  part  of  the 
tonfils,  and  the  anterior  pillars  of  their  parti- 
tion. To  this  end,  he  mixed  four-and-twenty 
grains  of  the  fait  of  Lead  in  two  ounces  of 
plantain  water,  with  which  he  touched  the 
crufts  five  or  fix  times  a day,  with  a pencil 
made  of  lint.  This  remedy,  fays  Mr.  Bou- 
cher, not  only  prevented  the  difeafe  from  gain- 
ing ground,  but  the  ulcers  were  daily  obferved 
to  contrail,  and,  the  eighth  day,  confolidated  ; 
and  conlequently  what  remained  of  the  dileafe' 
was  eafily  conquered. 

But,  leaving  the  experiments  of  others,  to 
keep  to  thofe  which  are  our  own,  we  can  ad- 
vance that,  upon  innumerable  occafions,  the 
Vegeto-mineral  Water  has  appeared  to  us  a 
fpecific  againft  inflammations  of  the  throat, 
fluxions  on  the  fame  part,  irritations  and  ul- 
cers feated  in  the  mouth,  from  whatever  caufe 
they  proceed. 


It 
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It  is  alfo  difficult  to  exprefs  with  what  fuc- 
cefs  the  preparations  of  Lead  are  ufed  in 
thofe  accidents  which  Mercury  fometimes 
produces  in  the  mouth  and  neighbouring 
parts.  The  Venereal  Military  Hofpital  fur- 
niffies  us  every  day  with  Obfervations,  which 
the  moft  incredulous  cannot  help  believing. 

8.  It  now  remains  for  us  to  fpeak  of  the 
inflammation  of  the  eyes,  known  by  the  name 
of  Ophthalmia.  This  difeafe  requires  toTe 
treated  with  the  greater  attention,  as  it  at- 
tacks a very  delicate  organ,  upon  which  cer- 
tain applications,  very  proper  for  other  parts, 
make  the  moft  hurtful  impreffions.  Thefe 
ophthalmies  are  often  very  inveterate,  and 
obftinately  refill:  the  applications,  which  are 
generally  made  ufe  of  for  fubduing  them.  If, 
then,  the  common  method  of  treating  them  is 
often  unfuccefslul,  and  even  injurious,  why 
not  have  recourfe  to  a remedy,  which  expe- 
rience proves  infallible,  however  confiderable 
and  inveterate  the  ophthalmia  may  be  ? Tni3 
remedy  is  no  other  than  the  Extrail:  of  Saturn  ; 
the  efficacy  of  which,  againft  this  fpecies  of 
inflammation,  is  generally  known,  not  only  at 
Montpellier,  but  in  many  other  places.  The 
numberlefs  cures  of  the  kind  erTecled  by  this 
remedy,  both  in  my  own  prablie'e  and  that  of 
others,  would  furnifh  matter  for  a volume  j 
but  I (hall  confine  myfelf,  at  the  end  of  this 
chapter,  to  a narration  of  the  moft  curious 
and  remarkable. 
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From  what  has  been  faid,  it  follows,  that 
there  is  not  to  be  found,  among  all  the  chi- 
rurgical  prefcriptions,  a medicine  more  adapt- 
ed, than  the  Extract  of  Saturn,  for  fubdu- 
•ing  external  inflammations ; that  it  is  en- 
dowed with  the  Angular  property  of  pene- 
trating the  obdrudted  blood  and  lymphatic 
vefiels,  and  of  difperfing  the  infpiflated  mat- 
ter therein,  without  too  much  relaxing  or  ir- 
ritating the  coats  of  the  inflamed  parts  ; it 
preferves  a medium  between  thefe  two  adtions, 
and  thereby  infenflbly  produces,  without  any 
bad  confequences,  the  mod  furprifing  effects. 
This  remedy  feems  to  unite,  at  once,  three 
qualities  very  eflential  for  an  antiphlogiftic 
medicine  ; a cooling  virtue,  which  the  mod 
ardent  inflammatory  heat  cannot  refill ; an 
anodyne  one,  which  quiets  the  mod  violent 
pains  obferved  in  inflammations  ; an  attenu- 
ating, refolving  quality,  which  the  preju- 
diced parr  of  mankind  has  unfairly  con- 
founded with  repulfion  : in  fhort,  all  the  parts 
of  our  body,  without  didindlion,  fatty,  glan- 
dulous,  mufcular,  tendinous,  aponeurotic, 
membranous,  ligamentinous,  weak  or  drong 
in  their  texture,  endowed  with  a greater  or 
lefs  degree  of  fenfibility,  bear  equally  the 
adtio'n  of  our  metallic  remedy. 

But,  not  to  enter  into  theoretical  difcuffions, 
we  will  begin  to  fulfil  our  former  engage- 
ments] and  give  an  account  of  fuch  Obfcr- 
vations  as  we  have  made  ourfelved,  or  have 

been 
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been  communicated  to  us  by  others,  upon 
external  inflammations.  They  all  tend  invin- 
cibly to  prove,  that  the  praifes  which  have 
been  given  to  the  Extract  of  Saturn,  and  the 
virtues  attributed  to  it,  are  not  chimerical  in- 
ventions of  the  brain. 

OBSERVATION  I. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Gautier,  Surgeon  at  Aix  in 

Provence. 

Mr.  GUILHEMON,  my  confrere,  attended  ra 
patient,  afflidled  with  a phlegmonous  eryfipelas, 
which  was  feated  on  the  inward  part  of  the  right 
thigh  ; the  pain  and  inflammation  were  fo  great,  that 
a gangrene  was  apprehended.  Repeated  phlebo- 
tomy, and  applications  of  emollient  and  anodyne  me- 
dicines, fo  far  from  relieving  the  complaint,  feemed 
to  increafe  the  bad  fymptoms  ; and  fo  much  fo,  that 
recourfe  was  had,  very  a-pro-pos,  to  the  Vegeto-mi- 
neral  Water,  which  foon  calmed  the  pains,  and 
reftored  the  patient,  in  a fhort  time,  to  his  former 
health. 

observation  II. 

Communicated  by  the  fame. 

Mr.  PANEN  has  communicated  to  me  a more 
extraordinary  cure,  by  the  Extract  of  Saturn,  of  an 
eryfipelas  of  the  word;  kind,  which  had  feized  one 
eye-lid,  and  a great  part  of  .the  face  : the  whole  was 
much  difpofed  to  a gangrene.  At  firfl,  different  emol- 
lients wrere  applied  ; but,  upon  their  not  fucceeding, 
recourfe  was  had  to  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  which, 
in  lefs  than  forty  hours,  abated  the  bad  fymptoms,  and, 
in  a fliort  time  after,  performed  the  cure. 

C * 
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Communicated  by  Mr.  Regis,  Surgeon , at  Montpellier . 

I WAS  called  in,  to  a ftone-cutter’s  wife  of  this 
town,  who  had  been  troubled,  for  above  a month, 
with  an  eryfipelatous  fwelling  in  her  bread:,  from  the 
curdling  of  her  milk  ; her  pains  were  fo  great,  that 
fihe  could  neither  reft  day  nor  night : many  women 
of  her  acquaintance  had  prefcribed  to  her  without 
fuccefs.  The  fwelling  at  laft  began  to  fuppurate  : 
and,  though  it  difcharged  in  three  different  places, 
her  pains  were  by  no  means  abated.  As  the  mat- 
ter came  away  but  flowly,  the  bread:  continued  of 
an  enormous  dze  ; nor  was  its  hardnefs  or  livid  co- 
lour at  all  diminifhed  ; fo  that  there  was  great  reafon 
to  fear,  that  the  tumour  would  either  become  fchir- 
rhous  or  cancerous.  As  I had  been  often  witnefs  of 
the  good  effects  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  on  the 
like  occafion,  I ordered  a catapladn  of  the  faid  Wa- 
ter and  white  bread  ; taking  care  previoufly  to  wadi 
the  fores  well  with  the  above  Water.  This  treat- 
ment, properly  continued,  fo  far  removed  the  com- 
plaint, that  my  patient  flept  well  the  third  night : in 
a fhort  time,  the  bread:  began  to  foften,  the  wounds 
to  cicatrize,  and,  in  five-ar.d-twenty  days,  the  cure 
was  performed  : though,  for  fome  time  after,  the 
bread:  continued  difcoloured  ; which  was  foon  reme- 
died by  the  application  of  comprefles-  dipped  in  the 
Vegeto-mineral  Water. 

OBSERVATION  IV. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Lazau. 

Mr.  LAZAU,  an  elve  of  Mr.  Serres,  a confrere 
of  mine,  informed  me,  that  he  had  made  ufe  ot  my 
medicine  for  an  oedematous  eryfipelas,  which  had 
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fcized  the  leg  of  a poor  man,  in, the  General  Hofpital  : 
it  took  its  rile  from  a bleeding  in  the  foot,  which  was 
very  much  fwelled,  as  was  the  whole  leg.  I he  ap- 
plication of  my  remedy  fenfibly  diminifhed  both  the 
inflammation  and  fwedling,  in  three  or  four  hours  : and,  ^ 
the  third  day,  my  patient  was  cured. 

OBSERVATION  V. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Roux,  Surgeon-major  to 
Vajlan's  Regiment. 

Mr.  ROUX  has  informed  me,  that  he  had  cured, 
with  theVegeto-mineral  Water,  many  patients  afflicted 
with  eryfipelafes  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  in  three 
or  four  days  time. 

OBSERVATION  VI. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Co u las.  Debtor  of  Phyfc 
of  the  Univerftty  of  Montpellier. 

I WAS  called  in,  to  a child  troubled  with  an  ery- 
fipelas,  which  extended  itfelf  along  the  lower  extre- 
mity of  its  right  fide.  I ordered  compreffes  dipped  in 
the  V egeto-mineral  Water  to  be  applied  to  the  tu- 
mour. As  the  patient  was  in  the  country,  and  fuf- 
fered  a great  deal,  it  was  thought  proper  to  apply  a 
poultice  made  of  bread,  mallows,  and  pcllitory  of  the 
wall,  till  feme  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn  could  be  pro- 
cured. The  confequence  of  this  was,  that  the  ery- 
fipelas  became  more  inflamed,  and  extended  itfelf 
upon  the  buttock  ; but  the  damage  was  foon  repaired 
by  the  application  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  : by 
degrees  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  difappeared,  the 
fever  went  off,  and,  in  two  days  time,  the  diforder  was 
conquered. 

Note,  That  Mr.  Coulas  remarks,  in  his  account, 
that  the  cure  of  the  cryfipclas  was  entirely  owing  to 
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the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  as  the  child  could  by  no 
means  be  prevailed  on  to  take  any  internal  medicines 
proper  for  the  occafion. 

OBSERVATION  VII. 

THE  wife  of  one  Caflagnes,  of  Lanfargues,  was 
troubled  with  a coagulation  of  milk  in  one  of  her 
breafts,  in  the  month  of  February  laft.  This  woman, 
not  being  able  to  fupport  the  pain,  made  ufe  of  many 
different  emollient  medicines,  which  had  been  pre- 
fcribed  to  her  by  her  acquaintance  ; but  they  only 
ferved  to  increafe  the  fwelling  and  bad  fymptomsj  and 
fo  much  fo,  that  the  matter  forced  its  way  through 
the  fkin,  in  many  places  : ftill  the  breaft  continued 
very  large,  and  appeared  fchirrhous,  and  of  an  eryfi- 
pelatous  colour  ; which  made  all  who  faw  it  dread  the 
world  confequences.  As  foon  as  I had  examined  the 
complaint,  I gave  her  fome  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  to 
make  poultices  of,  and  ordered  them  to  be  renewed 
every  fix  hours  : in  a few  days,  there  was  a change  for 
the  better,  to  the  no  fmall  aftonifhment  of  herfelf 
and  friends  ; and,  in  five  or  fix  weeks,  the  cure  wa§ 
compleated. 

OBSERVATION  VIII. 


IN  the  month  of  March  lafi,  I was  fent  for  to  the 
Citadel,  to  the  fon'of  Mr.  Coft,  gaoler.  This  child, 
about  four  years  old,  was  troubled  with  an  eryfipelas, 
which  extended  from  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  to  the 
inferior  one  of  the  hypogaftric  region,  as  likewife  with 
a phlegmonous  fwelling  on  the  groin.  The  eryfipelas 
reached  to  the  ferotum  and  penis,  and  there  caufed  a 
phymofis,  which  obftrudted  the  pafl'age  of  the  urine. 
The  child  was  blooded  once  ; and  poultices,  made  of 
bread  and  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  in  the  fpace 
of  eight  or  ten  days,  difperfed  both  the  eryfipelas  and 
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OBSERVATION  IX. 

' « ■*  .41A.  il  O?  I .. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Menon,  Surgeon  to  a Battalion 

of  Militia. 

I MADE  ufe  of  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  for  the 
cure  of  a child,  feven  or  eight  years  old,  afflidled  with 
an  eryfipelas  which  covered  its  whole  body.  Mon- 
fieur  Goulard’s  frequent  ufe  of  this  medicine,  of  which 
I had  been  eye-witnefs  in  the  Royal  Hofpital,  induced 
me  to  try  it.  In  a few  days  after  the  application,  all 
the  cuticle  came  off  in  fcales  ; and,  in  eight  days,  the 
child  was  cured.-  Many  other  burgeons,  on  the  like 
occafion,  have  made  ufe  of  this  remedy  with  the  fame 
fuccefs. 

OBSERVATION  X. 

MADAME  DE  FUR,  wife  to  Major  de  Fur, 
was  fo  much  alarmed  on  feeing  one  of  her  children 
fall,  that  both  her  breafts  were  in  an  inftant  feized 
with  an  eryfipelatous  eruption,  which  even  fpread  con- 
fiderably  above  them.  This  lady  boon  after  came  to 
Montpellier.  I found,  upon  examining  her,  that  the 
diforder  would  boon  become  of  the  tetter  kind,  on 
account  of  the  continual  itchings.  I applied  the  Po- 
matum I generally  make  ufe  of  /or  tetters,  and  walhed 
the  parts  well  with  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  : the 
itching  was  foon  removed  ; but,  as  this  lady  buckled  her 
child,  the  remedies  operated  but  flowly ; which  de- 
termined me  to  make  ufe  of  the  Cataplafm  made  with, 
the  Vegeto-mineral  Water.  This  had  the  defired 
efte£t ; and,  in  a few  days,  the  complaint  was  re- 
moved. 

OBSERVATION  XI. 

Communicated. 

AN  Invalid,  of  St.  Francis’s  Hofpital  at  Mahon, 
in  confequeuce  of  a fever,  had  two  malignant;  boils 
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on  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  about  four  fingers 
breadth  afunder.  Thefe  tumours  were  confiderable, 
and  fo  painful,  that  they  brought  on  a violent  fever. 
Emollient  cataplafms  were  applied  without  any  effc£t  ; 
recourfe  was  then  had  to  maturating  plafters  : thefe 
caufed  fuch  an  inflammation  in  the  part,  that  a gan- 
grene was  apprehended  : in  fine,  a furgeon-major, 
who  had  heard  of  the  virtues  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn, 
applied  cataplafms  made  with  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water.  Soon  after,  the  tumours  had  a better  afpedt, 
the  fuppuration  was  laudable,  and  the  cure  was  per- 
formed by  this  medicine  alone. 

OBSERVATION  XII. 

DURING  my  flay  at  Paris,  in  the  year  1751, 
1 was  defired  to  fee  Mr.  Floberg,  engineer,  who  was 
lodged  in  the  Marquis  de  Crillon’s  houfe.  He  had  a 
whitloe,  of  the  malignant  kind,  on  one  of  the  fingers 
of  his  right-hand  : this  was  accompanied  by  a fharp 
fever,  and  pains  which  extended  all  up  the  right  arm. 
The  application  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  inftan- 
taneoufly  eafed  the  pain  j in  four-and-twenty  hours 
the  bad  fymptoms  vanifhed  ; and,  in  a very  fhort  time, 
*ny  patient  was  cured. 

OBSERVATION  XIII. 

A CHAMBER-MAID  of  Madame  Imbert 
had  a whitloe  on  the  middle  finger  of  her  right 
hand  : this  brought  on  a fever  and  infomnium  ; and 
her  pains  were  fo  great,  that  fhe  could  not  help 
crying  out.  After  fuffering  for  fix-and-thirty  hours, 
without  being  willing  to  try  any  remedy,  fhe  called 
upon  me  : I found  it  to  be  a real  whitloe,  and 
thought  it  too  ripe  to  be  cured  without  fuppura- 
tion. I ordered  the  finger  to  be  bathed  in  Vegeto- 
mineral  Water;  in  lefs  than  a quarter  of  an  hour. 
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the  pain  fo  far  abated,  that  the  patient  thought  herfelf 
quite  cured.  I continued  the  treatment,  with  the  fim- 
ple  application  of  cataplafms  made  of  bread  and  the 
above-mentioned  W ater.  In  five  days  the  complaint 
was  entirely  removed  by  refolution  alone. 

OBSERVATION  XIV. 

I WAS  defired,  in  the  year  1748,  by  Mr.  De 
Beloy,  colonel  of  a regiment  of  light  troops  at  Genoa, 
to  vifit  Mr.  Falcon,  an  officer  : he  had  received  a 
wound,  with  a fword,  in  the  common  tendon  of  the 
flexor  mulcles  of  the  fingers,  of  the  internal  part  of 
the  right  hand.  The  inflammation  was  very  great, 
and  extended  upon  the  fore-arm  to  the  protuberance 
©f  the  humerus.  By  the  application  of  comprefles 
dipped  in  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  the  pain  ceafed, 
the  fwelling  fubfided,  and  the  cure  was  compleated  in 
a few  days. 

OBSERVATION  XV. 

A WASHERWOMAN  at  Genoa  was  pricked 
by  a thorn  in  one  of  the  flexor  tendons  of  the  right 
hand  : -matter  formed  therein  ; and,  after  a long  fup- 
puration,  the  hand  remained  motionlefs,  as  did  like- 
wife  the  fingers.  She  had  been  l'on.e  time  in  this 
fituation  before  fhe  confulted  me.  I ordered  her  to- 
bathe  her  hand,  morning  and  night,  in  the  Vegeto- 
mineral  Water  : I then  applied  my  Saturnine  Plafter, 
which,  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  compleated  the  cure. 

OBSERVATION  XVI. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Roux,  Senior  Surgeon-major 
in  the  Army. 

I WAS  called  in  to  a patient  who  had  a confl- 
derable  tumour  on  the  arm  and  fore-arm,  accom- 
panied with  a fever.  It  was  owing  to  a pun&ure 
9 .of 
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of  the  aponeurofts  of  the  biceps  in  bleeding.  The 
application  of  compreffes  dipped  in  Vegeto-mineral- 
Water,  and  wetted  from  time  to  time,  foon  diflipated 
the  bad  fymptoms,  and  the  patient  was  foon  radically 
cured. 

OBSERVATION  XVII. 

IN  confequence  of  bleeding,  in  which  the  apo- 
neurofis  had  been  pricked,  a lady  had  a violent  in- 
flammation and  tumour  in  her  arm  and  fore-arm. 
In  vain  did  the  furgeon,  who  was  called  in  before 
me,  apply  emollients  for  a conflderable  time  : I fub- 
ftituted  in  their  room  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water, 
which  fucceeded  with  me  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in  the- 
former. 

OBSERVATION  XVIII. 

Mr.  B O U R Q_U  E N O D,  my  confrere,' 
was  fent  for  to  a lady  of  this  town,  who,  after  a 
bleeding  in  the  arm,  felt  a conflderable  pain  along 
the  inflde  of  the  fore-arm,  down  to  the  extremity 
of  her  fingers.  This  accident  had  happened  to  her 
three  weeks  before  fhe  called  him  in  to  her  aflift- 
ance.  Upon  examining  the  part,  he  obferved  a 
kind  of  fmall  fchirrhous  cord,  about  fix  lines  in 
length,  where  the  pundlure  had  been  made ; the 
tumour  extended  from  the  lower  part  of  the  arm,  as 
far  as  the  wrift,  and  many  hard  lumps  were  felt 
along  it.  The  patient  told  Mr.  Bourquenod,  that 
file  felt  very  fharp  pain  whenever  any  one  offered  to 
move  her  arm.  Emollient  cataplafms,  and  other  re- 
medies, had  already  been  applied  without  fuccels. 
Mr.  Bourquenod  ordered  a liniment  of  fweet  al- 
monds, laudanum,  and  fpermaceti ; and,  over  this,  a 
cataplann  of  bread  and  Vegeto-mineral  Water: 
the  patient  found  immediate  eafe.  She  continued 
this  remedy  for  eight  days  fucceflively,  hiking  care  to 

jo  renew 


EXTERNAL  INFLAMMATIONS.  39 

renew  it  twice  in  four-and -twenty  hours ; at  the 
end  of  which,  all  the  bad  fymptoms  difappeared,  ex- 
cept fome  little  hardnefles,  and  a flight  pain  ; which 
were  removed,  in  twelve  days,  by  a plafter  made  of 
wax,  human  fat,  a little  camphor,  and  Vcgeto- mine- 
ral Water. 

OBSERVATION  XIX. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Gautier,  a Majler 
Surgeon. 

I SAW  a perfon  troubled  with  fo  violent  an  oph- 
thalmia, that  the  inflammation  fpread  itfelf  over  all 
the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  eye,  and  had  all  the 
appearance  of  an  approaching  gangrene.  This  dis- 
order, which  had  hitherto  baffled  all  medicine,  at 
laft  yielded  to  the  application  of  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water. 

/ ' 

OBSERVATION  XX. 

Continued  by  the  fame. 

I WAS  fent  for  to  a patient  afflicted  with  an  oede- 
matous  tumour  on  the  lower  eye-lid,  as  big  as  an 
egg,  and  turned  outwards.  The  fwelling  had  feized 
the  whole  cheek,  and  the  eye-lid  was  as  tranfparent 
as  glafs.  The  application  of  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water,  for  one  night  only,  confiderably  diminifhed 
the  fwelling  ; and,  in  a few  days,  the  patient  was 
cured. 

O B S E R VAT  IO  N XXI. 

Communicated. 

Mr.  CONSTRITTI,  furgeon  of  Cette,  had  a 
daughter  affiidled  with  an  ophthalmia  in  both  eyes. 
The  humour  was  fo  Iharp,  that  it  brought  an  inflam- 
mation 


4o  A TREATISE  on  LEAD. 

nation  on  the  adjacent  parts.  Upon  his  confulting 
me,  I fent  him  fome  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn  ; and 
with  it,  the  method  of  ufing  it.  The  following  is  hi3 
account  of  its  effects  : “ Your  Extract,  Sir,  has  had 
<c  a furprifing  effedt  on  the  face  and  eyes  of  my  daugh- 
tc  ter,  fince  the  day  before  yeflerday  ; one  muff  own 
tc  its  fuperiority  as  a remedy.  My  daughter,  fince 
“ the  ufe  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  has  opened 
“ her  eyes,  which  fhe  could  not  poffibly  do  before  ; 
“ and  1 hope  this  remedy  will  take  off  the  web  which 
“ remains.” 

OBSERVATION  XXII. 

Communicated . 

THE  favourable  accounts  which  Mr.  Solignac 
gave  Mr.  Bounhiol,  one  of  the  oldeff  phyficians  be- 
longing to  the  army,  of  the  effedf  of  the  Extradl  of 
Saturn  in  ophthalmies,  induced  this  phyfician  to  pre- 
fcribe  it  to  the  Prior  of  the  Benedictine  Monks  of 
St.  Thyberi,  who  was  affiidled  with  an  obflinate  oph- 
thalmia : our  medicine  in  a fhort  time  conquered  the 
diforder. 

I cannot  help  remarking,  that  this  phyfician,  who 
is  an  inhabitant  of  Valors  near  Pezenas,  has  done 
me  the  honour  of  alluring  me,  that,  ever  fince  he  has 
been  acquainted  with  my  Extract,  he  has  fuccefsfully 
ufed  it  on  many  occafions. 

OBSERVATION  XXIII. 

W - 

Communicated  from  La  Rochelle. 

Mr.  DEL  AN,  furgecn-major  in  the  army,  in- 
formed me,  that  a confrere  of  his  frequently  made 
ufe  of  my  Extract  with  great  fuccefsj  at  the  fame 
time  gave  me  an  account  of  a cure  which  he  had 
made  on  an  officer  of  Briequeville,  who  had  been 
troubled  with  fo  violent  an  ophthalmia,  for  two 
months  fucceffively,  that  he  could  not  bear  the  light. 

No 
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No  remedy  had  been  left  untried  : frequent  bleedings 
in  the  arm  and  foot,  repeated  baths,  different  colly- 
riums,  and  every  thing  that  could  be  thought  of,  had 
proved  unfuccefsful.  In  this  fituation  Mr.  Delan  faw 
him  : he  made  ufe  of  the  Extradt  of  Saturn  with  fo 
much  fuccefs,  that,  in  a fhort  time,  to  the  no  frnall 
affonifhment  of  the  Faculty,  who  before  had  prefcribed 
to  him,  and  of  all  the  officers,  of  the  garrifon,  the  faid 
gentleman  was  freed  from  the  indifpofition  he  had  fo 
long  laboured  under. 

OBSERVATION  XXIV. 

A CHILD  of  this  town  had  been  troubled,  for 
eight  months,  with  an  ophthalmia,  and  a frnall  web  on 
the  tranfparent  cornea,  which  made  light  infupport- 
able.  Every  remedy  was  tried,  that  was  judged  pro- 
per for  the  diforder,  unfuccefsfully.  A conftant  ap- 
plication of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  performed  tile 
cure  in  eight  days. 

OBSERVATION  XXV. 

A DAUGHTER  of  Mr.  Rivat,  merchant  at 
Montpellier,  was  afflidted  with  a violent  ophthalmia, 
which  made  light  infupportable  : file  was  ioon  cured 
by  the  application  of  my  medicine.  This  lady’s,  fa- 
ther cured  a perfon,  afflicted  in  the  fame  manner^with 
the  fame  remedy. 

OBSERVATION  XXVI. 

Mr.  HENRY,  ffudent  in  furgery,  nephew  to 
Mr.  Roger,  firft  furgeon  to  his  royal  highnefs  Don 
Philip,  was  troubled  with  an  ophthalmia  in  both  eyes  ; 
which  was  fometimes  fo  troublefome,  that  he  was 
unable  to  profecute  his  ftudies.  After  trying  many 
remedies  without  fuccefs,  he  came  to  me  for  my  ad- 
vice : I ordered  him  my  medicine,  which  fucceeded  to 
his  wifhes. 
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OBSERVATION  XXVII. 

Mr.  SAINT  PAUL,  furgeon-major  of  the 
hofpital  at  Oftend,  informed  me  that  he  had  ufed, 
with  great  fuccefs,  the  ExtradI  of  Saturn,  for  the 
cure  of  all  kinds  of  ophthalmias,  even  the  mod  malig- 
nant. 

OBSERVATION  XXVIII. 

THE  furgeon-major  of  Brabant  has  written  from 
Spain  to  acquaint  me,  that, every  ophthalmia,  which  h# 
undertakes,  he  cures  by  means  of  my  Extraft, 

OBSERVATION  XXIX. 

A DAUGHTER  of  Mr.  Valette,  counfellor 
at  law,  was  afflidted  with  fo  violent  an  ophthalmia  in 
both  eyes,  that  file  ran  great  rifle  of  lofing  them.  I 
ordered  my  Vegeto-mineral  Water  to  be  applied,  of 
which  fhe  foon  found  the  good  effedls  ; being,  in  a 
fhort  time,  able  to  open  her  eye-lids  and  was  perfedlly 
cured. 

OBSERVATION  XXX. 

A WOMAN  of  Antibes,  who  fuffered  much 
from  a malignant  ophthalmia,  which  had  feized  the 
globe  of  the  eye,  the  eye-lids,  and  adjacent  parts, 
conlulted  me.  This  diforder  had  long  baffled  the 
fkill  of  the  Faculty  of  this  town  and  neighbouring 
parts  ; notwithstanding  which,  a proper  dofe  of  the 
Extra#  radically  conquered  this  diforder  in  a week’s 
time.  Though  I had  frequently  been  witnefs  of ’the 
good  effects  of  this  remedy,  I could  not  help  being 
l'urprifed  at  the  fudden  cure  it  performed  j which  afto- 
nithed  much  more  thofe  of  the  Faculty,  who  had  before 
feen  her  in  fo  deplorable  a fituation. 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION  XXXI. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Regis,  a Surgeon  of  this 
Town. 

I MET,  one  day,  a Jew,  who  had  an  oedematous 
tumour  on  the  lower  eye-lid  of  his  left  eye,  which 
was  turned  outwards,  and  tranfparent  : this  tumour 
had  feized  the  whole  cheek  of  that  fide.  I applied, 
that  night,  the  Vegeto -mineral  Water ; and  the  next 
day  he  was  cured. 

OBSERVATION  XXXII. 

IN  the  year  1747,  Mr.  Plantade,  aid-de-camp 
to  the  Count  of  Choifeul,  was  cured,  at  Genoa,  of  an 
ophthalmia  in  both  eyes,  of  two  years  and  a half  land- 
ing, by  means  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water. 

OBSERVATION  XXXIII. 

A MENIAL  fervant,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Richlieu  at  Genoa,  had  fo  violent  a diforder  in  his 
eyes,  that  it  was  apprehended  he  would  lofe  his  fight. 
He  was  cured  by  this  medicine. 

OBSERVATION  XXXIV. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Coulas,  M.  D.  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Montpellier. 

I WAS  afflicted  with  a violent  ophthalmia.  The 
fymptoms  of  the 'inflammation  were  fo  confiderable, 
and  the  pains  I felt  fo  great,  that  the  moft  ap- 
proved anodyne  medicines  afforded  me  no  relief. 
Neither  the  mucilage  of  the  feeds  of  pfilium, 
apples  boiled  in  milk,  the  white  of  an  egg  beat  up 
with  allum,  oriental  faffron,  or  any  other  remedy 
I made  ufe  of,  procured  me  the  leaft  eafe.  Find- 
ing that  anodyne  medicines  were  ineffectual,  I had 
f*'  . recourfc 
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recourfe  to  aflxingent  and  refolutive  ones ; but' 
Pill  in  vain.  Taught  by  my  own  experience  how 
little  the  mofl  approved  ophthalmic  remedies  were 
to  be  relied  on,  I had  at  laft  recourfe  to  Mr.  Gou- 
lard’s Extradl  of  Saturn.  I had  not  applied  it  long, 
before  I found  myfelf  quite  relieved.  The  pains, 
which  tortured  me  before,  fenfibly  diminifhed,  as 
did  likewife  the  inflammation  ; the  volume  of  the 
tumefied  veflels  of  the  cornea  was  much  leflened. 
Supprifed  at  the  extraordinary  efficacy  of  this  me- 
dicine, and  fcarcely  giving  credit  to  its  amazing 
and  immediate  powers,  I was  determined  to  dif- 
continue  its  ufe,  to  fee  what  would  be  the  event. 
But,  in  a fliort  time,  I was  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  it  again  : for,  foon  after  its  difufe,  the  inflamma- 
tory fymptoms  returned  with  their  former  violence*. 

I again  tried  to  calm  them  by  the  applications  I had 
made  ufe  of,  previoufly  to  thofe  of  Mr.  Goulard’s- ; 
but  to  no  purpofe.  This  determined  me  to  have 
again  recourfe  to  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water.  I of- 
ten repeated  thefe  experiments,  and  the  rcfult  of 
them  was  always  the  fame.  In  fine,  this  remedy, 
conjointly  with  other  general  ones,  compleated  my 
cure, 

OBSERVATION  XXXV. 

Conmiunicattd  by  the  fmne. 

I PRESCRIBED  the  remedy  to  one  of 
my  brothers  afflicted  with  the  like  diiorder.  1 funk- 
ing it  ufelefs  to  try  any  other  ophthalmic  remedy,  .1 
advifed  that  which  had  fucceeded  fo  well  with  me. 
But  I was  ftill  defirous,  by  a variety  of  experiments, 
more  and  more  to  afeertain  its  powers.  Both  my 
brother’s  eyes  were  much  inflamed;  but  one  con- 
fidcrably  lefs  than  the  other.  Upon  this  I applied 
a comprcfs  dipped  in  role  and  plantain- water ; and 
upon  the  other  the  Vegeto-mineral : in  three  days 

time, 
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time,  the  eye  treated  with  the  Vegeto-mineral  Wa- 
ter, though  the  moft  inflamed,  was  perfectly  cured  : 
but  the  fate  of  the  other  was  far  different ; which 
ftill  continued  in  its  former  fituation,  till  relieved 
by  the  other  application.  From  hence,  I think, 
it  plainly  appears,  that  both  my  brother  and  myfelf 
are  indebted  to  this  medicine  for  a curq. 

OBSERVATION  XXXVI. 

I HAD  the  honour  of  being  fent  for,  when  at 
Paris,  to 'a  lady  of  diftinction,  who  had  a violent 
inflammation  attending  the  kernels  of  the  neck, 
the  palate,  and  its  roof,  with  a fever.  She  was 
extremely  averfe  to  bleeding.  I ordered  her  a gargle 
of  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  with  a few  drops  of 
brandy.  This  immediately  gave  her  eafe,  and,  with- 
out any  other  application,  radically  cured  her  in  three 
or  four  days. 

.OBSERVATION  XXXVII. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Espinas,  Mailer  of  , 
Arts , and  ProfejJ'or  of  Surgery , a Confrere  of 
mine. 

I W A S fent  for  to  a lady,  who  had  a violent 
inflammation  in  the  kernels  of  the  neck,  and  neigh- 
bouring parts  : the  pains  were  confiderable,  and 

extended  from  the  corners  of  the  lower  jaw,  even 
externally : file  had  not  only  great  difficulty  in 

fwallowing,  but  even  in  opening  her  mouth  : both 
her  eyes  and  face  were  much  fwelled  : her  voice 
was  very  faint,  and  her  fever  ran  high.  Bleeding 
every  four  or  five  hours,  was  preferibed  without  ef- 
fect ; as  were  likewife  lohock«,  gargarifms,  embroca- 
tions, emollient  and  anodyne  plafters.  The  bad  fymp- 
toms  hourly  increafed  ; and  her  life  was  thought  to  be 

in 
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in  imminent  danger.  In  thefe  alarming  circumftanecs, 
I did  all  I.  could  to  force  open  her  mouth  : which  I 
was  at  laft  obliged  to  do  with  a lpeculum  oris.  This 
enabled  me  to  touch  one  of  the  kernels,  which  was 
much  fwelled.  I opened  it  with  a proper  lancet,  and, 
upon  its  difcharging  a great  deal  of  pus,  fhe  found  her- 
felf  relieved  ; the  other  kernel,  which  was  equally  fup- 
purated,  was  likevvife  opened.  A gargarifm  of  the 
Vegeto-mineral  Water  daily  advanced  the  cure,  and 
at  laft  compleated  it.  But,  in  a very  fhort  time  after, 
the  diforder  again  returned.  Having  obferved  the 
good  effedts  before  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water, 
I prefcribed  it  with  equal  fuccefs  a fecond  time 
and,  in  three  or  four  days,  my  patient  was  perfectly 
cured. 

OBSERVATION  XXXVIII. 

Communicated  by  the  fame. 

A SISTER  of  the  above  lady’s  was  feized, 
about  the  fame,  time  with  the  fame  diforder.  She 
afked  me  for  the  remedy  that  had  fucceeded  fo  well 
_ with  her  fifter  : this,  in  a few  days,  removed  her 
complaint. 

N.  B.  Thefe  ladies,  before,  were  very  fubjedt  to 
fore  throats  ; but,  fmce  the  ufe  of  this  medicine,  have 
' been  entirely  free  from  them. 

OBSERVATION  XXXIX. 

Communicated. 

I CURED,  at  Marfeilles,  in  twice  four-and- 
twenty  hours,  a confiderablc  inflammation  of  the 
fcrotum,  by  the  application  of  comprelles  dipped  in  the 
Vegeto-mineral  Water,  which  I renewed  when  dry. 
I have  made  ufe  of  this  Water,  with  very  great  fuccefs, 
in  the  curing  of  ophthalmias. 
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OBSERVATION  XL.  s 

Communicated . 

A N inferior  furgeon  of  the  Royal  Hofpital  was 
fent  for  to  a woman  of  this  town,  who  was  troubled 
with  an  eryfipelatous  inflammation  in  her  right 
breaft:  it  had  been  fixed  theie  for  a month,  and  was 
owing  to  her  lying-in.  An  infomnium  and  fever 
were  the  confequences  : her  breaft  was  very  much 
fwelled,  and  very  hard  : the  ill-chofen  remedies,  which 
had  been  before  applied,  gave  rife  to  an  abfcefs,  which 
of  itfelf  had  burft  in  different  places.  The  young  fur- 
geon forbid  the  ufe  of  emollients,  and  fubftituted  in 
their  room  cataplafms  made  with  the  Vegcto- mineral 
Water.  The  wounds  were  drelfed  with  the  po- 
matum, compofed  of  the  above  water,  wax,  and  oil. 
This  method  was  regularly  purfued  three  times  a day. 
The  patient  almoft  immediately  found  eafe,  the  fwell- 
ing  grew  fofter,  the  inflammation  difperfed,  the 
wounds  cicatrized,  and,  in  a very  fhort  time,  the  cure 
was  compleated. 

OBSERVATION  XLI. 

THE  bifhop  of  Montaubon  was  feized,  in  the 
year  1753,  with  a violent  inflammation  in  his  leg. 
The  rednefs  and  pain  were  very  great,  and  the  fkin 
was  covered  over  with  a number  of  little  bladders, 
full  of  a reddilh  water.  Mr.  Haguenot,  counfellor 
at  law,  and  profeffor  of  the  univerfity,  was  fent  for. 
He  defired  I might  be  confulted.  This  gentleman 
was  witnefs  of  the  immediate  relief  my  medicine 
gave  the  patient ; for,  in  a fhort  time,  this  refpedfable 
prelate  was  able  to  go  abroad,  and,  in  eight  days,  to 
perforin  his  ecclefiaftical  functions. 
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OBSERVATION  XLII. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Delpuech,  M.  D.  at 
Montpellier. 

SISTER  BLONDE  L,  of  the  Royal  Hofpi- 
tal  of  St.  Hippolitus,  of  this  town,  had  a confiderable 
tumour  on  her  right  knee.  It  extended  itfelf  half- 
way up  the  thigh,  and  to  part  of  her  leg.  For  five 
days  fucceflively,  her  pains  were  fo  great,  that  fhe 
could  get  no  reft.  Upon  my  feeing  her,  fhe  in- 
formed me,  that  they  had  advifed  her  to  make  ufe  of 
bittern’s  fat ; which,  for  two  days,  had  afforded  her 
fome  relief : but,  the  third  and  fourth  day,  the  inflam- 
mation was  confiderably  increafed,  and  her  pains  be- 
came almoft  infupportable.  I immediately  ordered  a 
poultice  of  bread  and  Vegeto-mineral  Water ; my 
patient  flept  well  that  night : the  next  morning  the 
inflammation  was  abated,  and  the  pains  left  her.  The 
parts  are  very  little  fwelled,  and  have  recovered  their 
former  tone  and  adtion.  I have  difeontinued  the  ufe 
of  the  cataplafms,  and  fubftituted  comprefles  dipped  in 
the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  and  a little  brandy.  This 
diforder  had  much  the  appearance  of  an  inflammatory 
rheumatifm. 

OBSERVATION  XLIII. 

Communicated  by  the  fame. 

A WOMAN  had  been  aftliifled,  for  two  months, 
with  a confiderable  ophthalmia  in  both  eyes  ; the  eye- 
lids were  turned  outwards ; no  remedy,  which  hed 
hitherto  been  applied,  could  fubdue  the  inflamma- 
tion. Frequent  bleeding,  and  cathartic  medicines, 
as  well  as  a cooling  diet,  had  been  ineffectually  pre- 
lcribcd.  Sifter  Blondel  gave  her  a bottle  of  the  Ve- 
geto-mincral  Water,  which  fhe  made  ufe  of.  In 
four-and-twenty  hours  the  inflammation  was  abated  ; 
and,  from  the  fifth  day,  the  patient  was  cured. 

■ ' * OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION  XLIV. 

Communicated  by  the  fame. 

I WAS  fent  for  to  a lady  of  this  town,  who  had  a 
very  painful  tumour  on  her  left  heel ; I ordered  the 
above  Cataplafm,  which  fucceedcd  to  our  wilhes. 

x 

OBSERVATION  XLV. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  * * *,  a Student  in  Surgery. 

IN  the  year  1751,  I was  affli&ed  with  a violent 
ophthalmia,  and  a tumefaction  of  the  carunculae  la- 
chrymales,  with  a relaxation  of  the  mufeuli  elevatores 
of  the  eye-lid  : this  caufed  an  involuntary  weeping  ; 
and  the  humour  which  diftilled  from  the  part  was  lb 
corrofive,  that  it  brought  on  an  eryfipelatous  tumour' 
on  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  eye.  I applied,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  diforder,  after  lofing  fome  blood,  the  ; 
white  of  an  egg,  difiolved  in  plantain  and  rofe  water  ; 
thinking  this  proper  to  afluage  the  pain,  and  repel  the 
humour  which  caufed  the  complaint ; but  all  thefe  re- 
medies had  no  effe£L  Finding  my  diforder  too  ftub- 
born  for  common  applications,  1 made  ufe  of  Mr. 
Goulard’s  Mineral  Water.  I had  not  long  applied  it 
before  I experienced  its  good  offe&s,  and  the  fourth 
day  I was  perfe&ly  cured. 
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4 -jjE-  * -if- 

. C H A P.  II. 

Of  Contufions>  Burns , Gun-fhot  Wounds , and  the 
Adtion  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn  againft  thefe 
Eifeafes. 

TH  E difeafes  of  which  I now  propofe  to 
fpeak  are  very  common  ; efpecially  in 
the  army  : for  the  prefervation  of  which  I am 
obliged,  by  my  ftation,  to  be  particularly  in- 
terefted ; and,  to  this  end,  I principally  com- 
ppfed  this  Work.  Now  as  thefe  diforders  con- 
tinually happen,  fo  ought  we  to  be  continu- 
ally employed  in  finding  out  remedies  proper 
for  fubduing  them.  But,  left  fo  many  dif- 
ferent fubjedts  fhould  not  be  clearly  under- 
ftood,  by  giving  a detail  of  them  in  one  Chap- 
ter, I fhall  divide  it  into  three  Sedtions.  The 
jirft  fhall  treat  of  Contufions,  the  fecond  of 
Burns,  and  the  third  of  Gun-fhot  Wounds. 

SECTION  I. 

CONTU'SIONS,  which  pathologifts 
rank  among  the  folutions  of  continuity  of  the 
Loft  parts,  are  external  injuries,  occafioned  by 
she  adtion  of  an  obtufe  body,  which  ftrikes 
or  fqueezes  more  or  lefs  violently  any  foft  part 
of  our  frame  j or  by  a fimilar  adtion  of  the 

part 
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part  againft  this  body,  whether  the  contufiofi 
is  followed  by  an  haemorrhage,  or  whether 
the  blood  is  fimply  ftagnated  in  the  part 
contufed. 

The  following  eflential  differences  are  to 
be  remarked  : 1.  The  veflels  of  the  part  con- 
tufed fometimes  remain  entire,  though  they 
-have  loft  their  tone ; from  whence  arife 
fwelling  and  diftenfion.  2.  At  other  times, 
when  the  adtion  or  blow  has  been  more  con- 
fiderable,  or  fome  fmall  blood-veflels  are 
ruptured,  the  blood  appears  extravafated  un- 
der the  fkin  ; from  thence  proceeds  an  echy- 
mofis,  or  extravafation  of  blood.  3.  The  third 
fpecies  of  contufion  is  attended  with  a rupture 
of  more  confiderable  blood-veflels,  a great 
efrufion  of  blood,  and  often  without  an  ex- 
ternal wound.  4.  In  fine,  the  veflels  may  be 
burft,  the  fiefh  lacerated  or  torn  ■,  and  this  is 
the  cafe  of  contufed  wounds. 

The  two  firft  fpecies  of  contufions  are  ge- 
nerally cured  by  refolution  ; the  third  often 
terminates  in  fuppuration  ; as  does  likewife 
the  fourth,  which  fometimes  ends  in  a gan- 
grene. 

The  fatal  effedts  of  contufions  are  more 
frequent  than  is  commonly  apprehended. 
When  they  are  large  and  deep,  they  often 
degenerate  into  fordid  ulcers,  which  are  diffi- 
cult to  cure.  When  they  lie  over  a confide- 
rable artery,  they  give  rife  to  an  aneurifin 
or  fwelling  therein,  which  may  fhew  itfelf 
fome  time  after.  Cancerous  tumours  too 
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frequently  follow  contufions  of  glandular 
parts  ; for  example,  of  the  bread  : a contu- 
fion  which  injures  the  periodeum  often  in- 
duces a caries  : contufed  nerves  occafion  pal- 
fi.es : what  dangerous  fymptoms  have  been 
obferved  to  follow  contufions  upon  the  head, 
bread,  and  lower  belly  ! 

But  to  confine  ourfelves  to  fuch  as  only  af- 
fect the  external  parts  : we  know  fome  to  be 
flight,  and  eafily  cured ; while  others  are  at- 
tended with  didreffing  and  dangerous  fymp- 
toms. In  both  the  one  and  the  other,  there 
is  no  application  whofe  efFedt  is  fo  fure  and 
expeditious  as  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water, 
warmed,  and  applied  by  compredes  to  the 
part  affedted  ■,  taking  care  to  moiden  them 
from  time  to  time.  When  the  parts  are  la- 
cerated, the  wound  is  to  be  dreffed  with  the 
Cerate  of  Saturn  (of  which  we  fhall  fpeak  in 
this  Work)  but  care  mud  be  fird  taken  to 
wafh  them  with  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water. 

In  thefe  diforders  we  have  been  fpeaking 
of,  our  application  will  certainly  be  preferred 
to  all  others,  if  people  will  only  refledt,  that 
contufions  which  occur  in  daily  pradtice,  even 
after  an  echymofis,  are  difperfed  by  its  afiid- 
ance  alone,  in  a few  hours  time.  This  I have 
often  experienced  myfelf,  and  every  one  is  at 
liberty  to  make  trial  of  it  with  equal  fuccefs. 

With  regard  to  the  adtion  of  the  Extradf  of 
Saturn  againd  contufions,  the  reader  may  re- 
fer to  what  has  been  laid  in  our  Introdudiion, 
and  the  preceding  Chapter,  on  the  properties 
io  of 
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of  the  metallic  parts  of  Lead,  and  on  their 
powers  of  palling  through  the  pores  of  the 
fkin,  and  of  removing  the  obftrudlions,  tu- 
mours, and  concretions,  they,  meet  with.  The 
following  Oblervations  will  help  to  prove 
what  I have  advanced  in  this  feftion. 

OBSERVATION  I. 

A PAG  E of  the  Duke  of  Richelieu  had  an  in- 
flamed tefticle,  owing  to  a bruife  he  had  received  in 
riding.  Many  remedies  had  been  preferibed  without 
fuccefs,  and  the  diforder  continued  to  gain  ground. 
Upon  feeing  him,  I ordered  compreffes  of  the  Vegeto- 
mineral  Water  to  be  applied  to  the  part}  which  loon 
gave  him  eafe.  The  day  after,  the  pains  were  en- 
tirely abated,  and  in  eight  or  ten  days  the  cure  was 
compleated. 

OBSERVATION  II. 

s ~ \ 'V. 

A GIRL,  about  ten  years  old,  fell  between 
fome  coach-horfes  legs.  She  had  received  fo  confi- 
derable  a contufion  on  her  arm,  fore -arm,  hand, 
back,  and  thigh,  that  the  furgeon,  who  was  called  in, 
thought  her  life  in  danger.  A confrere  of  mine,  who 
was  fent  for  before  me,  applied  vulnerary  water  to 
the  parts,  which  caufed  conliderable  pains,  as  it  did  a 
fever.  I was  defired  by  a charitable  lady  to  go  a,nd 
fee  the  patient : I ordered  my  liquor  to  be  applied, 
which  immediately  gave  her  eafe,  and  in  eight  days 
time  file  was  cured. 

OBSERVATION  III, 

Communicated. 

Mr.  CUR  Q_u  E T,  apothecary,  fhewed  Mr. 
Laborie,  a confrere  of  mine,  a contufed  wound  on 
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the  great  toe  of  the  right  foot,  which  had  been  occa- 
fioned  by  the  fall  of  a large  piece  of  wood.  As  a cata- 
plafm  of  marfh-mallows  had  been  already  applied  with- 
out fuccefs,  he  ordered  one  made  with  our  remedy. 
The  fame  day  the  pains  were  much  abated,  and  in  two 
or  three  the  patient  was  cured. 

OBSERVATION  IV. 

Communicated . 

Mr.  DIDIER,  furgeon  major  of  the  Royal  Cor- 
fican  Regiment  of  Dragoons,  faw,  at  Antibes,  a cap- 
tain of  militia,  who  had  the  great  toe  crufhed  by  a cart- 
wheel. He  informed  me,  he  had  made  ufe  of  no  remedy 
but  mine,  having  previoufly  blooded  the  patient.  In 
a fortnight’s  time  he  was  cured. 

OBSERVATION  V. 

i . 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Delon. 

A 'SOLDIER,  palling  near  a bee-hive,  was 
flung  by  the  bees,  who  lodged  themfelves  in  his  hair. 
He  hurried  to  me,  and  delired  I would  give  him  im- 
mediate alliftance  ; telling  me,  at  the  fame  time,  if  it 
was  not  in  my  power  fo  to  do,  that  he  would  be  glad 
if  fome  body  would  put  an  end  to  his  life,  feeing 
that  it  was  become  infupportable,  through  the  excef- 
five  pain  he  felt.  I applied  immediately  comprelles 
of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  which  I took  care  to 
wet  every  quarter  of  an  hour.  My  patient  found  him- 
fcdf  relieved  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  and  the  next  day  he 
was  cured* 

OBSERVATION  VI, 

Communicated  by  the  fame . 

A DRUMMER’S  wife,  of  the  regiment  of 
Brefle,  had  a co.nfider.able  contufion  on  one  of  her 

cheeks. 
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cheeks,  by  a fall  from  a cart.  I immediately  applied 
a comprefs  dipped  in  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  and 
in  four  days  time  fhe  was  perfectly  cured.  Mr.  Delon 
adds,  that  her  hufband  had  very  much  bruifed  one  of 
his  ancles,  and  that,  upon  applying  a comprefs  of  the 
Vegeto-mineral  W ater,  he  was  very  foon  cured. 

OBSERVATION  VII. 

IN  the  autumn  of  the  year  1758,  during  my  flay 
in  the  country,  I faw  a child,  who  had  palled  before  a 
bee-hive,  where  they  were  taking  honey.  Both  his 
face  and  head  were  much  flung,  and  his  fituation  was 
very  diftreffing.  I applied  the  fame  remedy,  and  he 
was  cured  in  a fhort  time. 

OBSERVATION  VIII* 

SOME  years  ago  a countryman  fell  from  the  -top 
of  a wall : he  was  carried  home  very  much  bruifed, 
and  unable  to  move  without  confiderable  pain.  He 
had  been  attended  for  two  days  bv  a furgeon ; but 
neither  himfelf  or  friends  thought  the  applications 
anfwered  their  expectation.  They  had  then  recourfe 
to  a phyfician  of  Montpellier,  who  had  been  often 
witnefs  of  the  efficacy  of  (he  Extract  of  Saturn,  in 
bruifes  : by  his  defire  I fent  him  fome  of  it,  and  in- 
formed him  how  it  fhould  be  ufed  upon  the  occafion. 
I have  learned  fince,  that  in  a jfew  days  after  the 
bruifes  and  bad  fymptoms  dilappeared. 

OBSERVATION  IX. 

Communicated. 

I HAVE  experienced  the  admirable  effects  of 
the  Extradl  of  Saturn  againft  bruifes,  in  many  voyages 
at  fea,  where  the  failors  are  often  expofed  to  thefe 
accidents. 
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OBSERVATION  X. 

Mr.  LA  GARDE,  valet-de-chambre  to  the 
Chevalier  de  St.  Prieft,  by  a fall  from  his  horfe, 
received  a contufion  on  his  breaft  and  fore  part  of  the 
fhoulder.  Lavender  water  and  brandy,  with  foap, 
were  applied  to  the  part ; and  then  a plafter,  which  re- 
mained there  for  above  fix  weeks  ; upon  the  falling  off 
of  which,  many  red  fpots  were  perceived  upon  that 
part,  and  the  adjacent  ones  : they  were  become  of  the 
tetter  kind,  and  caufed  a confiderable  itching.  Upon 
his  calling  on  me,  I gave  him  fome  Vegeto-mineral 
Water,  which  cured  him  in  a fortnight,  though  he 
applied  it  only  twice  a-day. 

OBSERVATION  XI. 

Communicated  by  „ Mr.  * * * * *}  Student  in 
Surgery. 

ON  June  14,  1756,  walking  along  the  Mall,  I 
received  a blow  from  a ball,  on  the  gaitrocnemii  and 
folar  mufcles.  The  blow  was  fo  violent,  that  it 
caufed  the  rupture  of  a great  many  velfels,  and  confe- 
quently  a contufion  and  echymofis.  As  loon  as  ever 
I got  home,  I applied  a cataplafm  of  the  Vegeto- 
mineral  Water  and  white  bread;  and  in  three  days 
time  I was  perfectly  cured. 


SECTION  II. 

THE  name  of  Burn  is  given  to  the 
change  of  the  human  body  which  follows 
the  applications  of  fire.  This  change  confifts 
in  the  fudden  deftrudtion  of  the  velfels  of  the 
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burned  part,  and  in  the  extravafation,  coagu- 
lation, and  difiipation  of  the  humours. 

Burns  are  not  only  effected  by  contadt  with 
real  fire,  as  that  of  a flaming  hot  coal,  but 
all'o  by  contadt  of  fubftances,  folid  or  fluid, 
which  contain  a great  quantity  of  fiery  par- 
ticles ; fuch,  for  example,  as  hot  iron,  boil- 
ing oil,  water,  gun-powder,  &c. 

The  fymptoms  of  burns  are  reduced  nearly 
to  thofe  of  inflammation  ; but  a great  diffe- 
rence is  to  be  obferved  in  their  degree. 

1.  Sometimes  the  adtion  of  the  fire  does 
not  reach  deeper  than  the  cuticle,  and  mu- 
cous fubftance  below.  In  thefe  flight  burns, 
a number  of  blifters  arife  on  the  part,  be- 
come red,  and  occafion  an  itching  fenfation  ; 
and  by  the  reparation  of  the  epidermis  from 
the  fkin,  the  extremities  of  the  nerves  are 
left  naked.  Pain  now  commences,  and  often 
with  fome  degree  of  intenfenefs  ; but-  all 
thefe  fymptoms  vanifh  in  a fhort  time,  and 
Nature  effiedts  a cure,  by  renewing  the  out- 
ward fkin. 

2.  A burn  becomes  more  confiderable,  if 
the  adtion  of  the  fire  has  penetrated  to  the 
fkin  and  fat ; for  then  heat  and  pain  are 
highly  increafed,  together  with  a drynefs  and 
hardnefs  of  the  burned  part,  which  is  imme- 
diately covered  with  little  vefiels,  filled  with 
a yellowifli  humour. 

3.  In  the  mofl  violent  burns,  not  only  the 
epidermis,  the  fkin,  and  fat,  are  deftroyed, 
but  the  membranes,  mufcles,  veffels, » and 
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even  the  bones  themfelves  are  confumed  ; and 
in  the  place  of  the  live  parts,  there  remains 
a black  infenfible  Hough  j in  a word,  a dead 
mafs. 

It  iseafy  to  conceive,  and  experience  fuf- 
ficiently  proves,  that  the  effedts  of  burns  vary 
according  to  the  diverfity  of  caufes.  Boil- 
ing oil  makes  more  confiderable  imprefhon 
than  boiling  water.  A burn  from  pitch  or 
roHn  is  Hill  more  to  be  feared.  Red-hot  iron, 
which  touches  gently,  as  it  paffes  the  body, 
leaves  lefs  traces  than  when  it  is  ftrongly  ap- 
plied for  a confiderable  time  : aqua-fortis, 
gun-powder,  different  fpecies  of  cauftics,  pro- 
duce different  burns. 

It  is  effentially  necefiary  to  remark  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  parts  of  the  body 
which  have  fuffered  from  fire  3 for  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  danger  is  more  or  lefs  great, 
according  to  the  ftrudture  and  ufe  of  the  parts 
burned,  and  the  more  or  lefs  fpace  fuch  parts 
occupy.  The  temperament  and  conftitution 
of  the  patient  ought  alfo  to  weigh  with  us,  in 
forpning  our  opinion  of  thofe  difeafes.  In  ge- 
neral, the  deeper  the  burn,  the  more  is  to  be 
apprehended  from  it. 

The  remedies  againft  burns  are  extremely 
numerous.  Every  one,  if  I may  fo  fpeak, 
has  one  peculiar  to  himfelf:  but,  without 
entering  into  a fuperftuous  detail,  I will  only 
mention  the  admirable  effects  of  the  Prepa- 
rations of  Lead  in  burns.  Before  the  Extradt 
of  Saturn  was  known,  I have  leen  able  fur- 
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geons  make  ufe  of  an  ointment  of  Lead  with 
great  fuccefs  on  thefe  occafions.  I myfelf  had 
occafion  to  ufe  it  happily  for  Mademoifelle 
Sybille,  who  had  a confiderable  burn  on  her 
face  and  neck,  to  which  one  of  my  colleagues 
had  made  applications  before,  which  irritated 
the  parts  fo  much  as  to  bring  on  a violent  fe- 
ver: I applied  the  Ointment  of  Lead,  which 
inftantaneoufly  afluaged  the  pain,  and  corn- 
pleated  the  cure  in  a Ihort  time. 

Our  method  of  cure  in  thefe  complaints  is 
very  Ample;  it  confilts  in  the  application  of 
comprefles,  dipped  in  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water,  on  the  part  which  is  burned.  If  the 
outward  teguments  remain  unbroken,  we 
need  only  keep  the  comprefles  conftantly 
moiftened  with  the  above  water  ; if  the  burn 
is  deeper,  if  the  teguments  are  injured,  and 
there  is  a wound,  little  pieces  of  fine  lint 
may  be  applied,  covered  with  the  ointment, 
of  which  we  fhall  give  an  account  in  the 
Formulae ; taking  care  to  cover  the  whole 
with  comprefles  dipt  in  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water,  which  muft  be  moiflened  from  time 
to  time.  By  this  means  of  proceeding,  the 
pains  are  not  only  immediately  calmed,  but 
the  difeafe  radically  cured. 

O BSE  RVAT  ION  I. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Menu  ret,  M.  D. 

A CHILD  of  twelve  years  of  age  had  his  arm, 
fore-arm,  and  thy  right  fide  of  his*  breaft  burnt,  by 
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fome  fcalding  broth,  which  a fervant  had  let  fall  upon 
him  : the  parts  became  of  a fhining  red ; the  pains 
were  as  great,  as  the  fmarting  was  infupportable. 
Having  examined  the  patient,  I immediately  fent  for 
the  Extract  of  Saturn  ; but,  in  the  mean  time,  ordered 
the  parts  to  be  fomented  by  comprelles  dipped  in  vine- 
gar and  water,  which  contributed  a little  to  eafe  the 
pain.  Upon  getting  the  Extract,  I foon  made  the 
Vegeto-mineral  Water,  with  which  I continued  to 
foment  the  parts  till  they  were  healed  -}  which  was  foon 
after  the  application. 

OBSERVATION  II. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Solayres,  Student  of 
Pbyfic. 

Mr.  SOLAYRES,  during  the  vacation,  whilft 
he  was  at  his  own  houfe,  near  Cahors,  informed  me, 
that  he  had  cured  a man,  with  my  remedy,  who  had 
been  burnt  by  boiling  water.  He  adds,  that  nothing 
had  been  able  to  calm  the  violence  of  the  pain,  but  die 
Vegeto-mineral  Water,  which  inftantly  had  the  de- 
fired  effect. 

OBSERVATION  III. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  De  Sainte  Colombe, 
Surgeon  at  Toulon. 

SOME  days  ago,  1 was  burnt  in  the  leg  with 
hot  greafy  water  : the  accident  was  foon  followed 
by  an  inflammation.  I applied  different  remedies 
to  abate  the  bad  lymptoms  ; as  the  cerate  of  Ga- 
len, See.  but  ineffectually.  At  laft,  having  remem- 
bered, during  my  flay  atTouloufe,  in  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Taillard,  major-furgeon  of  St.  James’s  Hofpi- 
tal,  that  he  frequently  made  ufe  of  the  Extract  of 
Saturn  with  very  great  luccefs,  I mixed  fome  of  it 
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with  common  water,  which,  after  three  or  four  ap- 
plications, cured  me.  I can  all'o  allure  you,  that  I 
have  feen  furprifing  effects  from  the  bougies  of  M. 
Goulard,  on  the  patients  of  the  faid  hofpital,  and 
upon  a man  of  fortune  in  the  city  of  Touloufe,  who 
had  tried  before  thofe  of  Mr.  Daran,  which  he 
did  not  find  anfwer  fo  well  as  thefe ; of  which  I 
have  heard  many,  eminent  in  the  profeffion,  efpe- 
cially  Mr.  De  La  Pougade,  fpeak  with  the  greateft  en- 
comiums. 

Thefe  few  Obfervations,  added  to  thofe 
■which  treat  of  burns  caufed  by  gun-powder, 
in  the  next  Section,  may  appear  fufficient  to 
induce  at  lead:  the  practitioner  to  try  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  Extract  of  Saturn  againft  burns  : 
its  ufe  is  not  fo  much  to  be  dreaded  as  that 
of  aftringent  and  ftimulating  remedies  ; nor 
are  there  the  fame  inconveniencies  attending 
it,  which  refult  from  emollients,  from  plafters 
which  are  termed  defenfores,  from  black  foap, 
and  many  other  topics  ; whofe  bad  effefts, 
to  my  great  furprife,  have  not  engaged  the 
matters  of  the  art  to  feek  a more  efficacious 
remedy. 

SECTION  III. 

THERE  are  few  fubjedts  in  furgery  which 
merit  more  attention  than  fuch  as  treat  of 
gun-ffiot  wounds.  By  thefe  wounds  are  un- 
derftood  fuch  as  are  made  by  a ball,  or  any 
other  hard  body,  forced  from  the  cavity  of 
fire-arms  by  the  explofion  of  gun-powder. 

The 
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The  bad  effects  of  wounds  from  fire-arms 
may  be  confidered  in  three  different  points  of 
view.  i.  If  any  part  of  our  body  is  injured 
by  an  explofion  of  powder,  nothing  but  a 
burn  will  enfue,  which  will  be  more  or  lefs 
violent,  according  to  the  quantity  of  powder 
exploded,  the  force  with  which  it  has  (truck 
and  penetrated  the  parts,  and  the  extent  and 
nature  of  the  parts  burnt,  i.  Balls,  or  any 
other  body,  lent  out  of  fire-arms,  do  not 
always  caufe  wounds,  but  fometimes  only 
contufions,  which  are  in  general  much  to  be 
feared,  whether  they  are  confidered  only  in 
themfelves,  or  with  refpeft  to  the  fhock  and 
commotion,  which  are  often  communicated 
from  the  contufed  part  to  the  whole  frame. 
3.  The  violence  with  which  fire-arms  expel 
the  folid  bodies  pent  up  in  them,  may  enable 
us  eafily  to  comprehend,  why  the  wounds 
which  follow  them  are  fo  frequent.  A view 
alone  of  thefe  wounds  is  fufficient  to  prove 
how  dangerous  they  are  in  their  nature:  their 
lips  and  furface  are  not  fmooth  and  uniform, 
as  in  thofe,  made  by  a fharp  inftrument,  but 
the  flefh  is  bruifed,  unequally  torn,  and  jagged. 
But  it  would  detain  us  from  our  prefect  fub- 
je<5b,  to  give  a long  detail  of  the  difference, 
fymptoms,  complications^  and  effefts  of  thefe 
difeafes. 

Now  it  is  very  certain,  that  nothing  is  lefs 
fixed,  or  more  undecided,  than  the  methods 
which  have  been,  and  are  now  ufed  in  the 
treatment  of  gun-fhot  wounds.  Some,  as 
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Mr.  Ranby,  an  Englifh  furgeon,  recommend 
foftening  with  oil  the  firft  drefiing ; others, 
which  is  much  the  fame,  ufe  emollient  ca- 
taplafms.  This  is  the  general  method,  when 
they  are  attended  with  inflammation.  Some 
make  ufe  of  aromatic  wine,  when  there  is  a 
contuflon  and  tumour  : a pradtice  which  fuf- 
ficiently  agrees  with  the  indication  which 
ought  to  be  fulfilled.  Others,  again,  make 
ufe  of  fpirituous  medicines,  which  may  be 
of  fervice  when  mixed  with  other  ingredi- 
ents j but  which,  I believe,  are  always  inju- 
rious when  applied  alone,  even  in  cafe  of  a 
mortification. 

I would  not  have  fpoken  fo  decifively 
againft  the  bad  confequences  of  the  common 
practices  of  treating  this  fpecies  of  wounds, 
had  I not  been  well  convinced  of  them.  It 
is  one  of  the  molt  interefting  points  in  for- 
gery, which  we  (hould  by  no  means  overlook, 
by  fuffering  ourfelves  to  be  milled  by  former 
pradtice,  inftead  of  confidering  how  to  im- 
prove upon  it. 

The  infallibility  of  the  good  effedts  of  the 
Extradt  of  Saturn  will  fecure  the  pradtitioner, 
who  (hall  prefcribe  it  in  the  treatment  of  gun- 
(hot  wounds,  from  the  errors  which  attend 
the  other  methods  hitherto  adopted  on  the 
like  occafions  ; for  I am  not  afraid  to  affert, 
that  in  a (hort  time  after  the  application  of 
this  medicine,  the  accidents  ufually  attend- 
ing thefe  complaints,  fuch  as  inflammation, 
fwelling,  &c.  will  be  diminifhed.  I am  alfo 
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thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  by  a proper  at- 
tention in  the  application  of  our  medicine, 
the  cure  of  many  gun-fhot  wounds  might  be 
effefted,  which  are  ranked  amongft  thofe 
which  require  amputation.  However,  I do  not 
pretend  here  to  fpeak  of  fuch  as  are  caufed 
by  violent  fhocks,  and  attended  with  a lofs 
of  fubftance  in  effential  parts,  injuries  of  the 
bowels,  &c. 

What  a confiderable  lofs  do  his  Majefty’s 
troops  fuffer,  by  the  non-application  of  this 
Extradt,  both  in  the  field  and  hofpitals,  where 
the  wounded  fwarm  ! We  have  negledled  no- 
thing to  make  it  public ; and  the  mod  fa- 
vourable experiments  have  juftified  our  opi- 
nion : yet,  by  an  inconceivable  infatuation, 
its  ufe  is  by  no  means  fo  general  as  it  ought 
to  be.  Why  have  not  modern  authors,  who 
have  written  ex  -profejfo  on  gun-fhot  wounds, 
and  the  manner  of  treating  them,  had  candour 
enough  to  acknowledge  the  infufficiency,  or 
rather  the  danger,  of  the  moft  generally  re- 
ceived procefifes  ? If  they  would  only  take 
the  trouble  to  make  trials  of  our  application, 
the  good  effects  of  which  we  cannot  fuffi- 
ciently  extol,  perhaps  they  would  be  forced 
to  declare  in  its  favour. 

OBSERVATION  I. 

THE  Bifhop  of  Caftres,  who  had  made  ufe  of 
my  remedy  for  many  years  in  his  dioeefe,  for  the 
poor,  has  done  me  the  honour  to  tell  me,  that 
a man,  who  had  his  whole  body  burnt  with  gun- 
powder, 
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powder,  from  the  intenfe  pain,  threw  himfelf  into  a 
river  ; but  he  was  fcarcely  come  out  again,  before 
the  pains  returned  upon  him  with  great  violence. 
When  all  other  remedies  had  been  made  ufe  of  with- 
out effect,  this  prelate  caufed  comprefles  of  the  Ve- 
geto-mineral  Water  to  be  applied  to  the  part.  He 
was  immediately  freed  from  his  fufferings,  and  cured 
in  a few  days.  This  fame  gentleman  likewife  in- 
formed me,  that  he  had  prefcribed  this  remedy  with 
the  fame  fuccefs  to  one  of  his  domeftics,  who  had  by 
fome  accident  burnt  his  leg. 

OBSERVATION  II. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Soulier,  Surgeon-major  of 
the  Regiment  of  Bigorre. 

A CORPORAL  was  burned  with  gun-pow- 
der, from  the  head  to  the  epigaftric  region.  The 
two  fuperior  extremities  had  likewife  fuffered,  and  his 
face  was  fo  disfigured  that  he  could  not  be  known. 
He  was  blooded  as  often  as  is  ufual  on  fuch  occafions, 
but  nothing  was  applied  except  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water  : he  was  regularly  drefled  three  times  a day, 
and  I took  care  to  keep  the  comprefles  moiftened  with 
the  above  water.  In  five-and-twenty  days  my  patient 
, was  cured  without  any  ugly  fear. 

OBSERVATION  HI. 

A PROTESTANT  Minifter,  who  had  received 
a piflol  fhot  on  the  fuperior  part  of  the  fore-arm, 
was  conducted  to  the  Citadel  of  this  town.  He  was 
attended  by  Mr.  Vatre,  mafter-furgeon  at  Paris,  and 
the  furgeon-major  of  the  Norman  regiment,  who 
were  unanimous  in  applying  comprefles  dipped  in  the 
Vegeto-mineral  Water  to  the  part,  thinking  this 
method  would  be  the  moft  efficacious  to  fubdue  the 

inflammation, 
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inflammation,  and  prevent  a return  of  the  haemor- 
rhage, which  was  to  be  feared  j this  being  accordingly 
done,  the  inflammation  was  abated  before  the  next 
morning  ; and  on  the  fourth  day  my  patient  was  in  ;* 
fair  way  of  doing  well. 

OBSERVATION  IV. 

THE  fon  of  Mr.  Cavalier,  a Lawyer  of  this 
town,  had  part  of  his  face  burnt  by  a rocket.  The 
eye  was  fo  much  affected,  that  he  was  in  danger  of 
lofing  it.  I applied  the  Cerate  of  Saturn  to  the  part, 
and  comprefles  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  over  the 
whole.  Soon  after,  the  fwelling  abated,  and  the  tenth 
day  my  patient  was  fo  recovered,  that  there  was  not 
a iingle  grain  of  powder  to  be  difcovered  in  the  fkin, 

OBSERVATION  V. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Delon,  Surgeon-major  of  tb * 
Regiment  of  Brejfe. 

A GUNNER,  during  the  time  he  was  ram- 
ming a cartridge  into  a cannon,  was  fo  unlucky  as  to 
have  the  powder  take  fire  j and  being  at  the  mouth  of 
the  piece,  he  had  half  the  fore-arm  and  hand  burnt. 
The  fhock  was  fo  great,  that  he  loft  all  fenfation  ixv. 
the  part.  I contented  myfelf  with  ordering  the  arm 
to  be  continued  in  a bath  of  the  Vegeto-mineraL. 
Water,  and  feme  fpirits  of  wine,  for  fix  hours  fuc- 
ceflively.  The  day  after,  my  patient  was  drefled  with 
the  Cerate  of  Saturn,  and  in  fourteen  or  fifteen  days 
he  was  cured.  N.  B.  Previcufly  to  my  applying  the 
Cerate>  I covered  the  part  with  comprefles  dipped  im 
the  above  Water. 
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OBSERVATION  VI. 

. « 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Bruguiere,  of  the  Regiment 
of  Tour-du-Pin. 

AN  officer  of  the  Crown  Regiment  was  wounded 
at  the  affair  of  Crevelt,  by  a ball,  which  entered  the 
middle  and  external  part  of  the  arm,  and  came  out  on 
the  other  fide,  without  injuring  the  bone.  Every 
thing  that  is  ufually  done  on  the  occafion  was  done 
for  him.  It  was  his  lot  to  fall  into  my  hands,  and  I 
cicatrized  both  wounds  in  a fhort  time,  by  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water.  A comrade 
of  his,  who  lay  in  the  next  bed,  and  was  under  the 
care  of  an  afliftant-furgeon,  had  the  fame  kind  of 
wound  ; but  feeing  his  yet  remaining  open,  petitioned 
to  have  privately  given  him  fome  of  that  excellent 
white  liquor,  which  had  contributed  to  cure  his  com- 
rade in  fo  fhort  a time.  I refuted  it,  left  it  fhould 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  affiftant-furgeon,  who 
certainly  would,  not  have  thanked  me:  however, 
through  compaffion,  I ventured  to  give  him  fome  of 
it,  which  he  made  ufe  of  every  morning  after  his 
ufual  dreffing.  He  was  cured  in  twelve  days. 

OBSERVATION  VII. 

On  the  Cure  of  a Fijiulous  Ulcer,  in  confluence  of  a 
Gun-Jhot  Wound*  By  the  fame . 

ONE  REJOUI,  ferjeant  of  the  Regiment  of 
Chartres,  received  a wound  with  a ball  on  the 
upper  and  external  part  of  the  thighy  which  en- 
tered the  fcrotum,  and  came  out  two  fingers 
from  the  great  trochanter,  without  injuring  the- 
bone.  About  fix  weeks  after  this  accident,,  he  was 
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brought  to  the  Hofpital  of  Andernaft,  where  I attend- 
ed him.  I found  that  the  wound,  which  had  been 
made  by  the  entry  of  the  ball,  was  become  fiftulous. 
I afked  the  patient,  whether  injections  had  been  made 
ufe  of?  He  informed  me,  that  the  wound  had  often 
been  injeCted  with  barley-water  and  honey  of  redes. 
From  thence  I refolved  to  injeCt  fome  of  the  Vegeto- 
mineral  Water,  which  I compofed  myfelf.  After  the 
fourth  injeCtion,  there  came  out  a piece  of  his  breeches 
cloth,  and  the  day  following  the  wound  was  cica- 
trized. I faw  the  patient  on  his  return  from  the  baths, 
three  months  after,  and  he  informed  me,  that  the 
wound  had  never  broke  out. 


On  the  Ufe  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn  in  External 
Suppurations,  and  particularly  in  Abfcejfes 
and  Ulcers. 

._  '.  • • # 4 li  5 \ * • 

E now  come  to  Suppurations -}  difeafes 


which  are  as  common  as  they  are 


often  fatal.  We  underhand  by  external  Sup- 
purations, all  thofe  which,  by  figns,  denote 
that  one  or  more  parts  of  the  body  have  fup- 
purated,  whether  the  pus  is  hill  concealed, 
or  whether  it  difeharges  itfelf.  This  furnifhes 
furer  grounds  for  our  diagnohic. 

The  fkin,  mufcles,  and,  above  all,  the  fat, 
are  the  principal  feats  of  external  fuppura- 
tions  ■,  but  they  often  attack  other  parts 
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that  are  lufceptible  of  inflammation,  fuch  as 
are  the  membranes,  aponeurofes,  tendons, 
periofteum,  &c. 

The  fuppuration  of  every  part  is  generally 
preceded  by  a greater  or  lefs  degree  of  in- 
flammation ; and  by  this,  chiefly,  is  a judg- 
ment to  be  formed  of  the  violence  of  the 
fuppuration. 

Although  it  has  heen  faid,  with  a great 
deal  of  reafon,  that  fuppuration  is  the  work 
of  Nature,  it  is  not  lefs  true,  that  it  may  be 
retarded  or  promoted  by  art,  according  to 
the  choice  which  is  made  of  the  medicines 
proper  for  the  occaflon.  This  choice  is  not 
fo  indifferent  as  is  generally  imagined,  and 
often  gives  rife  to  many  inconveniencies. 
This  fubjeCt  being  fo  very  important,  re- 
quires our  particular  attention. 

Emollients,  on  which  we  fufficiently  dwelt 
in  fpeaking  of  Inflammations,  are  adopted 
by  practitioners  with  at  leaft  equal  inconve- 
niencies, in  the  greater  part  of  threatened  fup- 
purations.  They  tread  the  beaten  path,  from 
which  they  think  it  unfafe  to  depart  ; but  a 
clofer  examination  will  prove  to  us  the  infuf- 
ficiency  and  the  danger  of  thefe  emollient  ap- 
plications, in  the  cafe  now  before  us. 

But  to  attempt  to  perfuade  the  generality 
of  Surgeons  not  to  overwhelm,  if  I may  fo 
fpeak,  an  inflamed  part,  which  tends  to  l'up- 
puration,  with  relaxing  and  ripening  cata- 
plafins,  is  to  fpeak  a language  entirely  con- 
trary to  their  ideas.  But  what  will  they  fay. 
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if  I demonflrate  to  them,  that  without  anyr 
opening,  the  purulent  matter  confined  in  the 
abfcefs  may  be  carried  off  by  refolution  and 
tranfudation  ? I do  not  hefitate  to  publifh 
thefe  fa£ts,  though  in  appearance  very  fur- 
prifing,  becaufe  they  are  confirmed  by  in- 
numerable experiments.  It  may  therefore  be 
looked  upon  as  a truth,  that  the  Extract  of 
Saturn,  applied  in  its  different  forms  on  the 
fuppurated  part,  penetrates  to  the  matter, 
and  by  a very  fingular  aftion  caufes,  through 
the  pores  of  the  fkin,  a difcharge  of  pus, 
which  is  found  upon  the  different  dreffings  ; 
by  which  means,  without  coming  to  any  ope- 
ration, the  faid  pus  is  by  degrees  difperfed, 
and  the  patient  perfectly  cured.  No  other 
reafon  can  be  given  for  this  phenomenon, 
than  by  admitting  the  metallic  particles  to 
have  a peculiar  power  of  dilating  the  pores 
of  the  folid  parts  which  furround  the  matter, 
and  fo  far  attack  and  attenuate  it,  as  to  render 
it  capable  of  paffing  through  thefe  pores.  A 
point  of  this  importance  requires  fome  atten- 
tion in  reiterating  the  experiments  which 
have  fo  well  fucceeded  with  me ; and  we 
cannot  doubt  of  the  efficacy  of  this  applica- 
tion in  inflammatory  cafes  not  yet  brought  to 
fuppuration,  flnce  it  has  be£n  attended  with 
fuch  fuccefs  in  aiffual  fuppuration. 

The  view  of  the  Surgeon,  in  dreffing  ul- 
cers, ought  to  be,  to  reduce  them  to  a Am- 
ple wound ; and  this  is  attained  by  deterflon  : 
3 after 
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■after  which,  ulcers,  like  wounds,  want  only 
a regeneration  of  flefh  and  (kin.  The  objedt 
of  our  Work  is  not  to  enter  here  into  difcuf- 
fions,  which  are  often  fruitlefs,  concerning  the 
manner  of  the  growth  of  flelh,  and  formation 
of  lkin  ; but  {topping  at  fomething  more  fo- 
lk!, we  will  remark,  that  in  the  treatment  of 
ulcers,  praftical  furgery  has  very  little  uni- 
formity. One  ufes  the  ointment  of  Galen, 
when  the  ulcer  is  recent  and  painful ; others 
the  balm  of  Arcaeus  alone,  or  mixed  with 
bafilicon : others,  in  fine,  different  ointments, 
digeftives,  plafters,  &c.  Now  it  appears  that 
the  relaxing  ointment,  as  that  of  Galen, 
blunts  the  adtion  of  the  veffels,  on  which 
alone  the  cleanfing  and  healing  the  ulcer  de- 
pends ; from  whence  follow  proud  flelh,  ill- 
digefted  matter,  &c.  The  other  ointments, 
by  a powerful  irritation  of  the  found  veffels, 
add  too  much  to  their  aftive  power  ; from 
whence  follow  inflammation,  copious  fuppu- 
rations,  and  fometimes  a mortification  ; or  at 
leall  they  confiderably  retard  the  cure. 

If  thefe  different  circumftances  are  feri- 
oufly  confidered,  we  fhall  be  convinced  that, 
in  treating  ulcers  and  fores,  the  choice  of 
medicines  ought  to  turn  upon  fuch  as  increafe 
the  elafticity  of  the  veffels,  without  irritating 
them.  This  is  the  effe<5V  of  the  Extract  of 
Saturn,  which,  if  applied  either  as  a wafh,  or 
in  the  form  of  an  ointment,  as  appears  in  the 
Formulae,  prefently  alleviates  the  pain  of  the 

moft 
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mofl:  fenfible  and  malignant  ulcers,  favours 
their  fuppuration,  renders  fluid  the  ftagnant 
humours  in  the  obftrudted  veflels,  and  quickly 
brings  the  mofl;  obftinate  ulcers  to  cicatrize. 

What  I have  here  advanced,  is  founded 
upon  athoufand  Obfervations  and  Cures,  that 
have  been  made  both  in  our  hofpital  and 
others.  Befides,  my  practice  is  not  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  holpital  of  La  Cha- 
rite  at  Paris;  for  Mr.  Faget  the  Elder,  a 
Surgeon  of  very  great  merit,  allured  me,  in 
the  year  1751,  that  he  conftantly  ufed,  in  that 
hofpital,  for  the  drefling  of  fores  and  ulcers, 
the  Tripharmacum  ointment,  whofe  bafis  is 
well  known  to  be  Lead. 

I own,  notwithstanding,  that  the  effebts  of 
the  molt  approved  applications  cannot  cor- 
rect a corrofive  fuppuration  in  a patient  whofe 
blood  is  infebted  with  a virus,  againlt  which 
the  known  remedies  have  little  or  no  elfebt : 
for  in  thefe  cafes  the  greale  is  melted,  Anus’s  • 
and  burrows  are  formed.  But  even  in  thefe, 
our  metallic  remedy  excels  all  others,  in 
calming  and  curbing  the  acrimony  of  the 
fuppuration,  in  alleviating  the  cruel  pains  it 
excites,  prefcribing,  at  the  fame  time,  limits 
to  its  bad  effebt,  and  taking  off  the  bad  fmell 
which  is  exhaled.  Thus,  though  the  evil  it- 
felf  is  incurable,  great  benefit  may  accrue 
from  its  application. 

I come  now  to  the  different  methods  that  I 
daily  follow,  and  have  always  followed,  in 

the 
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the  dreffing  of  ulcers,  beginning  with  fuch  as 
are  fimple  and  recent,  and  then  going  to  thofe 
which  are  ancient,  callous,  painful,  putrid, 
{linking,  and  corrofive. 

There  is  nothing  more  eafy  than  the  dref- 
fing  of  fimple  ulcers ; 1 mean  fuch  as  are  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  opening  of  an  abfcefs  ; for 
thefe,  we  make  ufe  of  wafhes  of  the  Vegeto- 
mineral  Water,  and  of  injedlions  of  the  fame, 
when  they  are  deep ; we  wet  the  pledgets 
and  firft  comprefs  ; and  cover  the  former  with 
the  Cerate,  as  in  the  Formulae  ; we  drefs  the 
fores  twice  a day  ; and  by  purfuing  this  me-' 
thod,  the  difeafe  is  foon  conquered. 

It  is  not  the  fame  with  old,  foul,  bleeding, 
horny,  and  fetid  ulcers  ; they  obdinately  re- 
fill ordinary  applications  ; and  even  the  bell 
prove  ufelefs,  without  the  indifpenfable  pre- 
cautions we  take  in  their  treatment.  If  we 
attend  to  the  nature  of  thefe  ulcers,  and  their 
offenfive  and  corrofive  luppuration,  we  fitall 
be.  able  to  judge  of  the  difficulty  of  their 
cure  ; for  if  they  are  only  drefied  twice  a day, 
this  corrofive  fuppuration  deftroys  and  de- 
vours, I may  fay,  in  a few  moments,  the 
adion  of  the  moll  excellent  applications. 
Having  learned  from  experience,  that  the 
Extradl  of  Saturn,  mixed  with  common  wa- 
ter and  brandy,  in  the  quantity  that  will  be 
mentioned  in  its  place,  is  not  only  fovereign 
in  preventing  putrefa£lion,  cleanfing,  refolv- 
ing,  calming;  but  has  the  mod  fingular 
virtue  of  blunting  the  acrimony  of  the  mod 

E bloody 
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bloody  and  corrofive  fuppurations  ; I cannot 
think  any  other  remedy  can,  with  equal  fuc- 
cefs,  be.  applied  to  the  cure  of  old  ulcers.  I 
d refs  with  the  ointment  I have  already  men- 
tioned, taking  care  to  waffi  the  ulcer  with 
the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  a -little  warm,  with 
which  the  pledgets  and  compreifes  are  to  be 
wetted,  and  to  moiften  every  hour  the  ban- 
dages with  the  faid  water. 

By  following  this  method,  I have  not  only 
cured  the  molt  obftinate  and  inveterate  ul- 
cers, but  many  others  of  the  Profeffion  have 
met  with  equal  fuccefs,  as  will  be  feen  in  the 
Obfervations.  But  1 mult  here  anticipate  an 
objedtion  that  will  neeefiarily  be  made  me,  and 
of  which  I am  fenfible  myfelf. 

There  are  ulcers,  which  are  looked  upon 
as  drains,  by  which  the  blood  is  purified  and 
which  give  rife,  when  attempted  to  be  cured, 
to  a reflux  of  vicious  matter  into  the  mafs, 
the  confequence  of  which  is  much  more  to  be 
dreaded  than  the  ulcer  itfelf.  This  difficulty, 
being  founded  upon  experience,  appears  at 
firfb  unanfwerable ; however,  I dare  affirm 
that  it  makes  nothing  againft  the  method 
which  I pradtife.  It  is  certain,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  venereal  ulcers  with  medicines  that 
have  not  an  anti-venereal  quality,  we  only 
obtain  an  illufory  cure  j and  though  we  make 
the  ulcer  difappear,  we  cannot  eradicate  the 
caufe.  It  is  equally  certain,  that  irritating 
applications,  repel  lets,  and  others  of  that  na- 
ture, cannot  contribute  to  heal  old  ulcers, 

without 
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without  giving  occafion  to  a reflux  of  vicious 
matter  into  the  blood  ; and  I am  well  per- 
fuaded,  that  but  a very  little  of  the  offenfive 
and  corrofive  matter  muft  produce  the  worft 
effects.  But  the  reproaches  which  thefe  re- 
medies we  have  been  fpeaking  of  fo  juftiy 
merit,  cannot  be  given  to  our  metallic  one. 
It  does  not  adl  by  repulfion,  nor  does  it  oc- 
cafion any  reflux  of  matter,  as  it  fets  in  mo- 
tion the  ftagnated  humours  which  choaked 
up  the  edges  of  the  ulcer,  and  produces  an 
external  fuppuration;  it  gently  ftimulates  the 
found  flefh,  adds  to  its  fpring,  and  cleanfes, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  blunts,  the  acri- 
mony of  bad  fuppurations.  Thus  the  pains 
are  abated,  and  all  the  bad  fymptoms  which 
generally  attend  malignant  ulcers  ; which  it 
effedtually  cures,  by  deftroying  the  caufe, 
which  I fuppofe  to  be  local.  What  I have 
here  advanced  is  founded  upon  fifteen  years 
experience  j fo  I think  it  may  be  depended 
upon. 

However,  I do  not  pretend  to  banilh,  in 
the  treatment  of  ulcers,  the  general  or  parti- 
cular remedies  proper  to  deftroy  the  viru7 
lence  that  may  be  found  in  the  blood,  and 
which  is  often  the  caufe  of  bad  fuppurations. 
But  in  general  it  is  worth  while  remarking, 
that  old  and  callous  ulcers  are  commonly 
produced  by  the  negledt  of  fome  incojnfide.r- 
able  fore  at  firil,  or  of  fome  inflammation 
that  had  come  to  fuppuration  ; which,  by  bad 
treatment,  often  degenerates  into  an  incurable 
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ulcer.  Now  we  are  not  afraid  to  aflert,  that 
our  metallic  remedy  is  as  fovereign  in  thefe 
kind  of  ulcers,  as  mercury  is  in  the  vene- 
real difeafe  ; nor  have  we  ever  feen  any  bad 
effedts  from  it.  I thought  this  preamble  ne- 
ceffary,  to  deftroy  ancient  prejudices,  which 
are  fo  deeply  rooted  in  men’s  minds,  and  which 
it  is  no  eafy  tafk  to  remove.  I now  come  to 
the  Obfervations. 

SECT.  I. 

OBSERVATION  I. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  E spin  AS. 

Mr.  DURAND,  a cutler  of  this  town,  went 
to  Mr.  Efpinas,  a pupil  of  mine,  to  afluage  the 
violent  pains  of  an  ulcer,  which  extended  from  the 
middle  of  his  leg  to  the  lower  part  of  the  malleo- 
lus internus  ; an  infupportable  cadaverous  ftench 
blued  from  it ; and  the  edges  were  hard,  callous, 
and  turned  back  : the  whole  was  of  a livid  colour, 
bordering  upon  black : the  patient  had  been  trou- 
bled with  it  for  forty  years,  during  which  time 
many  furgeons  had  undertaken  the  cure.  The  vio- 
lence of  the  pain  did  not  fuffer  him  to  enjoy  any 
cafe,  day  or  night  j he  was  incapable  of  any  exer- 
cife,  and  never  quitted  his  bed,  but  to  be  carried 
into  his  chair.  Mr.  Efpinas,  who  had  daily  been 
a witnefs  of  the  good  effedts  of  our  remedy,  in 
the  Military  Hofpital,  did  not  hcfitate  to  make  ufe 
of  it.  He  dreffed  the  patient  after  the  manner  al- 
ready defcribed  : in  three  hours  time  the  pain  was 
abated,  and  in  four-and-twenty  hours  gone  off. 
The  fmell  of  the  pus  changed  by  degrees,  and 
ceafed  to  be  offenfive.  In  Ihort,  in  lefs  than  two 
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•months,  the  ulcer  was  deterged,  confolidated,  and 
cicatrized,  without  any  inconvenience  to  the  pa- 
tient • who  is  now  as  able  to  attend  his  bufinefs  as 
ever. 

OBSERVATION  ft. 

One  ME  JAN,  a fervant,  came  to  confult  me 
about  a fcrophulous,  fordid,  and  fetid  ulcer,  which 
he  had  under ' his  right  ear.  I looked  upon  the 
ulcer  as  venereal,  and,  in  confequence,  ordered  him 
to  bathe  it,  and  ufe  mercurial  fri£tions  ; which, 
inftead  of  relieving,  increafed  the  diforder.  This 
ulcer  continued  to  corrode  the  adjacent  parts  ; it  pe- 
netrated to  the  internal  part  of  the  ear,  and  the 
cheek  of  the  fame  fide  : he  was  drefled  with  our 
Cerate,  and  the  Vegeto- mineral  Water,  with  which 
the  ulcerated  part  was  wafhed  many  times  a day, 
over  which  comprefles  were  laid  wetted  in  the  fame. 
This  remedy  diminifhed  the  pain,  but  not  the  ulcer  ; 
upon  which  the  patient  was  obliged  to  go  to  Bareges  ; 
from  whence  he  returned,  after  a long  flay,  without 
being  cured.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Montpellier,  he 
came  again  to  confult  me.  I told  him  that  my  re- 
medy was  bell:  adapted  to  his  cafe,  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  great  attention  was  to  be  paid  to  the  dref- 
fings,  which  ought  to  be  very  frequent.  By  follow- 
ing my  advice,  he  had  the  fatisfadtion  of  feeing  the 
ulcer  gradually  diminifh  ; and  in  fix  weeks  time  he 
was  perfectly  cured. 

Since  the  writing  of  this  obfervation,  many  ulcers 
have  appeared  in  different  parts  of  his  body,  as  upon 
the  fhoulder,  neck,  and  head  ; in  which  part  the 
bones  are  difcoverable  for  a confiderable  extent. 
Our  medicine  always  effected  the  cure  of  this  evil, 
although  unaffifled  by  a regular  regimen.  It  is  true 
that  a fmall  ulcer  yet  remains,  and  many  more  are 
to  be  apprehended  ; but  as  the  fource  of  the  evil  corv- 
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lifts  in  a vicious  ftate  of  the  blood  and  juices,  it  will 
eafily  be  allowed,  that  the  credit  of  our  medicine  will 
by  no  means  be  hurt  upon  that  account ; fince  it  has 
brought  about,  both  in  regard  to  this  man  as  well  as 
many  others,  every  thing  that  could  be  reafonably  ex- 
pected from  it. 

OBSERVATION  III. 

One  ANTHONY  FABRE,  a foldier  in  the 
royal  regiment  of  cavalry,  came  to  the  hofpital,  in 
the  year  1756,  to  be  cured  of  two  ulcers;  one  of 
which  was  feated  on  the  pofterior  and  middle  part  of 
his  right  leg,  the  other  on  the  upper  and  internal  part 
of  his  right  hand. 

Thefe  ulcers  were  of  the  moft  malignant  kind,  with 
very  callous  edges  ; and  the  fuppuration  was  of  fo  bad 
a quality,  that  it  corroded  all  the  neighbouring  parts  : 
that  on  the  leg  had  deftroyed  part  of  the  mufculi 
gemini ; and  the  one  on  the  hand,  the  mufculi  inter- 
offei.  The  matter  had  penetrated  through  the  hand  ; 
the  flexor  tendons  of  the  fingers  were  laid  bare  ; the 
patient  fuffered  excruciating  pains  : and  the  whole 
was  horrible  to  the  eye.  He  told  us,  that  fuch  had 
been  his  fituation  for  two  years  paft  ; which  gave  rea- 
fon  to  fufpeCt  that  it  proceeded  from  a fcrophulous 
habit  of  body  : many  furgeons  had  undertaken  his 
cure ; and  his  pittance  being  fpent  in  fearch  of  it,  he 
refolved  to  get  into  the  hofpital. 

I ordered  him  to  be  d refled  according  to  my  ufual 
method.  The  ulcer  was  injected  with  our  liquor, 
and  the  pledgets  covered  with  the  Cerate  ; the  com- 
prefies,  dipped  in  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  were 
often  moiftened,  and  the  dreflings  conftantly  changed 
twice  a day.  In  eight  days  there  was  a great  change 
for  the  better;  but  the  patient  having  given  fome 
reafon  to  fufpeCt,  that  they  might  have  been  pro- 
duced by  a venereal  caufe,  I prepared  him  for  the 
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friCtions  by  a proper  bath.  Before  the  ufe  of  the 
mercury,  the  cure  was  much  advanced,  -and  corn- 
pleated  before  the  mercury  took  effeCt.  Many,  who 
followed  me  in  ray  vifits,  were  furprifed  at  this  cure, 
and  were  no  lefs  f b at  the  celerity  with  which  it  had 
been  performed. 

OBSERVATION  IV. 

Mr.  R Y M B A U L,  purfer  to  the  King’s  Clips, 
came  to  me,  in  the  year  1755,  to  be  cured  of  an  ulcer  in 
each  leg,  with  which  he  had  been  afflicted  for  twenty 
years  pall,  and  had  hitherto  been  deemed  incurable. 
Thefe  ulcers  were  of  the  malignant  kind  ; their  edges 
hard  and  callous  ; the  fuppuration  very  offenfive  ; and 
the  whole  was  attended  with  violent  pains,  an  inflam- 
matory heat,  and  tumefaction.  I treated  this  patient 
in  the  fame  manner  I had  done  the  former,  except  the 
mercurial  friCtions  ; and  I own  fhould  have  been  fur- 
prifed with  his  cure,  had  I not  been  eye-witnefs  of 
the  former.  In  fix  weeks  he  was  perfectly  well,  and 
able  to  return  home. 

OBSERVATION  V. 

A SOLDIER,  of  the  regiment  of  Burgundy, 
had  been  afflicted  for  feven  years  with  an  ulcer  in 
the  middle  part  of  his  leg.  Its  edges  were  hard  and 
callous  ; he  had  been  falivated  without  fuccefs  ; but 
by  a methodical  drefling,  fuch  as  we  have  above  de- 
ferred, the  ulcer  was  perfectly  cured  in  a very  fhort 
time. 

OBSERVATION  VI. 

A WOMAN  with  child  had  fome  confiderable 
ulcers  round  the  vulva,  which  caufed  infupportable 
pains,  which  no  medicine  could  calm.  Being  well 
allured  they  were  nor  venereal,  I prefcribed  my 
tiiedicine,  which  gave  her  eafe,  and  performed  the 
cure. 
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OBSERVATION  VII. 

A DRUGGIST,  of  Genoa,  had  an  inflammatory 
ulcer  on  his  leg,  of  a long  Handing.  I cured  him  in 
eight  or  ten  days  by  the  ufe  of  my  medicine. 

OBSERVATION  VIII. 

Mr.  DUBRUEIL,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Belloy,  deftred  I would  pay  a vifit  to  the  major 
of  the  fame  regiment,  who  had  five  fcrophulous  ulcers 
in  his  arm,  attended  with  great  inflammation.  They 
had  been  drefled  for  feveral  years,  without  alteration 
for  the  better.  I undertook  the  cure  of  this  patient, 
whom  I treated  as  the  former.  He  foon  found  eafe  : 
in  ten  days,  four  of  the  ulcers  were  cicatrized ; and 
the  fifth,  which  was  fituated  on  the  protuberance  of 
the  fhoulder,  was  cured  in  fifteen. 

OBSERVATION  IX. 

Communicated. 

Mr.  BRUGUIERE,  furgeon  of  Saumiere,  has 
informed  me,  by  a letter,  that  after  treating  without  fuc- 
cefs  a fcrophulous  ulcer  for  three  months  fucceflively, 
he  at  laft  very  foon  conquered  it,  with  the  affiftance 
of  my  remedy. 

OBSERVATION  X. 

Communicated. 

Mr.  ROLLAND,  furgeon-major  of  the  regiment 
of  Mailli,  told  me  that  he  had  cured  in  a fhort  time, 
with  my  medicine,  an  ulcer,  attended  with  a caries, 
which  had  originally  proceeded  from  a whitloe,  and  had 
baffled  the  fkill  of  many  furgeons  for  nine  months. 
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OBSERVATION  XI. 

Communicated . 

Mr.  SEGUI  wrote  to  me  from  Spain,  that  he  had, 
by  the  fame  means,  cured  the  farmer-general  of  his 
Catholic  Majefty  of  ulcers  in  his  leg,  with  which  he 
had  been  afflicted  about  twenty  years,  and  which  had 
difabled  him  from  walking.  Mr.  Segui  adds,  that  he 
had  not  only  brought  the  above  ulcers  to  cicatrize,  by 
means  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn,  but  had  alfo  been 
witnefs  of  the  patient’s  making  ufe  of  his  legs,  which 
he  had  not  been  able  to  do  for  many  years  paft. 

OBSERVATION  XII. 

Communicated. 

Mr.  REGIS,  a furgeon  of  this  town,  faw  a girl 
of  nine  years  of  age,  of  a very  delicate  conftitution,- 
who  wa»  troubled  with  a tumour  on  her  neck,  as  big 
as  one’s  lift.  He  made  ufe  of  every  remedy  he 
thought  was  proper  to  difperfe  it ; dreading  its  com- 
ing to  fuppuration,  and  leaving  a fiftulous  ulcer,  which 
is  generally  the  confequence.  But,  notwithftanding 
his  care,  the  tumour  fuppurated  ; and,  upon  opening 
it,  he  difcovered  many  fchirrhous  glands.  The  ulcer 
could  never  be  brought  to  cicatrize,  upon  account  of 
the  flelh,  which  was  become  flaccid  and  fungous. 
The  matter  it'difcharged  was  thin,  and  its  acrimony 
brought  an  inflammation  on  the  part.  After  two 
months  drcfling,  two  puftules  appeared,  which  con- 
tained a yellowilh  corrofive  fluid  : the  ulcer,  whofe 
borders  were  become  calldus,  and  like  thofe  of  malig- 
nant ones,  fpread  farther.  Bareges,  lime-water,  and 
every  thing  elfe,  were  made  ufe  of  without  fuccefs. 
This  induced  Mr.  Regis  to  hatfe  recourle  to  the  Ex- 
tract of  Saturn  j which,  in  feven  or  eight  days,  gave 
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the  wound  a different  afpedf,  and  healed  it  in  a very 
lhort  time. 

OBSERVATION  XIII. 

Commwiicated  by  Mr.  Didier,  Burgeon-major  of  the 
Corf  can  Reg'unent  of  Cavalry. 

A SOLDIER,  who  had  a carious  ulcer  on  the 
leg,  has  been  cured  by  the  Extradl  of  Saturn,  after 
every  other  medicine,  which  could  be  thought  of, 
had  failed.  Being  well  convinced  that  my  patient 
had  no  bad  humour  in  his  blood,  I put  him  under  a 
proper  regimen,  and  ordered  him  to  keep  his  bed  ; I 
purged  him  from  time  to  time,  and  took  care  to 
remove  all  the  proud  flefh  from  the  fore,  which  I 
wafhed  three  or  four  times  a day  with  the  Extradf, 
modified  according  to  the  ftate  of  the  ulcer ; whole 
afpedt  was  hideous,  when  I firft  undertook  the  cure. 
The  officers,  who  had  determined  to  drfcharge  this 
man,  as  one  incapable  of  fervice,  were  witnelTes  of 
the  cure,  with  no  fmall  degree  of  aftoniftiment. 

OBSERVATION  XIV. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Begon,  one  of  the  principal 
Surgeons  of  St.  Hippolitus’s  Hofpital. 

HAVING  been  witnefs,  at  the  Royal  Hofpi- 
tal at  Montpellier,  of  the  furprifing  effedis  of  the 
Extradt  of  Saturn,  I thought  a proper  opportunity 
offered  of  trying  it  on  a caries,  which  attacked  the 
right  fide  of  the  lower  end  of  the  bone  of  the  leg, 
and'  which  had  fpread  to  the  head  of  the  firft  bone 
of  the  mctatarfus,  and  to  the  third  bone  of  the 
tarfus : this  caries  was  accompanied  with  many 
finulTes,  along  the  upper  part  of  the  foot.  I in- 
jedted  the  Extradt  of  Saturn  without  modifying  it, 
and  applied  .it  to  the  bones,  by  means  of  pledgets. 
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The  fuceefs  was  fo-  fudden  and  aftonifhing,  that 
I thought  myfelf  bound  to  make  the  particulars 
known. 

OBSERVATION  XV. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Bruguiere,  Surgeon-major  of 
the  Regiment  of  Tour -du-pin. 

A SOLDIER  of  the  regiment  of  Madly  had 
been  troubled,  for  four  or  five  years  pafl,  with  a 
cancerous  ulcer,  which  occupied  all  the  anterior  part 
of  the  leg,  with  a tumefaction  of  the  middle  part  of 
the  tibia.  1 gave  him  a bottle  of  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water,  and  defired  him  to  wet  the  comprefles,  when 
he  found  them  dry ; and„  as  he  had  the  advantage  of 
being  near  a.  drove,  he  warmed  the  water.  My  pa- 
tient followed  punctually  my  orders.  In  about  four 
or  five  days,  1 perceived  the  edges  of  the  ulcer  much 
cleaner,  the  bottom  red,  and  the  vacancies  filled  up 
with  good  flefh';  and  that,  by  perfeverance,  he  was 
in  a fair  way  of  being  cured'.  In  fine,  after  a month’s 
application  of  this  medicine,  he  was  not  only  freed 
from  this  ulcer,,  but  likewife  from  the  tumefaction  of 
the  tibia.  Of  this  fact,  Mr.  Laroque,  phyfician  to  the 
army  and  to  the  hofpital  at  Duifbourg,  was  an  eye- 
witnefs.  This  phyfician.  could'  not  help  mentioning, 
the  cure;  and  atteifed  it  by  a memoir,  which  I fent  to 
Monf.  De  Paulmy,  then  Secretary  at  War,  who  did 
me  the  honour  to  write  me  a letter  upon  the  occafion,. 
which  I ftill  preferve^ 

I was  not  afraid  of  advancing,,  in  the  pre- 
lude to  this  Chapter,,  that  my  medicine  had1 
often  proved  fuccefsful  in  d.ifperfing  abfeeffes, 
after  they  had  fuppurated..  The  following 
Obfervations  will  help  to  prove  what  I have 
laid  upon  the  occafion. 
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OBSERVATION  I. 

Of  an  Abfcefs  cured  by  Reflation. 

One  ANTHONY  MONTON,  foldier  of  the 
regiment  of  Haynault,  in  Denin’s  Company,  came  to 
the  Royal  Hofpital,  with  a bubo  on  the  groin  as  big 
as  one’s  fill;  the  fluctuation  was  very  dillinCl.  A 
cataplafm,  made  with  bread  and  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water,  was  applied  to  the  grievance.  Soon  after,  a 
very  copious  difcharge  of  pus  was  perceived  upon  the 
dreflings : the  tumour  daily  diminilhed,  and  in  a 
month’s  time  was  entirely  diiperfed. 

OBSERVATION  II. 

On  the  fame  fubjedl. 

A SOLDIER  of  the  regiment  ofVaftan  came 
to  the  Royal  Hofpital  with  a venereal  bubo,  which 
had  been  long  dreffed  with  every  medicine  that  was 
thought  proper  to  difperfe  it.  Local  frictions  had  been 
made  ufe  of;  but  nothing  could  prevent  its  fuppura- 
tion.  The  fluctuation  was  very  diftinft,  when  he 
came  to  the  hofpital.  As  I had  often  feen  many  of 
thefe  tumours  difperfed  by  my  medicines,  I applied  a 
cataplafm  made  with  bread  and  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water.  In  four-and-twenty  hours  time  the  fluctua- 
tion was  fenfibly  diminilhed  ; and,  in  a very  Ihort 
time,  the  refolution  was  beyond  all  difpute.  Some 
phyficians,  and  many  fludents,  were  witnefles  of  this 
faCl.  I faw  the  fame  thing  happen  foon  after  to  a fol- 
dier of  Bearn. 

I have  advanced  nothing  here,  which  can- 
not be  witneffed  by  others  of  the  Faculty. 
Mr.  Bounhiol,  M.  D.  has  juft  informed  me, 
that  he  has  cured,  by  refolution,  with  my  re- 
- medy. 
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medy,  (<  many  buboes  in  the  groin  and  arm- 
pits,  where  the  fuppuration  was  eftablifh- 
“ ed.”  Thefe  are  his  own  words. 


SECTION  II. 

On  the  Aftion  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn  on  Ftftu- 
las3  and fiftulous  Sinujfes. 

W HAT  EVE  R is  the  nature  of  the  mat- 
ter of  an  abfcefs,  and  in  whatever  part  of  the 
body  it  is  found,  a difcharge  is  always  to  be 
encouraged  and  promoted  by  incifion ; for 
when  it  has  been  lodged  for  any  time,  it  never 
fails  to  open  a palfage  to  thofe  parts  where  it 
meets  with  leaft  refiftance.  Now  as  the  op- 
pofition  from  the  Hein  is  much  greater  than 
that  from  the  parts  below  it,  it  is  not  furprif- 
ing  that  matter,  which  has  no  external  vent, 
fhould  attack  the  adipofe  membrane,  and  the 
mufcles  themfelves  ; thereby  occafioning  fi- 
nufles,  hard  tumours,  callofities,  and  fometimes 
a caries  of  fuch  bones  as  are  found  near  it. 

A judicious  pradlice  might  prevent  thefe 
accidents,  which  too  frequently  attend  the 
common  methods  of  cure.  To  this  end  the 
ufual  applications,  in  inflammations,  mull  be 
abfolutely  laid  afide,  and  ours  fubllituted  in 
their  Head,  either  in  a cataplafm,  lotion,  or 
otherwife.  By  this  means  the  inflammation 
may  be  removed ; or,  if  fuppuration  cannot 
be  prevented,  it  may  be  at  leaft  confined  to 
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narrow  bounds.  When  this  laft  is  the  cafe, 
we  muft  lofe  no  time  in  procuring  a difcharge, 
by  an  opening  proportioned  to  the  quantity 
of  the  pent-up  matter^  that  done,  our  Cerate 
is  to  be  applied,  and  the  wound  wafhed  with 
the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  in  which  the  com- 
prefles  are  to  be  dipped  : by  this  method  it 
will  be  foon  cicatrized.. 

OBSERVATION  I. 

One  CHARLES  HERBILLON,  called  the 
Tulip,  a foldier  of  the  regiment  of  Soiflonois,  had 
three  fiftulous  ulcers  ; one  in  the  middle  of  the  co- 
ronal future,  of  a confiderable  extent  j the  fecond  on 
the  middle  part  of  the  right  parietal  bone  -r  and  the 
third  near  the  coronal  future  : the  bones  of  each  were 
vifible.  Thefe  three  ulcers  were  owing  to  encyfted 
tumours,  which  had  broke  of  themfelves.  The  pa- 
tient was  free  from  any  venereal  taint.  I ordered  los 
tions  to  be  made  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  and 
the  Cerate  to  be  poured  into  the  finufles,  with  which 
the  pledgets  were  covered ; the  patient  was  d refled- 
twice  a day  ; and  he  took  care  himfelf  to  ntoiften  the 
draftings.  He  was  cured  in  three-and-twenty  days, 

OBSERVATION  II. 

SOME  years  ago,  a foldier  came  to  confult  me 
for  a fiftulous  ulcer,  which  he  had  in  the  infide  of  his 
hand  : this  ulcer  was  attended  with  many  finufles,  and 
proceeded  from  a fuppuration,.  which  had  laid  bare  the 
flexor  tendons  of  the  fingers.  The  injection  of  our 
liquor,  and  the  application  of  the  Cerate,,  cured  him 
in  lefs  than  fifteen  days. 
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OBSERVATION  III. 

ft.  NEPHEW  of  Mr.  Guifcard,  Commiflary  at 
War  at  Genoa,  had  been  afflicted  for  many  years  with' 
a fiftula,  which  penetrated  one  of  the  maxillary  finufles. 
It  was  owing  to  the  drawing  of  a tooth.  It  was 
injected  for  a month  with  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,, 
and  cured. 

OBSERVATION  IV. 

Communicated. 

Mr.  REGIS,  Surgeon  of  this  town,  was  Pent  for 
to  a lady,  who  had  a fiftulous  ulcer  in  the  inferior 
and  internal  part  of  the  leg,  which  had  been  occa- 
fioned  by  an  eryfipelas,  which  had  fuppurated.  The 
patient  had  kept  her  bed  for  fix  weeks,  and  would 
never  confent  to  have  the  ulcer  laid  open.  There 
were  many  callofities  round  its  edge,  and  a confiderable 
tumefaction.  Having  introduced  a probe  into  the  fif- 
tula,  a famous  matter  was  difcharged,  and  three 
finufles  were  difcovered  of  three  fingers  breadth  each, 
which  ran  in  different  directions.  As  an  incifion  was 
not  approved  of,  we  were  obliged  to  keep  the  wound 
open  by  tents.  Mr.  Regis  then  made  ufe  of  my  Ex- 
tract, which  he  injeCted  ; but  thinking  this  method 
tedious,  he  had  recourfe  to  the  green  balfam,  and  Ba- 
reges. water : but  he  was  foon  obliged  to  lay  afide  thefe 
remedies,  and  return  to  mine,  on  account  of  an  eryfi- 
pelatous  inflammation,  which  he  difperfed  very  foon 
with  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water.  He  had  foon  after 
the  fatisfaCtion  of  feeing  the  bad  fymptoms  difappear, 
and  the  ulcer  cicatrize. 

OBSERVATION  V. 

One  TOULOUSE,  fervant  to  the  Count  dfc 
Montcan,  was  troubled  with  an  incompleat  fiftula, 

which 
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which  had  its  opening  outwards,  about  a finger’s  breadth 
from  the  margin  of  the  anus.  Having  propofed  the 
operation  to  him,  he  told  me,  he  could  fubmit  to  no 
remedy  which  would  oblige  him  to  keep  his  bed  j but 
that  he  was  willing  to  try  any  one  that  would  not  in- 
terfere with  his  bufinefs.  I judged,  from  experi- 
ence, that  he  might  reap  fome  benefit  from  injections 
of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  the  application  of  the 
Pomatum,  and  comprefles  dipped  in  the  Extradt  of 
Saturn.  The  remedy  fucceeded  to  our  wifhes,  as  will 
appear  by  the  account  he  has  fent  to  Mr.  Savage  and 
myfelf. 

“ Not  having  it  in  my  power  to  obferve  the  proper 
“ hours  for  the  drelfings,  I took  care,  when  I went 
te  to  bed,  to  apply  a comprefs  dipped  in  the  liquor. 
“ I perceived  that  it  continued  daily  to  be  lefs  co- 
“ vered  with  pus,  and  that,  in  proportion  to  my  ap- 
“ plication  of  this  water,  the  fuppuration  diminifhed  : 
“ it  was  even  flopped  in  fifteen  days  time,  and  I was 
“ juft  well,  when  I was  obliged  to  ride  poft  ; but,  by 
“ perfevering  in  the  ufe  of  this  medicine,  I found  my- 
“ felf  perfectly  cured,  notwithftanding  I had  rode  one 
“ hundred  and  fifty  miles.” 

OBSERVATION  VI. 

Communicated. . 

I C U R E D,  at  Marfeilles,  a girl  of  a fiftula  in  the 
bottom  of  her  foot,  which  fhe  had  had  for  five  years, 
by  repeated  injections  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  YV  ater, 
and  a comprefs  dipped  in  the  fame.  The  cure  was  per- 
formed in  twenty  days. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

0//  Cancers , whether  occult  or  ulcerated ; and 
of  the  AElion  of  the  Extradl  of  Saturn  againjl 
thefe  Complaint s . 

IT  is  a received  opinion  among  Phyficians 
and  Surgeons,  that  external  applications 
are  ufelefs,  and  generally  dangerous,  in  the 
treatment  of  cancerous  tumours.  This  opi- 
nion is  adopted  by  praititioners  of  the  higheft 
reputation.  Mr.  Van  Swieten,  in  his  Com- 
mentaries on  the  Aphorilins  of  Boerhaave, 
declares  himfelf  of  Hildanus’s  opinion,  whofe 
Obfervations  prove,  that  plafters  of  muci- 
lage and  melilot,  mild  as  they  are,  augment 
the  rednefs  and  pain  of  a Cancer,  as  often  as 
applied.  This  Obfervation,  fays  the  illuf- 
trious  Commentator,  juftifies  the  Aphorifm 
of  Hippocrates,  who  teaches  us  not  to  at- 
tempt the  cure  of  occult  Cancers.  We  like- 
wife  find  in  Hildanus,  and  in  other  Obferva- 
tions, a number  of  examples,  which  confirm 
the  truth  of  Hippocrates’s  opinion. 

This  opinion,  fo  univerfally  adopted,  is  the 
caufe  of  thefe  unhappy  fufterers  being  left  a 
facrifice  to  the  moft  horrible  pains,  which  no 
medicine  can  calm,  and  which  frequently 
conduit  them  to  their  graves.  From  hence 
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one  may  judge  of  what  importance  it  would 
be  to  difcover  a medicine,  capable  not  only 
of  relieving,  but  even  of  curing,  this  other- 
wife  invincible  and  cruel  diforder.  Now  I 
have  the  comfort  to  think,  that  I have  dif- 
covered  fuch  a medicine  in  the  Extradl  of 
Saturn,  applied  in  the  different  forms  which 
are  fpecified  in  the  following  Obfervations. 
The  effedts  which  1 have  feen,  and  thofe 
which  my  Brethren  have  experienced,  entitle 
me  to  affirm  it ; and  I beg  thofe  of  the  Pro-' 
feffion  to  examine  its  effedts  without  preju- 
dice. It  is  no  new  fyftem  to  apply  the  pre- 
parations of  Lead  in  ulcerated  Cancers  ; every 
one  knows  how  ftrongly  they  have  been  re- 
commended ; and  this  confideration  alone 
feems  to  indicate  their  ufe  in  occult  ones, 
efpecially  during  their  commencement.  The 
reafons  which  forbid  plaflers,  and  other 
external  applications,  are  of  no  force,  when 
urged  againft  the  ufe  of  this  Extradt,  by 
way  of  lotion  or  cataplafm  ; becaufe,  fo  far 
from  (hutting  up  the  pores  of  the  (kin,  it 
helps  to  open  them  ; very  far  from  heating 
the  difeafed  part,  it  cools  it  ; far  from  exaf- 
perating  and  irritating,  it  helps  to  quiet. 
Again,  by  getting  to  the  bottom  of  the 
grievance,  it  gives  motion  to  the  infpiffated 
and  ffagnated  fluids,  without  any  ineonve-' 
nience  refulting  from  it;  and  if  the  applica- 
tion is  continued,  the  cancerous  tumour  is 
obferved  to  difperfe,  or  at  lead  it  gives  eale 
to  the  patient,  which  is  no  fmall  point  gained. 
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But  we  are  not  to  neglect  internal  remedies, 
during  the  external  ufe  of  the  Extract  of  Sa- 
turn. I look  upon  this  remedy,  with  refpedt 
to  the  greater  part  of  external  complaints, 
and  particularly  for  the  treatment  of  fchirrhous 
tumours,  as  I do  the  preparations  of  fteel  for 
the  removing  of  obftrudtions  and  complaints 
of  the  bowels  ; or  thofe  of  mercury  for  the 
venereal  difeafe ; but  with  this  diftindtion, 
that  the  efficacy  of  the  different  preparations 
of  Lead  is  more  to  be  depended  on  thafi 
thofe  of  fteel  for  fchirrhous  tumours  and  ob.- 
ftrudtions,  which  every  one  knows  often  baffle 
them. 

I fhall  place  at  the  head  of  my  Obferva- 
tions  on  this  fubjedt,  a letter  written  to  the 
wife  of  the  Intendant  of  Languedoc,  by  a 
lady  of  her  acquaintance,  who  had  applied 
my  remedy  to  the  cure  of  a Cancer,  with 
which  fhe  was  afflidted. 

OBSERVATION  I. 

“THE  Extradl  of  Saturn,  Madam,  does  won- 
“ ders  : pray  lend  me  fame  more  of  it.  The  Poma- 
“ turn  has  likewife  been  of  great  fervice.  I was  at 
“ firft  afraid  of  the  pure  Extract ; but  though  it  has 
“ been  applied  only  twice,  it  has  done  all  that  could 
“ be  reasonably  expedited,  i'o  that  now  the  wound  i«. 
“ clean  and  fenfible.” 

OBSERVATION  II. 

I WAS  fent  for  to  Agyde,  to  two  religious  wo- 
men, one  of  whom  had  an  ulcerated,  the  other  an 
occult  cancer.  The  firft  of  thefe  Cancers  indicated 
the  operation,  but  a confiderable  tumefaction  of  the 
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axillary  glands  rendered  it  unfafe.  Depending  on  the 
efficacy  and  adlivity  of  my  remedy  in  removing  ob- 
flrudlions,  I applied  it  in  form  of  a cataplafm,  and  un- 
dertook the  operation,  which  the  patient  bore  with  great 
refolution.  When  the  fuppuration  was  eftablifhed,  and 
I obferved  a favourable  change  in  the  glands,  I re- 
turned home.  Soon  after,  Mr.  Cofte,  a phyfician  of 
this  town,  who  attended  them  conftaritly,  and  was 
thereby  a judge  of  the  effedts  of  my  medicine,  wrote 
to  me  the  following  letter. 

“ Our  Religious  continues  well,  is  grown  fat,  and 
**  does  not  find  any  inconvenience  in  adhering  flridlly 
“ to  the  rules  of  the  Convent.  She  conflantly  takes 
“ afs’s  milk,  morning  and  night.  The  wound  of  the 
4‘  breaft  is  clofed  of  itfelf,  without  being  attended  with 
“ the  lealt  bad  confequence  ; and,  thanks  to  your  re- 
“ medy,  the  axillary  glands  are  void  of  fwelling ; 
“ which  you  know  was  not  the  cafe  before  the  ope- 
“ ration. 

“ As  to  filler  D’Auby,  the  cataplafms  made  with 
“ the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  which  have  been  con- 
“ tinued  for  thefe  fix  months,  have  entirely  difperfed 
“ the  fwelling  of  the  glands  ; and  it  is  only  at  certain 
“ times  that  fhe  finds  any  inconvenience  from  them  ; 
“ which  is  fo  trifling,  that  I make  no  doubt  but  a 
“ continuation  of  the  above  cataplafms,  for  fome  time 
“ longer,  will  foon  reftore  her  to  her  former  (late  of 
“ health.” 

OBSERVATION  III. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Alengry,  Surgeon-major  of  the 
Fort  du  Brefcou. 

NOT  long  ago  I cured,  by  means  of  the  Ex- 
tra£l  of  Saturn,  two  occult  Cancers  in  two  perfons 
of  diftindlion.  Some  time  before,  I undertook  a 
third,  which  afflidled  a perfon  about  four-and-twenty 
years  of  age  : in  fifteen  days  time  the  tumour  was 
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confiderably  diminifhed,  and  Toon  after  entirely  dif- 
perfed. 

OBSERVATION  IV. 

Communicated. 

Mr.  PECHAGUT  informs  me,  from  St.  Ni- 
cholas de  la  Grave,  that  he  works  miracles  with  my 
medicine  ; and  among  the  numberlefs  cures  he  has 
performed,  that  one  is  very  remarkable:  It  was  on  a 
child,  who  had  a cancerous  ulcer  on  its  cheek,  to 
which  Mr.  Pechagut  applied  our  Vegeto-mineral  Wa- 
ter ; by  which  means  the  ulcer  was  confolidated  in 
twelve  days,  to  the  no  fmall  aftonifhment  of  every  one. 

OBSERVATION  V. 

Communicated,  by  Mr.  Didier,  Surgeon-major  of  the 
Royal  Corfican  Regiment. 

DURING  my  flay  at  Antibes,  I was  defired  to 
vifit  Mr.  Merle  of  this  town,  who  was  afflidled  with  a 
Cancer,  which  was  partly  ulcerated  and  partly  occult. 
I covered  the  pledgets  with  the  pure  Extradt  of  Sa- 
turn ; the  comprefles  were  dipped  in  the  water,  and  I 
took  care  to  wafh  the  ulcer  well  with  it.  In  a few 
days  there  was  a change  for  the  better.  Being  obliged 
at  that  time  to  join  my  regiment,  I left  the  patient  in 
a fair  way  of  doing  well. 

OBSERVATION  VI. 

THE  under  cook-maid  belonging  to  Mr.  Le 
Prevot,  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age,  had  a 
confiderable  tumour  in  one  of  her  breafts,  which  was 
very  hard,  and  of  an  unpromifing  appearance.  She 
was  brought  to  me.  I ordered  cataplafms  of  bread 
and  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  j by  the  renewal  of 
which  three  or  four  times  a day,  fhe  was  cured  in  a 
fortnight. 
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OBSERVATION  VII. 

THE  daughter  of  one  Henri,  a gardener,  about 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  of  age,  had  received  a blow  on 
one  of  her  breafts,  which  had  given  rife  to  a confider- 
able  tumour.  I ordered  cataplafms  of  bread  and  the 
V egeto-mineral  W ater,  and  in  ten  or  twelve  days  Ihe 
was  cured. 

OBSERVATION  VIII. 

One  JANE  D E R I U S S E,  wife  of  Vedel,  a 
baker  of  this  town,  in  about  her  forty-fixth  year,  had 
been  afflidled  with  a fchirrhous,  unequal,  fhining  tu- 
mour on  her  left  breaft  for  fome  years  paft ; but  fhe  had 
paid  no  attention  to  it,  on  account  of  its  indolence. 
On  the  ftoppage  of  the  menfes  it  turned  to  an  occult 
Cancer.  In  four  or  five  months  it  made  fome  pro- 
grefs  ; and  pains,  from  wrhich  fhe  had  been  hitherto 
free,  now  began  to  torment  her,  and  at  laft  to  be  very 
fharp  and  piercing.  She  fhewed  it  to  me,  and  feemed 
the  more  diftreffed  at  her  fituation,  as  fhe  had  before 
confulted  Meffieurs  Chaptal,  Pelifton,  and  Giraud  the 
elder,  my  confrere,  who  all  looked  upon  it  as  a con- 
firmed Cancer. 

The  effects  which  I had  feen  my  metallic  remedy 
produce,  in  many  fimilar  cafes,  induced  me  to  pre- 
scribe a cataplafm  of  bread  and  the  V egeto-mineral 
Water,  which  I ordered  her  to  renew  three  or  four 
times  in  four-and-twenty  hours,  and  to  obferve  a pro- 
per regimen  ; to  take  herb  broths,  and  thin  whey  in 
the  morning.  The  patient,  after  a fhort  time,  found 
herfelf  better ; file  fhewed  me  the  tumour,  which  I 
found  diminifhed;  and  though  fhe  negledled  both  the 
application  of  the  cataplafm  and  the  regimen  I had 
preferibed,  I perceived  a gradual  diminution  of  the 
evil;  the  pains  left  her;  and  in  about  two  months  fhe 
was  perfectly  cured. 
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REFLECTION. 

From  this  Obfervation,  joined  with  many 
others,  confequences  may  be  drawn  of  the 
mod  beneficial  kind  ; for  they  ferve  to  prove 
by  experiments,  how  much  thofe  are  and 
have  been  to  blame,  who  forbid  external  ap- 
plications on  Cancers,  whether  in  their  com- 
mencement, or  after  they  are  confirmed. 
But  the  greateft  advantages  of  all  are  their 
methods  of  cure.  We  cannot  fay  too  much 
to  prove  our  aftertions,  feeing  our  opinion 
contradifts  that  of  the  greateft  men;  and  that 
it  is . by  Obfervations  and  reiterated  experi- 
ments only,  we  can  bring  others  to  the  fame 
way  of  thinking  with  ourfelves. 

OBSERVATION  IX. 

By  Mr.  Bicoquenod  the  Younger , A.  M.  and  Student 
in  Surgery. 

A SOLDIER,  of  the  Regiment  of  Burgundy, 
came  to  the  Hotel  Dieu  at  Montpellier,  afflufted  with 
a hard  inflammatory  .tumour  on  the  pofterior  and 
lower  part  of  the  right  thigh  ; it  extended  three  or 
four  fingers  breadth  above  the  ham,  and  about  an  inch 
below  it.  The  furgeon  of  the  ward  examined  the  tu- 
mour, and  feeing  it  did  not  tend  to  refolution,  he  ap- 
plied a cataplafm  of  bread  and  water.  This  was  con- 
tinued for  four  days,  without  any  vifible  alteration,  as 
it  neither  difperfed,  nor  looked  as  if  it  would  come  to 
fuppuration  : on  the  contrary,  it  rather  feemed  to  grow 
harder,  which  determined  him  to  apply  refolvents. 
He  then  ordered  a plafter  of  Vigo,  mucilage,  and 
diabotanum. 
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This  was  continued  for  eight  days,  without  any  di- 
minution of  the  tumour,  which  he  likewife  pumped 
with  bran-water : but  all  was  ineffe&ual.  A cata- 
plafm  was  then  applied  of  bread  and  Vegeto-mineral 
Water,  which  had  fo  good  an  effect,  that  in  a week’s 
time  the  tumour  was  fo  far  difperfed,  that  there  was 
not  the  leaft  mark  of  it  remaining. 

» 
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C LI  A P.  V. 

On  Sprains , Stiffnejs  of  the  Joints , and  Relax- 
ation of  the  Ligaments  ; and  of  the  Effect  of 
the  Extract  of  Saturn  on  thefe  Diforders. 

— 1.  A Stifinefs  of  the  joints  may  be  occa- 
Boned  by  a redundancy  or  thicknefs 
of  fynovia,  or  that  fluid  which  Nature  has 
provided  to  keep  them  fupple.  This  may 
proceed  from  various  caufes,  both  external 
and  internal.  I fhall  not  enter  into  a detail 
of  them,  as  the  only  object  I have  in  view  is 
to  mention  fuch  fadts  as  may  prove  of  lervice 
to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Profeffion  and  their 
patients. 

It  is  allowed,  on  all  hands,  that  a redun- 
dancy of  this  fluid,  when  once  fixed,  is  not 
eafily  removed;  and  it  is  equally  certain,  that 
the  applications  hitherto  made  ufe  of  to  dif- 
perfe  it,  have  often  proved  ufelefs  : and  that, 
in  courfe  of  time,  its  hardnefs  and  confift- 
ency  render  the  difeafe  abfolutely  incurable. 

Our 
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Our  application  is  the  true  fpectfic  for  ef- 
fusing a relblution  of  this  kind  of  tumours, 
efpecially  in  the  beginning.  In  the  courfe 
of  a long  practice,  I have  always  experienced 
it  to  be  efredtual  in  cafes  where  this  fluid 
was  thickened,  whether  in  the  joints,  or  in- 
volucra  of  the  tendons,  even  when  the  fharp- 
nefs  of  the  humour  had  occafioned  gouty 
fwellings.  However,  what  I have  advanced 
is  not  grounded  on  my  own  Obfervations 
only,  but  on  thole  of  many  practitioners  ; as 
will  afterwards  appear.  Before  I enter  upon 
the  facts  which  I have  to  mention,  I think 
myfelf  obliged  to  declare,  that  we  owe  to  the 
Marefchal  de  Richelieu  the  perfection  of  the 
remedy  which  we  employ  for  the  cure  of  fuch 
diforders  in  the  joints  as  are  occafioned  by  the 
: thicknefs  of  the  fluid  lodged  in  their  cavities. 
The  addition  of  l'oap  to  the  other  ingredients 
of  the  Pomatum,  of  which  we  fhall  give  an 
account  in  its  proper  place,  was  invented  at 
Genoa  by  that  illuftrious  nobleman.  It  was 
i with  this  Pomatum  I made  a cure,  in  the  year 
i 1748,  of  which  I fhall  give  a detail,  and  which 
r is  one  of  the  molt  furprifing  of  the  kind  that 
was  ever  performed. 

2.  Our  remedy  is  alfo  admirable  in  all  cafes 
it  where  the  ligaments  of  the  articulations  are 
at  relaxed,  whether  the  caufe  which  produced 

that  relaxation  be  external  or  internal,  general 
it’  or  particular,  &c. 

3.  Every  body  knows  what  is  meant  by 
the  word  Sprain  : it  is  a violence  offered  to 
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8he  ligaments  of  an  articulation  by  an  exter- 
nal caufe  ; fucli  as  an  effort,  a fall,  a blow, 
&c.  A fudden  tumour  always  enfues,  pro- 
portioned to  the  force  with  which  the  caufe 
adted,  and  to  the  quality  as  well  as  number 
of  the  ligaments  which  fuffer.  I have  often 
had  occafion  to  fee,  in  my  practice,  that  the 
Common  external  applications,  ufed  in  thefe 
cafes,  augmented  the  pain,  whilft  ours  con- 
ftantly  relieved  it,  and  effected  a cure  in  a 
few  days.  It  is  very  neceffary  to  obferve, 
that  there  is  nothing  more  oppofite  to  fprains, 
than  the  application  of  fat,  oily  lubftances  ; 
fuch,  however,  are  always  ufed  : hence  the 
fwelling  remains,  and  the  joint  is  weakened 
by  a long  difeafe  ; and  excruciating  pains  are 
felt  on  every  change  of  weather. 

4.  Before  we  come  to  the  Obfervations,  it 
may  be  expedted  that  I fhould  fay  fomething 
of  luxations  : but  as  this  would  be  wandering 
too  far  from  my  prefent  fubjedt,  I have  re- 
ferred the  detail  of  it , to  the  end  of  this 
Chapter  ; contenting  myfelf  to  obferve  here, 
that  my  remedy  is  luperior  to  all  others  in 
diminifhing  the  inflammatory  fwellings,  which 
are  the  neceffary  confequence  of  luxations  from 
an  external  caufe. 

OBSERVATION  I. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Gautier,  Majicr -Surge  on  at 
Aix  in  Provence. 

N OT  long  ago,  one  of  my  confreres  and  myfelf 
faw  a pcrfon  of  leventy  years  of  age,  who  had  a 

fpurious 
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fpurious  anchylofis.  We  made  ufe  of  Mr.  Goulard’s 
Pomatum,  and  pumped  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  on 
the  part  affected  ; by  which  means  the  cure  was  com- 
pleated  in  three  weeks, 

• » ... 

. . t ’ 

OBSERVATION  II. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Ceemoux,  an  old  Surgeon  of 
the  Dauphin  Regiment,.  . 

I WAS  fent  for  to  a young  man,  who  had  a con- 
fiderable  tumour  on  one  of  his  knees  : it  fpread  it- 
felf  over  the  whole  articulation  ; where  I was  obliged 
to  make  many  incifions.  By  bathing  the  part  with 
the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  and  applying  the  Poma- 
tum, the  diforder  was  perfectly  cured,  though  of  a 
long  Handing. 

OBSERVATION  III. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Robert,  Majler  in  Surgery. 

A YOUNG  LADY  had  been  afflicted  for  fix 
months  paft  with  a fpurious  anchylofis,  and  cutaneous 
ulcers.  This  difeafe  had  feized  that  part  of  the  leg 
where  its  articulation  is  with  the  foot,  and  all  that 
of  the  tarfus.  Many  remedies  had  been  preferibed 
without  fuccefs  ; and  {he  had  no  other  profpect  than 
that  of  being  bed-ridden  for  the  reft  of  her  life.  In  thefe 
melancholy  circumltances,  I had  recourfe  to  Mr.  Gou- 
lard’s medicines,  as  to  my  laft  refource ; which  I 
made  ufe  of,  by  pumping,  fomentation,  and  bath. 
The  fuccefs  far  exceeded  our  expectations  ; for,  in  a 
few  days,  my  patient  was  free  from  all  her  complaints. 
Thd"  motion  of  the  joint  is  again  reftored,  and  the  ul- 
cers have  difappeared. 
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OBSERVATION  IV. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Bourquenod,  my  Confrere , of 
Montpellier •. 

I ATTENDED  a foldier  who  had  an  anchylofis, 
•which  took  its  rife  from  an  extravafation  of  fynovia, 
or  mucilaginous  juice:  he  was  cured  in  three  weeks  by 
Mr.  Goulard’s  medicine,  to  which  I added  feme  grains 
of  fal  ammoniac. 

OBSERVATION  V. 

Communicated  by  the  fame . 

I W A S fent  for  to  a young  lady,  who  for  a long 
time  had  been  afflidted  with  a fpurious  anchylofis, 
which  had  hitherto  been  treated  without  fuccefs  : I 
cured  her  in  three  weeks  by  the  application  of  the  Ve- 
geto-mineral  Water,  and  a cataplafm  made  with  the 
above  water,  the  four  refolutive  meals,  and  the  powder 
of  camomile,  melilot,  and  fal  ammoniac. 

OBSERVATION  VI. 

I SAW  a gentleman  at  Genoa,  who,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a lit  of  the  gout,  had  an  anchylofis  on  the 
knee.  I ordered  him  to  pump  the  part  with  the 
Vegeto-mineral  Water  : he  found  himfelf  much  better 
in  fifteen  days,  and  was  forced  to  make  ufe  of  a crutch 
half  a foot  longer  than  the  one  he  had  uicd  before. 

OBSERVATION  VII. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Bourquenod. 

I WAS  fent  for  to  a young  lady,  who  had  a 
confiderable  fweliing  on  the  articulation  of  the  knee, 
accompanied  with  a painful  tumour,  about  the  big- 
ftefs  of  a hen’s  egg,  and  very  like  a large  tumefied 

gland. 
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gland.  Many  remedies  had  been  unfuccefsfully  tried 
for  a month  paft : in  feven  or  eight  days  time,  by  the 
application  of  the  cataplafm  defcribed  in  Obfervation 
the  Fifth,  the  fwelling  and  hardnefs  were  diminifhed  ; 
and  in  a very  fhort  time  this  lady,  who  had  before  loft 
the  ufe  of  her  leg,  walked  as  well  as  fhe  did  before  her 
complaint. 

OBSERVATION  VIII. 
Communicated  by  Mr.  Roux,  Surgeon-major  of  tfye 
Regiment  of  V flan. 

A YOUNG  LADY  {trained  her  foot  fo  violently 
in  walking,  that  {he  was  obliged  to  be  carried  home. 
Her  foot  was  immediately  put  into  fome  Vegeto- mi- 
neral Water,  and  compreffes  were  applied  to  the  part, 
dipped  in  the  fame  : in  two  days  time  file  was  perfect- 
ly cured. 

Mr.  Roux  adds,  that  on  many  like  occa- 
fions  he  had  ufed  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water 
with  the  greateft  fuccefs. 

OBSERVATION  IX. 

The  CHEVALIER  DESQUILLES,  fon 
of  the  Marquis  De  Mefplex,  of  Pau  in  Bearn,  page 
to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  being  at  play  with  his 
companions,  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  Palais 
Royal  (this  room  was  parquetted  and  waxed  over) 
made  a.  confiderable  effort  by  an  extenfion  of  his 
legs,  the  one  from  the  other.  The  ligaments 
which  confine  the  head  of  the  femur  in  its  focket  re- 
ceived fo  confiderable  an  injury,  that  the  patient, 
through  the  exceflive  pain  he  felt,  was  obliged  to 
be  carried  up  to  his  chamber.  Melfieurs  Faget 
and  Marfolan,  two  eminent  furgeons,  were  fent 
for ; nor  was  any  thing  fpared  to  give  their  patient 
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eafe  ; they  attended  him  for  above  fix  months  with- 
out fuccefs ; and,  as  his  pains  continued  to  in- 
creafe,  it  was  thought  proper  to  fend  him  to  Ba- 
reges. At  firft,  thefe  waters  feemed  to  relieve 
him  ; he  then  went  to  his  father’s  houfe,'  when 
his  pains,  during  the  winter,  returned  upon  him 
with  double  violence.  This  determined  him  to 
have  recourfe,  in  the  fpring,  to  the  faid  waters  : 
but  they  only  ferved  to  add  to  his  fufferings  ; upon 
which  he  was  carried  to  Montpellier,  in  the  year 
1749.  A confutation  was  there  held  of  Mef- 
fieurs  Lazermes  and  Serane,  phyficians,  and  Mr. 
Lamorier,  my  confrere,  and  myfelf.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  account  of  his  fituation  : When  he  lay 
down,  the  difeafed  thigh  was  longer  than  the  other; 
it  was  continually  bent,  and  could  by  no  means 
be  moved,  without  caufing  great  pains  in  the  flexor 
mufcles.  The  part  was  cold,  and  it  was  with  dif- 
ficulty that  any  warmth  could  be  communicated  to 
it.  The  patient  could  not  move  it  without  aflift- 
ance,  and  even  then  felt  excruciating  pains  both 
in  that  part  and  the  leg ; he  was  unable  to  put  his 
foot  to  the  ground,  as  he  was  to  walk  without  crutches. 
Having  examined  the  part,  we  found  the  head  of  the 
femur  had  been  forced  out  of  its  acetabulum  or  ca- 
vity, without  being  above  its  level  : this  was  apparent 
from  the  inequality  of  length  in  the  limbs,  efpecially 
when  the  patient  was  put  into  certain  politions.  It 
mull  likewife  be  obferved,  that  the  part  was  confider- 
ably  wafted. 

We  confulted  what  was  beft  to  be  done  for  him 
in  this  fituation  : all  prefent  declared  him  incu- 

rable ; notwithftanding,  it  was  vaguely  propofed, 
that  he  might  try  the  baths  of  Balaruc  : he  was  at- 
tended by  a furgeon  of  his  own  ; who  delpaired, 
like  the  reft,  of  his  recovery.  Upon  this,  I pro-  __ 
poled  a trial  of  my  remedies  ; and  the  furgeon  con- 
fented,  having  orders  from  the  patient’s  father  hot 
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to  neglect  any  thing  which  might  contribute  to  his 
Ton’s  recovery.  In  confequenee  of  this,  I ordered  a 
bathing-tub  to  be  got  ready,  in  which  I placed  my 
patient  twice  a day,  that  he  might  more  conveniently 
receive  the  pumping  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water; 
obferving,  at  the  fame  time,  to  make  very  gentle  ex- 
tenfions  of  the  limb,  backwards  and  forwards  : during 
the  fall  of  the  water,  the  part  was  rubbed  ; then  my 
Saturnine  plafter  was  applied,  and  a warm  cloth  upon 
the  whole.  By  a repetition  of  this  conftantly  twice 
a day,  the  patient  foon  found  himfelf  relieved  ; he 
began  to  move  the  difeafed  limb  without  anv  affift- 
ance,  the  pains  diminilhed,  and  the  natural  warmth 
of  the  part  was  re-eftablifhed.  In  fifteen  days  time 
he  was  able  to  put  his  foot  to  the  ground,  and  in  three 
weeks  to  walk  without  crutches.  The  ufe  of  the 
plafter  was  continued  for  about  fix  weeks,  at  the  end 
of  which  my  patient  returned  home,  very  happy  with 
his  fituation.  Some  years  after,  I received  a letter 
from  this  gentleman,  which,  as  it  gives  a full  de- 
tail of  the  cure,  I cannot  here  pafs  over  in  filence  ; 
it  was  to  the  following  purport  : “You  have,  no 

“ doubt,  forgot  an  unfortunate  young  man,  whom 
“ you  attended  for  fome  time  at  Montpellier,  and 
“ who  found  himfelf  much  relieved  by  your  re- 
“ medies.  You  know,  on  my  arrival  there,  I 
“ went  upon  crutches ; and  by  your  alfiftance  was 
“ able  • to  put  my  foot  to  the  ground,  which  I 
“ found  before  impracticable.  Since  that  time  I 
“ have  continued  mending ; and  the  clays  of  Aix, 
“ which  you  preferibed  me,  in  conjunction  with 
“ others  of  the  Faculty,  compleated  my  cure.  It 
“ is  true,  I continued  lame,  but  was  able  to  walk 
“ without  a ftick,  and  go  through  a good  deal  of 
“ exercife.  This  was  my  fituation  for  near  five 
“ years,  and  it  is  only  during  thefe  fix  months  paft 
“ that  it  is  altered.  The  part  is  wafted,  and  the 
“ limb  is  become  fhorter  than  the  other.  But  ftill, 
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with  all  this  difproportion  of  the  parts,  it  is  in- 
“ credible  how  little  I limp,  as  it  is  Icarcely  per- 
ceptrble  when  I make  ufe  of  a high  heel,  i fuffer 
“ at  times,  and  more  fo  fince  my  arrival  at  Thou- 
iC  loufe.  I do  not  know  whether  I am  to  attribute 
this  change  to  a violent  exercife.  I have  given 
*c  myfelf  much  to  hunting,  running,  and  leaping. 
‘£  This  is  my  prefent  cafe ; I hope  you  will  be  fo 
<c  good  as  to  give  me  your  advice. 

“ I am,  &c.” 

OBSERVATION  X. 

Communicated. 

Madame  DE  LA  GOMERCINT,  a Genoefa 
lady,  had  been  troubled  from  her  childhood  with 
a relaxation  of  the  capfular  ligaments  of  her  left 
thigh.  The  diforder  had  been  increafing  for  fif- 
teen years  paft  ; and  fo  much  fo,  that  the  motion 
of  the  part  was  infenfibly  leffened.  The  weaknefs 
was  fo  great,  that  fhe  was  unable  to  fupport  her- 
felf;  as  fhe  likewife  was  either  to  walk,  lit  down, 
or  get  up,  without  affiftance.  Though  the  diforder 
had  originally  been  of  a long  Handing,  it  was  only 
for  the  fix  or  feven  lall  years  that  it  had  made  any 
confiderable  progrefs.  When  1 had  the  honour  of 
attending  her,  in  company  with  two  Genoefe  phy- 
ficians,  I found  her  pains  exceflive,  and  the  whole 
thigh  confiderably  emaciated.  For  many  years  part,, 
this  lady  had  confulteo-  the  mod  eminent  of  the  Fa- 
culty, in  different  parts  of  the  world,  had  made 
trials  of  various  baths,  and  of  many  other  remedies, 
without  finding  advantage  from  any.  Having  'Care- 
fully examined  the  parr,  I found,  that  the  head  of 
tHd  femur  was  difplaced,  and  lodged  upon  the  mufcles 
of  the  buttock,  which  made  that  limb  fhorter 
than  the  other  by  about  four  fingers  breadth.  I 
concluded,  after  having  examined,  the  grievance. 
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that,  by  a relaxation  of  the  ligaments  of  the  part,  the 
mufcle  of  the  buttock  had  contracted,  and  drawn  the 
head  of  the  femur  from-  its  cavity  upwards ; and 
that  this,  by  preffing  on  the  poflerior  fciatique 
nerve,  gave  rife  to  the  pains  my  patient  felt.  My 
opinion  was,  that  fhe  mult  inevitably  remain  a cripple, 
and  that  the  limb  would  at  laft  wither  away ; and, 
in  fine,  that  the  only  method  remaining  to  give  her 
eafe,  would  be  to  replace  the  head  of  the  femur  in 
its  acetabulum : to  effedt  which,  I took  the  follow- 
ing method  : 

I ordered  two  jugs  to  be  filled  with  the  Vegeto- 
mineral  Water  warm  : one  affiftant  held  the  trunk, 
another  the  lower  part  of  the  limb,  who  gently 
moved  it  backwards  and  forwards  ; in  the  mean 
time,  a third  poured  from  the  jug  the  Vegeto-mine- 
ral  Water  upon  the  part,  whilft  a fourth  was  em- 
ployed in  rubbing  it.  It  was  not  long  before  the 
lady  found  the  good  effedls  of  this  operation.  The 
head  of  the  bone  was  foon  brought  upon  a level  with 
its  cavity,  and  in  lefs  than  fifteen  days  re-entered  iti 
My  patient  was  then  able  to  fupport  hcrfelf,  and  walk, 
I took  care  to  apply  one  of  my  Saturnine  plafters  to 
the  grievance,  and  a bandage  upon  that.  This  lady 
perfeverpd  in  the  ufc  of  my  remedies  for  above  two 
years  after  the  bone  had  been  replaced.  Though  I 
have  not  feen  her  for  a confiderable  time,  I am  well 
allured  that  her  cure  has  been  compleat ; feldom  a 
year  pafles,  without  my  hearing  of  her ; and  I am 
informed  that  fhe  finds  not  the  leaft  had  effedls  from 
her  old  complaint. 

OBSERVATION  XI. 

A LADY  of  this  town  fell  in  her  apartment  on 
the  articulation  of  the  fenrpir  with  the  iliac  bones  : 
a Prieft,  who  pretended  to  be  a bone-fetter,  was 
fent  for,  and  fygn  after,  myfelf.  On  my  arrival,  I 
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alked  him  what  was  the  matter ; he  told  me  the  fe- 
mur was  a little  dijlocated.  I could  not  help  repre  - 
fenting  to  this  knowing  gentleman,  that  an  imperfeCt 
luxation  of  that  bone  was  impofiible.  Upon  examin- 
ing the  grievance,  I found  there  was  only  a fimple 
contufion  of  the  ligaments  ; notwithftanding  which* 
the  lady  was  very  lame  after  her  fall ; but  the  appli- 
cation of  my  remedies  foon  eafed  her  pains,  and  pre- 
vented any  farther  relaxation  of  the  ligaments. 

OBSERVATION  XII. 

A SAXON  nobleman  had  a fall,  which  caufed 
a luxation  of  the  radius,  attended  with  a confidera- 
ble  contufion  of  the  adjacent  parts.  He  was  at- 
tended for  fome  time  by  many  eminent  furgeons  ; 
but  finding  he  had  loft  the  ufe  of  the  arm,  he  did 
me  the  honour  to  write  to  me  from  Bourdeaux  for 
my  advice,  which  I fent  him,  with  my  ExtraCt  of 
Saturn,  and  the  receipt  for  making  my  Pomatum 
with  foap.  Mr.  Giraud,  an  able  iurgeon  of  Agen* 
informed  me,  that  he  had  feen  this  gentleman  at 
Bareges  ; and  had  learned  from  him,  that  my  me- 
dicine nad  done  him  great  fervice.  This  account  the 
above  gentleman  confirmed  to  me  in  perfon,  on  his 

road  to  Montpellier,. 

• # 

OBSERVATION  XIII. 

DURING  may  fiay  at  Genoa,  I aflifted  at  a 
confultation  with  DoClor  Balby,  and  another  of  tire 
Faculty,  at  the  convent  of  Portonia,  which  was. 
held  on  Madame  Morande’s  account,  one  of  the- 
Religious.  This  lady  had  the  tendons  of  her  hand 
lb  contracted,  that  it  had  been  clofed  up  and  mo- 
tionlefs  for  fix  years  paft.  She  informed  us  that 
Ihe  had  in  vain  applied  various  remedies,  which  had 
been  preferibed  to  her  by  the  mod  Ikilful  of  the 
Faculty.  . I enquired  ©f  her  to  what  ihe  attributed 
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her  complaint.  She  faid,  file  could  attribute  it  to 
nothing  but  to  her  employment,  for  many  years,  of 
cutting  the  portions  of  the  Religious  with  a very  large- 
knife.  I concluded  from  thence,  that  the  little  fynoi- 
vial  glands,  which  are  feated  in  the  fheaths  of  the  ten- 
dons, had  been  injured  by  this  work  ; and  that  the 
fynovia  being  infpillated  and  dried  up,  had  caufed  the 
contraction  of  the  tendons,  and  confequentfy  the  im- 
mobility of  the  fingers.  I was  determined  to  make 
ufe  of  my  preparations  with  the  ExtraCt  of  Saturn  ; 
and  this  the  more  willingly,  as  I had  learned,  by  ex- 
perience, how  very  proper  this  metallic  remedy  was 
to  refolve  the  infpiffated  juices,  which  choak  up  the 
veflels,  and  even  the  fynovia  in  the  articulations  ; as 
likewife  to  reftore  weak  parts  to  their  proper  tone,, 
efpecially  when  loft  by  an  accident. 

I began,  then,  by  bathing  the  whole  hand'  in  warm 
Vegeto-mineral  Water  ; during  this,  an  affiftant  rub- 
bed it  very  gently  : care- was  taken,  at  the  fame  time,, 
to  keep  up  the  warmth  of  the  water  with  embers.  In 
about  half  an  hour  after  the  bath,  I ordered  the  dif- 
eafed  part  to  be  rubbed,  for  a certain  time,  with  the 
foap-pomatum  ; after  which,  it  was  entirely  covercdi 
with  one  of  my  Saturnine  plafters.  I put  a foft  cu- 
fhion  in  the  middle  of  the  hand,  and  a bandage  about 
the  wrift,  with  fillets  to  draw  back  the  fingers,  and 
keep  them  outwards.. 

This  method  v;as  regularly  purfued  twice  a day  5: 
nor  was  it  long  before  we  perceived  it$.  good  effects, 
as  the  difeafed  part  daily  mended.  After  the  fif- 
teenth day,  the  patient  was  able  to  open  the  hand 
at  pleafure;.  and,  by  its  daily  gaining  ftrength,  our 
Religious  was  in  a condition,  in  lefs  than  a month, 
to  write,  few,,  and  attend  to  her  ufual  vocations, 
except  that  one  of  cutting  the  portions.-  I Own  I 
was  aftonifhed-  myfeif  with  this  fudden  cure,  which* 
Was  remarked  by  the  whole  town  of  Genoa  j and 
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it  did  not  a little  contribute,  with  fome  others  I per- 
formed-with  the  fame  remedy,  to-the  offer  which  was 
made  me  by  the  town,  if  I would  fix  there,  of  fettling 
a much  larger  penfion  on  me,  than  what  was  generally 
granted  to  French  furgeons,  who  are  eftablifhed  in  that 
place,  by  an  old  foundation. 

OBSERVATION  XIV. 

On  a Rctratlion  and  Hardnefs  of  the  Flexor  Mufcles  of 
the  Thigh , accompanied  with  a confulerable  Tenfion  of 
the  Mufculus  Biceps. 

A DAUGHTER  of  one  Ayrel,  a fhoemaker,  of 
about  eleven  years  of  age,  had  her  right  thigh  fo  con- 
tracted, that  if  any  one  offered  to  move  it,  however 
gently,  file  fufFered  intolerable  pains  : in  this  fituation 
ihe  had  remained  for  three  months,  and  many  remedies 
had  been  applied  without  fuccefs.  She  was  at  laft: 
brought  to  me.  I thought  that  the  pumping  of  the 
Vegeto-mineral  Water  upon  the  part  might  be  of 
great  ufe  to  her : nor  was  I deceived  in  my  conjec- 
tures ; for,  by  following. my  advice,  file  found  eafe  in 
Icfs  than  two  days,  and  on  the  tenth,  fbe  was  able  to 
walk  about  as  ufual. 


Particular  REMARKS  upon  Incompleat 
Luxations  of  the  Knee  by  external  Caufes. 

WHEN  the  bone  is  luxated  or  difplaced-, 
by  a relaxation  of  the  ligaments  from 
the  internal  caufe,  the  cure  is  very  difficult. 
•When  the  ligaments  have  once  loft  their  tone, 
they  become  more,  aod  more  relaxed,  partly 

from 
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from  their  own  difpofition,  and  partly  from 
the  weight  of  the  limb,  and  contradtion  of  the 
mufcles  of  the  part  affedted  ; and  if  the  bone 
is  not  confined  in  its  place  by  a bandage,  the 
cavities  of  the  joints  are  filled  with  fynovia, 
which  is  accumulated  and  thickened  to  fuch 
a degree,  that  it  will  be  a difficult  matter  to 
jeplace  the  faid  bone. 

Mr.  Petit,  in  his  excellent  Treatife  on  the 
Dileafes  of  the  bones,  takes  notice,  that  an 
incompleat  luxation  feldoin  happens  to  the 
articulation  of  the  knee ; and  this  is  true, 
becaufe  a round  extremity,  covered  with  a 
poliffied  and  fmooth  cartilage,  and  oiled  with 
its  proper  fluid,  cannot  remain  long  upon 
the  edge  of  its  locket.  The  head  of  a bone 
thus  circumftanced,  when  driven  to  the  edge 
by  any  external  violence,  mull  either  fall  out, 
or  return  into  its  focket.  Thus,  either  there 
will  be  no  luxation,  or  it  will  be  compleat ; 
which  is  far  from  being  the  cafe  of  fuch 
joints  of  the  human  body  as  are  formed  like 
a hinge. 

It  is  neverthelefs  true,  that  the  bones  of 
the  joint  of  the  knee  are  fometimes  diflocated 
by  external  caufes  in  an  incompleat  manner  ^ 
but  this  never  happens  immediately,  or  at 
the  moment  in  which  we  fall,  or  receive  a 
blow  : it  can  only  happen  in  cales  of  falls,  or 
uncommon  exertions,  which  particularly  af- 
fect the  ligaments,  that  are  itrained  and 
bruifed,  and  difpofed  to  relaxation.  The 
bone  not  being  fixed  exactly  in  its  focket, 

the 
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the  fluid  gathers,  and  thickens  by  degrees  ; 
the  relaxation  increafes,  the  extremity  of  the 
bone  firft  lofes  ground,  and  then  is  forced 
quite  out  of  its  focket. 

Thefe  kinds  of  luxations  are  generally  ne- 
gledted,  and  looked  upon  incurable  ; they  are 
fo  in  effedt,  from  a want  of  proper  applica- 
tions. Now  this  would  not  be  the  cafe,  were 
they  confidered  in  the  light  of  real  ruptures;, 
that  is  to  fay,  they  require  the  fame  atten- 
tion, and  the  relaxation  of  the  ligaments  is 
to  be  prevented  by  a bandage,  proper  appli- 
cations, and  perfect  reft,  to  give  thefe  liga- 
ments time  tro  recover  their  tone;  the  part 
affedted  will  otherwife  wafte,  it  will  be 
ftretched  or  lengthened  by  its  own  weight,, 
and  at  laft  the  cavity  of  the  joint  will  be  filled 
with  fynovia,.  which  muft  neceflarily  force  the 
head  of  the  bone  quite  out  of  its  focket,  and 
give  rife  to  a compleat  luxation. 

When,  w.e  would  remedy  luxations  of  this 
kind,  two  things  deferve  our  particular  at- 
tention : fi-rft,  by  extenfion,.  and  counter-ex-- 
tenfion,  we  muft  gently  reftore  tire  bone  to. 
its  place : fecondly,  we  muft  fix  it  there  by  a 
proper  bandage-.  . With  regard  to  external 
applications,  I am  not  afraid  to  aflert,  that 
no  batfi^,  no  pumping9,  are  equal,  in  their 
falutary  effedts,  to  fueh  as  are  produced  by 
our  metallic  fluid,  mixed  with  common  wa- 
ter, to  which  is  added  a little  brandy  : the 
efficacy  of  this  fluid  is  leconded  by  the  appli- 
cation 
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cation  of  the  Saturnine  plafter,  made  as  di- 
rected in  the  Formulse. 

When  the  head  of  the  bone  has  been  con- 
ducted into  its  cavity,  we  fhould  be  careful 
to  give  frequent  but  gentle  motion  to  the 
joint : this  motion,  often  repeated  during  the 
pumping,  and  affifted  by  the  aCtion  of  our 
remedy,  produces  furprifing  effeCts ; and  I 
can  venture  to  fay,  that  it  is  particularly  effi- 
cacious in  aCting  upon  the  redundant  -fluid* 
when  thickened  in  any  cavity,  or  the  fheaths  of 
the  tendons,  which  is  the  cafe  in  anchylofes. 

In  luxations  where  the  ligaments  are  much 
injured,  great  care  mull  be  taken  not  to 
harrafs  the  part  too  much  after  the  bone  is 
replaced.  The  gentleman,  who  makes  the 
fubjeCt  of  the  Ninth  Obfervation,  would  have 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  a relapfe,  if  he  had 
not  indulged  himfelf  in  violent  exercifes,  fuck 
as  hunting,  dancing,  and  other  movements 
unfavourable  to  the  recovery  of  the  tone  of 
the  articular  ligaments : he  fhould  have  al- 
lowed more  time  to  the  bathing  with  the 
Vegeto-mineral  Water,  and  to  the  ule  of  the 
Saturnine  plafter. 

When  people  advanced  in  years  have  the 
misfortune  to  fall,  the  confequences  are  dread- 
ful. As  often  as  the  ligaments  of  the  joints 
are  affe&ed,  the  difeafe  is  generally  too  violent 
to  be  compleatly  cured.  But  even  thefe  pa- 
tients may  be  eafed  by  our  remedies,  and  by  a 
well-made  bandage,  which  they  .muff  wear  for 
a long  time,  .** 

C I I A P. 
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Of  Gouty  and  Rheumatic  Pains , and  the  faluta - 
ry  Effedis  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn  in  thefe 
Diforders. 

WE  mean  by  Rheumatic  Pain?,  thofe 
pains  which  are  feated  in  the  flefhy 
parts  of  the  mufcles,  and  membranes  which 
furround  them.  They  are  generally  periodi- 
cal, and  are  divided  into  univerfal  and  parti- 
cular, according  to  the  parts  they  attack,  whe- 
ther all  thofe  of  the  body  in  general,  or  one 
or  two  in  particular. 

Pathologifts  ar$.  very  careful  not  to  con- 
found fimple  with  complicated  Rheumatifms, 
which  are  either  gouty,  venereal,  or  fcorbu- 
tic  ; for  although  it  be  true,  that  many  other 
diforders  may  occafion  a complication  of  rheu- 
matic pains,  neverthelefs  experience  teaches 
us,  that  they  commonly  attend  the  gout,  vene- 
real difeafs,  or  fcurvy. 

The  degrees  of  thefe  pains  we  are  fpeak- 
ing  of,  vary  almoft  ad  infinitum.  They  are 
fOme  times  fo  ineonfiderable  as  to  permit  the 
patients  to  attend  their  occupations;  but  they 
are  in  general  fo  acute,  as  to  deprive  them 
of  motion.  The  violence  of  the  pain  is 
fome times  fo  cxceffive,  that  the  whole  body 
is  rendered  motionlefs,  nor  can  be  ftirred 

without 
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without  putting  them  to  infupportable  tor- 
ture. 

We  fha.ll  not  enter  into  a detail  of  the  dis- 
tant- caufes  that  produce  Rheumatic  Pains ; 
their  caufes  are  innumerable  ; we  will  only 
oblerve,  that  in  the  Army,  whofe  intereft  and 
advantage  wre  always  have  in  view,  thefe  dif- 
eafes  are  often  occafioned  by  a bad  regimen  ; 
by  cold  and  damps,  to  which  the  foldiers 
are  often  expofed ; by  too  free  an  indulgence 
in  the  ufe  of  brandy  and  other  fpirituous 
liquors,  &c.  But  let  the  caufe  of  Rheu- 
matic Pains  be  what  it  will,  they  are  never 
produced  but  when  the  ferum  has  contracted 
a certain  thicknefs  or  fharpnefs,  or  both  the 
one  and  the  other  of  thefe  caufes  ; which, 
when  confidered  feparately,  or  in  a Hate  of 
combination,  occafion,  i.  A flownefs  in  the 
circulation  of  the  lymph,  which  moiftens 
the  texture  of  the  mufcles,  and  their  ex- 
ternal teguments.  2.  More  or  lefs  conside- 
rable obftructions  in  the  lymphatic  vefTels  of 
thefe  parts.  3.  Irritations  and  vellications  of 
the  nervous  fibres  which  enter  their  compo- 
sitions. 4.  Laftly,  the  other  effieds  which 
accompany  or  follow  the  above  morbific 
changes. 

Pradlice  informs  us,  that  there  are  Rheu- 
matic Pains  exceedingly  obftinate  : amongil 
which,  thole  Rheumatifms  that  are  gouty 
or  venereal  are  fometimes  ranked.  Some- 
times we  alfo  meet  with  infinite  difficulties 
in  the  cure  of  fimple  Rheumatifms  ; but 
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this  is  feldom  the  cafe,  except  they  attack 
bodies  v here  the  mafs  of  humours,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  lymphatic  parts,  are  vitiated  with 
a remarkable  acrimony,  joined  to  an  infur- 
mountable  vifcofity. 

It  is  pretended  that  the  periofteum  is 
fometimes  the  feat  of  this  difeafe ; nor  is 
this  improbable,  feeing  it  is  charged  with 
fuch  a number  of  lymphatic  veflels  : but  we 
muft  take  care  not  to  confound  the  Rheu- 
matic Pains  which  are  attributed  to  an  injury 
of  the  periofteum,  with  thofe  pains  that  at- 
tack the  interior  texture  of  the  mufcles,  and 
are  felt  very  deep. 

In  phyfic  and  furgery,  difeafes,  to  which 
the  lead  attention  is  paid,  and  where  the 
treatment  appears  the  lead  interefting,  be- 
come often  in  the  end  the  moft  incurable 
evils,  and  baffle  all  the  knowledge  of  the 
greateft  practitioners.  This  is  often  the 
cafe  in  Rheumatifms  negleCted  at  firft,  or 
ill  treated ; they  often  become  inveterate, 
and  lad  not  for  years  only,  but  for  life  j 
allowing  the  patient  fome  intervals  of  eafe, 
but  returning  periodically  with  more  or  lefs 
violence. 

The  conduct  of  wife  and  prudent  practi- 
tioners does  not  expofe  their  patients  to  the 
like  inconveniencies  ; for  after  having  em- 
ployed proper  remedies,  fuch  as  bleeding, 
purging,  and  cooling  draughts,  &c.  they 
prefcribe  a long  courfe  of  fweeteners,  and 
above  all  the  ufe  of  a milk  diet,  which  gives 

great 
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great  eafe  in  thefe  pains,  efpecially  if  the 
patients  conftantly  lead  a regular  life.  Bath- 
ing and  pumping  with  certain  mineral  waters 
often  effect  cures  of  Rheumatic  complaints, 
which  had  been  proof  many  years  againft 
all  kinds  of  internal  medicines.  The  me- 
dicinal particles  of  thefe  waters  are  intro- 
duced into  the  pores  of  the  fkin,  efpecially 
if  their  paftage  is  facilitated  by  frictions  or 
pumpings  ; they  penetrate  even  to  the  ob- 
ftrudted  lymphatic  velfels,  where  they  atte- 
nuate and  divide  the  vifcous  fluid  that  ex- 
cites the  Rheumatic  Pains  ; this  lymph  having 
thus  recovered  its  natural  fluidity,  takes 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  circulation.  And  as 
the  acrimony  of  'this  humour  had  been  en- 
tirely deftroyed,  or  very  much  diminifhed, 
by  the  antecedent  ufe  of  fweeteners  ; the  two 
vices  which  conftitute  Rheumatic  complaints 
are  deftroyed ; and  from  hence  may  be  dated 
a radical  cure}  which  indeed  may  be  effected 
by  any  other  medicine,  either  internal  or 
external,  which  by  its  penetrating  quality 
will  deftroy  vifcidity,  and,  by  its  fweetening 
quality  blunt  the  acrimony  and  Iharpnefs  of 
the  lymph. 

It  would  be  wandering  from  our  fubjetft 
to  enlarge  upon  the  manner  in  which  mi- 
neral waters  a<ft  in  the  cure  of  Rheumatifms  ; 
let  us  fix  our  attention  only  upon  the  arti- 
ficial mineral  water,  which  is  employed  with 
fo  much  fuccefs  in  the  treatment  of  thefe 
diforders ; I mean  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water, 

that 
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that  contains  particles  of  lead,  which,  by 
their  finenefs,  pliability,  and  volume,  ope- 
rate with  fuch  fuccefs  in  the  refolution  of 
tumefaction  in  the  lymphatic  veffels,  of  which 
we  are  now  fpeaking.  What  I here  mention 
is  not  an  idle  theory,  but  a rule  of  practice, 
of  which  I have  frequently  experienced  the 
advantages.  I can  then  confidently  affirm, 
that  I have  often  employed  the  Vegeto-mine- 
ral  Water  againlt  Rheumatic  Pains,  in  lotions, 
pumpings,  and  baths j and  fo  far  from  having 
ieen  any  bad  effects  from  it,  I have  conftantly 
met  with  the  greateft  fuccefs,  conjointly  with 
other  practitioners,  who  have  made  the  like 
trials. 

The  argument  formed  againlt  our  remedy, 
and  founded  on  the  accidents  that  happen 
to  perfons  employed  in  lead  mines,  may 
therefore  be  dropped.  The  analogy  cannot  be 
admitted,  feeing,  in  the  ufe  of  our  different 
applications  of  the  ExtraCt  of  Saturn,  we  have 
nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  metallic,  ar- 
fenical,  or  other  exhalations,  which  alone  oc- 
cafion  the  fymptoms  that  are  too  frequent 
among  miners. 

A little  attention  to  the  manner  in  which 
the-  ExtraCt  of  Saturn  operates  in  Rheumatic 
cafes,  is  lufficient  to  convince  us,  that  it  pof- 
feffes  an  attenuating,  relaxing,  and  anodyne 
quality;  fo  that  the  folution  of  the  vifcous, 
tough  fluid,  which  occafioned  the  difeafe, 
far  from  producing  the  fatal  accidents  that 
fo  frequently  attend  the  ufe  of  difperfers. 


GOUTY  and  RHEUMATIC  PAINS,  nj 

and  Hill  more  of  repellers,  operates  by  de- 
grees, and  without  danger ; firft,  a diminu- 
tion, and  then  a total  ceffation  of  the  Rheu- 
matic Pains,  and  of  the  other  fymptoms  that 
accompanied  them.  When  thefe  pains  are 
extremely  obftinate,  I apply  the  Saturnine 
platter  upon  the  part  affeCted. 

Let  me  be  allowed  to  remark  here,  that 
in  the  royal  hofpitals,  a better  remedy  can- 
not be  employed  in  Rheumatic  Pains  than 
that,  which  not  only  myfelf,  but  many  others 
of  the  Faculty,  have  found  to  be  fo  efficacious 
on  thefe  occafions.  The  foldiers  afflicted 
with  thefe  complaints,  when  brought  to  the 
hofpital,  find  no  fpecific  remedy,  and  are 
obliged  to  wait  the  feafons  for  bathing  in 
mineral  waters,  which  often  prove  lels  ef- 
fectual than  the  remedy  I propofe.  It  may 
be  objected,  that  the  hofpital  mult  be  at  a 
great  expence  in  procuring  the  apparatus  for 
bathing  : but  to  this  I anfwer,  that  the  ap- 
paratus is  unneceflfary,  feeing  it  is  fufficient 
to  rub  the  parts  affeCted  with  warm  Ve- 
geto-mineral  Water,  and  afterwards  to  cover 
them  with  warm  linen,  to  effeCt  a cure,  at 
lead  very  often,  of  the  molt  acute  Rheu- 
matifms,  cfpecially  when  they  proceed  from 
an  external  caufe,  as  from  cold,  rain,  moif- 
ture,  &c. 

The  title  of  this  Chapter  has  already  in- 
timated, that  the  ExtraCt  of  Saturn  is  alfo 
efficacious  in  periodical  pains  that  attack  the 
joints,  and  are  termed  gouty.  The  fynovia 

being 
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being  too  thick  and  fharp,  when  accumu- 
lated either  in  the  cavity  of  the  joints,  or  in 
the  glands  that  are  difperl'ed  in  the  capfular 
and  articular  ligaments,  excites  cruel  pains 
of  the  gout,  which  laudanum  itfelf  cannot 
ielieve.^  The  Extract  of  Saturn,  by  itsjearch- 
mg,  difperfing,  and  anodyne  quality,  anfwers 
tlie  different  indications  which  the  treatment 
of  thefe  pains  requires ; that  is  to  fay,  by  re- 
laxing the  fibres,  which  are  over-ftretched,  it 
calms  the  pains ; and,  by  difperfing  the  fy- 
novia,  it  extirpates  the  very  root  of  the  evil.  ■ 
Neverthelefs,  let  it  not  be  imagined,  from 
what  I have  faid  upon  thefubjed,  that  I mean 
to  recommend  the  Ext  rad  of  Saturn  as  a fpe- 
cific  in  the  gout  j but  it  is  very  certain,  that 
gouty  people  may  find,  in  this  remedy,  an  al- 
leviation of  pain,  and  a relief  which  they  can- 
not hope  to  receive  from  any  others. 

OBSERVATION  I. 

A POOR  LAD,  after  a long  imprifonment,  was 
feized  with  fo  violent  a Rheumatic  Pain  in  his  left 
arm,  that  it  appeared  paralytic  : every  remedy  that 
could  be  thought  of  was  ufed  for  three  months  fuccef- 
fively.  The  Intendant’s  lady  fent  for  me,  and  defired 
I would  attend  him.  I ordered  his  arm  to  be  rubbed 
with  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  warm  I then  ap- 
plied one  of  my  Saturnine  plafters,  and  a warm  cloth 
over  that.  This  was  continued  twice  a day  : in 
about  eight  days  he  was  much  relieved,  and  in  ten  or 
twelve  was  perfectly  cured.  The  fuccefs  of  this  me- 
dicine was  the  more  extraordinary,  as  the  arm  ap- 
peared paralytic  and  motionlefs,  and  fo  full  of  pain,  as  u 
to  give  reafon  to  think  it  incurable.  If. 
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OBSERVATION  II. 

A SOLDIER,  belonging  to  the  Orleans  regiment 
of  dragoons,  was  troubled  with  pains  in  his  knee, 
which  mercury  was  not  able  to  remove.  I applied  the 
Vegeto-mineral  Water,  and  the  Saturnine  plafter,  by 
which  means  he  was  loon  cured. 

OBSERVATION  III. 

A SOLDIER,  of  the  regiment  of  Briflac,  came 
to  our  hofpital,  afflicted  with  fo  violent  a pain  in  his 
right  arm,  that  neither  bleeding  nor  narcotic  medi- 
cines could  remove  it.  He  was  treated  as  above,  and 
was  very  foon  cured. 

OBSERVATION  IV. 

A SOLDIER,  of  the  Lyonefe  regiment,  had  fuch 
violent  pains  in  the  articulations  of  the  lower  extre- 
mities of  the  right  fide,  that  he  was  unable  to  walk 
without  crutches.  Every  remedy  that  could  be  thought 
of,  had  been  tried  before  in  St.  Elias’s  hofpital ; upon 
which  he  was  fent  to  ours,  as  it  was  conjectured  they 
might  proceed  from  a venereal  caufe.  But  mercury 
was  adminiftered  without  effeCt  : his  fituation  conti- 
nued the  fame,  and  he  was  unable  to  move.  We  ap- 
plied our  medicine,  as  we  had  done  to  the  former, 
which  gave  him  almoft  immediate  relief ; and,  in  fine, 
radically  cured  him  in  a few  days. 

OBSERVATION  V. 

A SOLDIER,  of  the  regiment  of  Orleans  dra- 
goons, came  to  the  hofpital  with  violent  pains  in  the 
articulations.  As  he  had  the  venereal  complaint,  he 
was  falivated.  Befides  the  ufual  frictions,  he  had 
many  extraordinary  ones  ; but  without  any  relief 
from  his  pains,  which  tortured  Jrim  day  and  night. 

I ordered 
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1 ordered  the  difeafed  parts  to  be  wafhed  with  the  Ve- 
geto-mineral  Water,  and  to  be  then  covered  with  my 
Saturnine  plafier.  In  two  or  three  days  time  the  pa- 
tient found  benefit,  and  in  feven  or  eight  was  cured. 

OBSERVATION  VI. 

In  form  of  Certificate, 

WE  whofe  names  are  underwritten  certify,  that 
we  have  been  witnefies  to  the  good  effects  of  the  Ve- 
geto-mineral  Water,  furnifhed  by  the  charity  of  Mr. 
Goulard.  It  was  ufed  by  way  of  lotion  on  a perfon 
attacked  with  an  univerfal  Rheuiyiatifm,  which  it  very  ' 
much  relieved  on  its  firft  application  ; it  was  conti- 
nued for  four  days  fucceffively,  without  the  addition 
of  any  other  remedy.  The  patient  was  one  Rofe,  a 
menial  fervant  to  Mademoifelle  La  Garde.  At  Mont- 
pellier, the  2d  of  May,  1757. 

OBSERVATION  VII. 

In  form  of  Certificate. 

WE  certify  to  have  feen  one  Beflone  afflicted  with 
an  univerfal  Rheumatifm,  accompanied  with  an  in- 
flammatory fever,  which  was  very  much  heightened 
by  a very  bad  habit.  We  treated  this  patient  in  the 
ufual  manner,  by  preferibing  frequent  bleedings,  pur- 
gatives every  other  day,  calming,  fudorific,  and  ano- 
dyne medicines  : from  all  which  flic  found  no  relief. 
On  the  eighth  day,  the  application  of  the  Vegeto-mi- 
neral  Water,  charitably  furnifhed  by  Mr.  Goulard, 
was  made,  in  which  her  whole  body  was  bathed,  and 
the  effect  was  very  vifible  the  next  morning,  when  (he 
began  to  move  her  fingers.  By  the  continuation  of 
the  above  remedies  and  lotions,  the  patient  was  able 
to  move  her  limbs,  and  even  the  whole  body,  though 
file  ftill  remains  in  a languid  Rate. 
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OBSERVATION  VIII. 

THE  DAUGHTER  of  a fhoemaker,  who  lives 
■in  the  fuburbs  of  this  town,  of  about  ten  or  eleven 
years  of  age,  was  afflidled  laft  fummer  with  a con- 
traction of  the  mufcles  of  the  thigh,  and  of  thofe  of 
the  leg  of  the  fame  fide.  Her  parents  had  confulted 
many  of  the  Faculty,  and  particularly  Mr.  Leroi, 
profeffor  of  phyfic.  Different  remedies  were  preferr- 
ed without  fuccefs,  which  made  them  fear  fhe  would 
become  a cripple.  In  fine,  fhe  was  brought  to  me; 
and  upon  examination  I was  of  opinion,  that  the  part 
affected  fhould  be  bathed  with  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water  warm,  and  then  covered  up  with  warm  cloths. 
This  was  accordingly  done  twice  a day  : and  in  about 
ten  or  twelve  days  fhe  was  fo  well  recovered,  as  to  be 
in  the  ftreets  with  her  mother  ; where  I met  her,  not 
without  fome  degree  of  furprize. 

I fhall  finifh  this  Chapter  with  the  above 
Obfervation,  becaufe  I think  it  ulelefs  to  add 
any  others,  which  would  indeed  be  too  nu- 
merous, confidering  the  great  ufe  which  is 
made  of  this  remedy,  both  in  this  town  and 
the  Royal  Hoipital,  for  thefe  kinds  of  com' 
plaints. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


On  ’Tetters. 

TETTERS  may,  in  general,  be 
looked  upon  either  as  affections  purely 
local,  or  as  difeafes  that  are  occafioned  by  , 
a vicious  quality  of  the  general  mafs  of  the 
blood  and  lymph.  The  firft  fpecies  pre- 
fuppofes  a morbific  change  in  fome  part  of 
the  texture  of  the  fkin,  in  confequence  of 
which  the  humours  flop,  and  afterwards  ac- 
quire more  or  lefs  acrimony  and  vifcidity: 
the  others  effentially  depend  upon  a parti- 
cular depravation  of  the  humours,  and  prin- 
cipally of  thofe  that  are  lymphatic.  This 
fecond  fpecies  of  Tetters  is  often  hereditary,  , 
and  more  difficult  to  cure  than  the  firft ; 
the  morbific  caufe  being  not  lefs  general  than 
it  is  in  the  venereal  dileafe,  fcurvy,  king’s- 
evil,  &c. 

This  caufe  once  fuppofed,  it  will  be  very 
eafy  to  explain,  why  Tetters  indiftinCtly  ap- 
pear in  every  part  of  the  body  ; why  they 
are  fixed  fometimes  to  one  part,  and  fome- 
times  pafs  from  one  place  to  another ; why, 
having  once  difappeared,  either  by  the  efteCt 
qf  medicine  or  fimple  efforts  of  nature, 
they  return  again  when  they  are  leaft  ex- 
pected, 
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peCted,  efpecially  when  a bad  ufe  has  been 
made  <of  the  nonnaturals  ; as  when  the  exer- 
cife  has  been  too  violent,  when  fpirituous  li- 
quors have  been  taken  too  freely,  See. 

My  defign  is  not  to  enter  here  into  a theo- 
retic detail  of  the  different  kinds  of  Tetters, 
or  of  all  the  caufes  which  produce  them, 
and  the  marks  by  which  they  are  diftin- 
guilhed  ; I only  mean  to  infinuate,  that  thefe 
cutaneous  eruptions,  whether  fimple  or  com- 
plicated, or  even  hereditary,  may  not  only 
be  undertaken,  but  radically  cured,  with- 
out the  danger  of  thofe  accidents,  which  are- 
magnified  by  a fet  of  practitioners,  who  are 
pleafed  to  ftile  this  difeafe  Incurable.  My 
remedy  prevents  every  mifehievous  accident 
in  the  cure  of  Tetters,  let  them  be  dry, 
moift,  pimpled,  fcabby,  crufty,  Sec.  It  is  a 
faCt,  of  which  I am  convinced  by  a practice 
of  between  fifteen  and  eighteen  years,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Royal  Hofpital;  where,  dur- 
ing the  fpace  of  more  than  .ten  years,  I have 
met  with  the  greateff  fuccefs  in  the  treat- 
ment of  all  Tetters  that  I met  with  in  my 
praClice  there;  though,  amongft  the  numbers 
of  thofe  that  I faw  afflicted  with  them,  there 
were  many  that  refembled  real  lepers. 

I once  thought,  with  the  reft  of  practi- 
tioners, that  the  cutaneous  difeafes  which  are 
produced  by  a general  vice  of  the  mafs  of 
blood,  ought  never  to  be  treated  by  ex- 
ternal applications ; feeing  thefe  difeafes  are 
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generally  falutary  drains  for  purifying  the 
blood,  and  that  mod  part  of  the  external 
applications  have  a repelling  quality,  which 
drives  the  matter  back  into  the  mafs  of  hu- 
mours, where  it  produces  more  dangerous 
accidents  than  thofe  which  are  caufed  by 
the  matter  itfelf,  when  permitted  to  difcharge 
itfelf  through  thofe  parts  of  the  fkin  where 
Nature  has  left  a paffage.  I fhould  not  have 
changed  my  opinion  concerning  the  treatment 
of  Tetters,  if  I had  not  been  perfedly  con- 
vinced, that  my  metallic  remedy  has  no  re- 
-pelling  quality;  and  if  I had  not  feen,  in  my 
practice,  a number  of  patients,  attacked  with 
other  cutaneous  difeafes  of  long  (landing,  ra- 
dically cured  without  any  inconvenience  ; 
though  the  Gentlemen  of  the  ProfefTion,  who 
had  vifked  the  patients  before  I was  called 
in,  had  declared  the  diforder  to  be  a critical 
difcharge  from  the  mafs  of  blood.  In  a word, 
I am  allured,  by  a very  long  experience,  that 
the  repelling  quality  attributed  to  Lead,  is 
a chimaera ; and  my  opinion  will  be  readily 
embraced  by  all  who  will  take  the  trouble 
to  reflect,  not  only  on  the  efficacy  of  this  re- 
medy in  cafes  where  (lagnated  humours  are  to 
be  difperfed,  but  likewife  on  its  analogy  with 
■crude  mercury,  which  ads  by  its  weight,  and 
the  divifibility  of  its  parts.  Nov/  Lead  hav- 
ing parts  dill  more  tine,  mild,  ponderous,  and 
notlefs  divifible,  is,  of  coniequcnce,  as  proper 
to  diyide  and  difperfe  the  morbific  concretions 
2 Pr0- 
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produced  by  certain  ferments  that  infedl  the 
mafs  of  blood,,  and  deftroy  them  as  effica- 
cioufly,  as  mercury  deftroys  venereal  concre- 
tions. This  is  dempnltrated  by  its  adtion 
upon  obftrudtions  of  inflamed  veflels,  upon 
tumours  almoft  arrived  at  a date  of  fuppu- 
ration,upon  fchirrhous  ones,  excrefcences,  and 
horny  concretions.  A more  conclufive  fadt 
may  ftill  be  urged  againft  fuch  as  inflnuate 
a repelling  quality  to  the  preparations  of 
Lead,  from  the  experience  of  thufe  who  have 
the  Itch,  and  make  ufe  of  our  remedy  for  it  j 
for  it  has  always  been  found,  that,  inftead  of 
repelling  the  morbific  matter,  this  promoted 
the  eruption,  by  the  early  appearance  of  a 
number  of  pimples,  which  dried  and  fell  oif 
in  the  courfe  of  the  treatment.  This  Obfer- 
vation  has  been  juftified  in  the  cure  of  the 
Itch,  in  two  thoufand  five  hundred  patients, 
(fee  the  Chapter  on  the  Itch)  effedted  by  my 
remedy,  without  any  bad  confequences  ever 
happening. 

The  metallic  particles  of  our  application 
infinuate  themfelves  into  the  molt  minute 
pores  of  the  fkin,  and  penetrate  to  the  only 
fource  which  produced  the  tetterous  com- 
plaint : when  arrived  there,  they  thin  and 
divide  the  humour,  blunt  its  acrimony,  fa- 
vour its  egrefs  through  the  pores  of  the  fl<in, 
and  at  laft  radically  cure  the  difeafe,  fooner 
or  later,  according  as  the  morbific  matter 
oppofes  more  or  lefs  refiftance  to  the  effedt  of 
our  remedy. 
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We  think  it  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  as 
ve'nereal  difeafes  require  certain  preliminary 
preparations,  to  render  the  adtion  of  the  mer- 
cury more  efficacious  upon  venereal  concre- 
tions; fo  patients,  affidfed  with  Tetters,  fhould 
be  duly,  prepared  for  the  application  of  the 
metallic  remedy  which  we  ufe  : thefe  prepa- 
rations confift  in  bleedings,  purgings,  clomef- 
tic  baths,  herb-broths,  mineral  waters,  &rc. 
and  thefe  may  be  left  off  fooner  or  later,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature,  date  of  the  difeale, 
and  conflitution  of  the  patient.  If  thefe  pre- 
cautions are  taken,  we  need  be  under  no 
apprehenfion  for  the  events,  but  may  reft  in 
the  greateft  fecurity ; for  I dare  advance, 
upon  the  foundation  of  a long  experience, 
that  the  fame  fuccefs  follows  this  treatment 
of  the  molt  inveterate  and  envenomed  Tet- 
ters, as  does  that  of  the  moft  confirmed'  pox, 
when  it  has  been  methodically  treated  : that 
is  to  fay,  when  frictions  have  been  preceded 
by  proper  preparations. 

As  often  as  we  drefs  the  patients  with  our 
metallic  remedy,  the  eruption  becomes  more 
vifible.  We  conclude  that  this  matter  is  dried 
up  in  certain  places  of  the  part  affedted,  efpe- 
cially  when  the  Tetter  is  crufted  or  ulcerated, 
if  a fine  red  fkin  is  drawn  over  the  healed 
part,  while  the  neighbouring  places  continue 
to  yield  a thin  yellow  humour,  which  never 
ceafes  to  run  till  it  is  entirely  exhaufled  : this 
humour  is  lefs  fenfible,  when  the  Tetters  have 
a white  head. 
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Tetters  are,  in  general,  very  troublefome, 
either  from  the  infupportable  itehings  that 
they  occafion,  or  from  an  acrimonious  fup- 
puration.  Thole  who  are  afflicted  with  this 
difeafe,  are  much  inclined  to  fcratch,  which 
fo  irritates  and  inflames  the  fkin  as  to  pro- 
duce reftlefs  nights  : fometimes,  again,  the 
parts  inflame,  fuppurate,  and  ulcerate;  and  it 
is  not  at  all  uncommon  to  fee  thefe  ulcers  be- 
come habitual,  for  the  want  of  proper  reme- 
dies to  calm  the  irritations,  and  blunt  the 
acrimony  of  the  purulent  matter  that  runs 
from  them. 

The  variety  of  external  applications  in  the 
treatment  of  Tetters,  is  almoft  infinite:  but 
I am  not  afraid  to  afiert,  that  many  are  ufe- 
lefs,  and  others  dangerous.  To  be  convinced 
of  this,  it  is  fufficient  to  perufe  the  works  of 
praftitioners  who  have  treated  of  furgery, 
and  particularly  the  Treadle  of  Turner,  who 
is  the  belt  writer  upon  the  difeafes  of  the  fkin. 
This  author  prelcribes  a number  of  reme- 
dies ; but  there  is  not  one  upon  which  we 
can  depend  for  a radical  cure  of  Tetters  ; 
while,  it  would  be  extremely  dangerous  to 
make  ufe. of  many  which  he  has  recommend- 
ed : fucn  are  thofe  which  are  compounded 
of  vitriol,  alum,  lime,  the  fublimate  in  pow- 
der, mercury,  verdigrife,  white  precipitate, 
red  precipitate,  and  a number  of  other  in- 
gredients, of  which  the  abtion  was  never 
well  afcertained,  and  always  to  be  fufpedted. 
The  conclufion  to  be  drawn  from  the  above 
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detail,  is  this:  That  it  is  a matter  of  great 
importance  to  have  difcovered-  a fpecific  re- 
medy for  the  cure  of.  Tetters,  which  are  often 
attended  with  the  molt  fatal  confequences, 
from  the  application  of  the  common  prefcrip- 
tions.+ 

But  to  conform  to  the  order  which  I have 
hitherto  followed,  1 fin  all  finifh  this  Chapter 
with  fome  Observations. 

OBSERVATION  L 

One  VICTOIRE,  of  the  battalion  of  Mayenne, 
bad  for  twenty  years  pah  his  leg  covered,  from  the- 
knee  totheinhep,  with  Tetters.  He  had  been  in  dif- 
ferent hofpitals,.in  fearch  of  a cure.  By  the  ufe  of  do- 
mehic  baths,  herb-broths,  and  the  application  of  the 
Vegeto-mineral  Water,  and  the  Pomatum  made  with 
the  Extradf  of  Saturn  (fee  the  Formula;)  he  was  ra- 
dically cured  in  feven-and-thirty  days. 

OBSERVATION  II. 

A SOLDIER,  of  the  regiment  de  la  Rocheaimon, 
had  been  affliffed,  for  three  years  pah,  with  a puhu- 
lous  Tetter  on  the  right  leg,  attended  with  infupport- 
able  itchings.  After  having  tried,  without  fuccels, 
many  remedies,  he  was  cured  in  the  Royal  Hofpital  in 
fix  weeks,  by  the  remedies  above-mentioned. 

OBSERVATION  III. 

One  LA  VIOLETTE,  corporal  in  the  regiment 
of  Eu,  had  been  afflidfed  with  Tetters,  in  different 
parts  of  his  body,  for  five  years  pah  : he  was  treated 
in  the  manner  above-mentioned,  and  cured  in  forty 
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OBSERVATION  IV. 

FRANCIS  GUENIN,  foldier  in  the  regiment  of 
Salins,  had  been  afflidled,  for  four  months,  with  a 
white  Tetter  on  the  thigh,  as  big  as  twice  the  palm  of 
the  hand  : he  was  cured  in  a month. 

OBSERVATION  V. 

PAUL  GRESSE,  a foldier,  had  been  afflidled,  for 
five  months,  with  puftulous  and  ulcerated  Tetters  on 
his  legs  and  thighs  : he  was  cured  in  five-and-twenty 
days. 

OBSERVATION  VI. 

JOHN  REBOUT,  foldier,  afflidted  with  a Tetter 
for  fix  weeks,  was  cured  in  feventeen  days. 

OBSERVATION  VII. 

ANTHONY  PAGES,  of  the  regiment  of  Eu,  > 
had  Tetters  on  his'  thigh  during  five  weeks  ; cured  in 
one-and-twenty  days. 

OBSERVATION  VIII. 

PETER  NOVIO,  a foldier  in  the  battalion  of 
Dole,  had  been  afflidted  with  Tetters  on  the  upper 
part  of  his  thigh,  for  above  three  months : he  was  . 
cured  in  feven-and- twenty  days. 

OBSERVATION  IX. 

JOHN  FORET,  foldier  in  the  regiment  of  Bur- 
gundy, had  Tetters  on  his  fore-arm  and  thigh  : cured 
in  five-and-twenty  days. 

OBSERVATION  X. 

PETER  GUENON,  foldier,  had  Tetters  on  the 
fuperior  part  of  his  arm  for  five  months  ; cured  in  one- 
and-twenty  days. 
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OBSERVATION  XI. 

One  SAINT  JACQJJES,  foldier,  had  been  af- 
flicted with  Tetters  on  his  arm  and  fore-arm  : cured 
in  feventeen  days. 

OBSERVATION  XII. 

JOHN  POLE,  foldier  in  the  regiment  of  Bur- 
gundy, had  Tetters  on  the  fore-arm  : was  cured  in 
one-and-twenty  days, 

OBSERVATION  XIII. 

I N the  year  1746,  Mr.  de  Montbas,  captain,  had 
fo  violent  a humour  in  his  legs,  that  the  Marechal  de 
Belleifle  ordered  him  to  quit  the  army  to  get  cured  ; 
they  were  covered  with  Tetters,  that  were  both  in- 
flamed and  ulcerated.  Many  remedies  had  been  made 
ufe  of  without  fuccefs.  On  his  arrival  at  Montpellier, 
he  called  a confutation  of  Meffieurs  Lazermes,  Ser- 
rane,  fenior,  and  myfelf.  The  phyficians  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  he  fhould  make  ufe  of  various  internal  re- 
medies, and  go  to  Bareges.  But  upon  their  leaving 
the  room,  I a fibred  the  patient,  that  if  he  would  ftay 
at  Montpellier,  I could  be  of  no  fmall  afliftance  to  him. 
Upon  "hearing  this,  he  refolved  to  come  to  my  houie, 
where  I gave  him  the  internal  remedies  that  he  had 
been  advifed  to  take.  I then  applied  my  Pomatum, 
and  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water.  In  three  days  there 
was  fo  great  a change  for  the  better,  that  I defired 
Mr.  Serrane,  fenior,  to  come  to  my  houfe  to  be  wit- 
nefs  of  if.  This  gentleman  expreiled  his  furprize  to 
me  in  very  flattering  terms.  The  patient,  by  perfe- 
vering  in  the  ufe  of  the  above  remedies,  was  loon  in  a 
fltuation  to  return  home,  there  to  continue  the  internal 
ones.  The  complaint  in  his  legs  was  removed  ; and 
the  year  after  I had  the  honour  of  feeing  him  at  Genoa 
in  perfect  health. 
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OBSERVATION  XIV. 

ABOUT  two  years  ago,  Mr.  Lagarde,  valet-de- 
ehambre  to  the  Chevalier  de  Saint-Prieft,  had  a fall 
from  his  horfe,  by  which  accident  the  fore-part  of  his 
fhoulder  and  breaft  was  bruifed.  Lavender-water, 
brandy,  and  at  laft  a plafter  was  applied,  which  he 
wore  for  fix  weeks.  On  taking  it  off,  the  flcin  'was 
found  of  a reddifh  colour  : this  rednefs  continued  to 
fpread  over  the  neighbouring  parts,  and  at  laft  be- 
came of.  the  Tetter  kind,  and  was  attended  with  dif- 
agreeable  itchings.  On  the  patient  coming  to  me,  I 
gave  him  fome  Vegcto-mineral  Water,  with  which 
he  wafhed  the  parts  affeded  twice  a day.  On  the 
fifteenth  day  he  was  perfedly  cured. 

OBSERVATION  XV. 

One  RICHARDOT,  a foldier  in  the  Royal  Re- 
giment of  Infantry,  had  been  afflided  for  fome  time 
with  a Tetter  on  his  leg,  which  entirely  covered  all 
the  fore-part  of  it ; it  was  fo  inconvenient  to  him,  that 
he  could  fcarcely  walk.  He  had  been  for  fome  time 
in  the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Befancon,  where  he  faid  they 
had  applied  oils,  which  had  helped  to  increafe  his  dif- 
order.  In  this  fituation  he  was  obliged  to  march  with 
his  regiment  to  Valence-;  on  his  arrival  there,  he  v\ent 
to  the  Military  Hofpital.  A decodion  of  elder-flowers 
in  wine  at  firft  gave  him  fome  relief ; but  his  com- 
plaint afterwards  being  increafed,  he  was  obliged  to 
be  conveyed  to  our  Royal  Hofpital  at  Montpellier.  He 
was  blooded  and  purged,  and  ordered  to  bathe,  and 
take  decodions  of  herbs.  Thefe  remedies  were  af- 
fifted  by  the  application  of  compreftes  dipped  inVe- 
geto-mineral  Water,  and  wetted  from  time  to  time. 
In  left  than  fifteen  days  the  patient  was  cured. 
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OBSERVATION  XVI. 


THE  1 8th  of  July,  1750,  Jofeph  Benac,  a fol- 
dier  in  the  regiment  of  Breffe,  came  to  the  Venereal 
Hofpital  to  be  cured  of  a fcurfy  Tetter,  which  infefted 
his  whole  body  : the  patient  looked  like  a leper.  He 
made  ufe  of  the  Cerate  of  Saturn,  whofe  bafis  is  the 
Vegeto-mineral  Water,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  For- 
mulae. On  the  fixth  day  all  the  fcurf  came  off ; and 
by  continuing  the  ufe  of  the  above  Cerate  and  Water, 
he  was  perfectly  cured  the  ninth  day  of  Auguft  follow- 
ing ; on  which  day  he  left  the  hofpital. 


Communicated  by  Mr.  Bruguiere,  Surgeon  at 

Saumieres. 

THIS  Surgeon  informed  me,  that  he  had  cured  a 
Tetter  of  a long  handing,  by  the  application  of  the 
pure  Extract. 


-jjf-A  • a -a-  -ajt-  jjt  • ih- 


HE  Itch  is  an  eruption  of  little  cuta- 


neous puftules,  which  may  be  indifcri- 
minately  fpread  over  the  whole  body,  except 
the  face  ; but  are  more  particularly  remarka- 
ble on  the  wrifls,  between  the  fingers,  on  the 
arms,  hams,  and  thighs. 


OBSERVATION  XVII, 


CHAP.  VIII. 


On  the  Itch. 
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The  Itch  is  generally  divided  into  two 
kinds ; one  is  called  the  dry  or  canine,  the 
other  the  moift  Itch;  but  thefe  two  may  be 
fubdivided  into  four  other  kinds,  which  de- 
ferve  the  particular  attention  of  a judicious 
pra&itioner.  To  follow  this  fubdivifion,  in- 
dicated by  Mr.  Raimond,  in  his  Treatife  upon 
Difeajes  that  are  dangerous  to  cure,  we  will 
confider  the  Itch  under  foulr  different  points 
of  view  . as,  c?  itical,  spontaneous, Symptomatic, 
and  Communicated . The  firft  is  the  termina- 
tion of  an  acute  or  chronical  difeafe,  when  the 
matter  is  depofited  on  the  furface  of  the  body. 
The  fecond  appears  of  itfelf,  and  is  not  pre- 
ceded by  any  illnefs,  but  is  produced  by  a 
thicknefs  and  acrimony  of  humours,  contracted 
by  a grofs,  unhealthy  diet,  and  a relpiration 
of  a moift  and  foul  air ; it  principally  attacks 
fea-faring  people.  The  third  is  an  effect  or 
fymptom  of  another  difeafe,  as  venereal  com- 
plaints, jaundice,  fcurvy,  &c.  The  fourth  is 
acquired  by  touching  and  dwelling  with  thofe 
who  have  the  Itch. 

I laid  above,  that  the  differents  kinds  of 
Itch,  of  which  I have  given  a fhort  account, 
may  be  moift  or  dry.  The  dry  Itch  is  dif- 
nnghifhed  by  fmall  and  almoft  imperceptible 
pimples,  and  a very  troublefome  itchino-, 
that  obliges  the  patients  to  fcratch,  whether 
they  will  or  not.  The  moift,  or  the  great 
Itch,  is  generally  marked  by  more  conside- 
rable pultules,  often  greater  even  than  are 
tnole  of  the  fmall-pox : thefe  puftules  are 

com- 
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commonly  filled  with  matter,  and  caufe  left 
itching  than  is  felt  in  the  dry  or  canine  Itch. 

There  is  yet  another  fpecies  of  the  Itch, 
which  I have  often  obferved  : this  is  a com- 
bination of  the  moift  Itch  and  ulcerated  and 
crufted  Tetters.  It  fhews  itfelf  in  blotches,, 
as  large  as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  on  the  arms, 
legs,  and  fometimes  alfo  on  other  parts  of  the 
body.  . > 

The  feat  of  the  Itch  is  commonly  faid  to 
be  in  the  glands  of  the  texture  of  the  fidn. 
Mr.  Raimond  is  not  at  all  of  that  opinion  < 
he  thinks  that  the  feat  of  this  diforder  is  in' 
the  nipples,  or  nervous  pyramides,  that,  form 
the  organ  of  touch.  But  neither  does  his  fyf- 
tern  appear  fufficiently  clear,  nor  his  opinion 
probable. 

It  will  eafily  be  perceived,  that  the  prog- 
noftic  of  this  difeafe  muft  vary  according  to 
the  different  kinds  we  have  juft  enumerated. 
The  critical  terminates  a difeafe,  when  the 
morbid  matter  is  entirely  depolited  upon  the 
fkin,  and  then  does  not  require  any  parti- 
cular treatment.  The  third  kind  muft  be 
ranked  among  the  difeafes  of  which  it  is  a 
complication ; and  with  regard  to  the  two 
others,  that  is  to  fay,  the  lpontaneous  Itch, 
and  that  contradted  by  contagion,  we  can 
affe.rt,  that  they  are  not  at  all  dangerous  of 
themfelves,  but  that  this  may  become  very 
much  fo,  if  the  matter  is  imprudently  repel- 
led : and  this  is  confirmed  by  many  obferva- 
tions  colkdted  by  authors,  and  particularly  by 
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Mr.  Raimond.  It  is-  pretended  that  in  fame 
countries,  as  in  Britany,  the  Itch  is  endemi- 
cal ; and  there  we  are  allured  that  a number 
of  people  retain,  during  their  whole  lives,  the 
leaven  of  this  diforder,  which  (hews  itfelf  in 
puftules,  that  return  and  difappear  at  different, 
feafons  of  the  year. 

We  come  now  to  the  cure,  which  varies 
equally  with  the  prognostic,  according  to  the 
particular  nature  of  the  Itch.  Of  the  four 
kinds  taken  notice  of  by  Mr.  Raimond,  there 
is  not  one  with,  which  our  remedy  does  not 
very  well  agree;  feeing  it  invariably  produces 
the  fame  efFedt,  in  multiplying  the  itchy  erup- 
tions, and  confequentlv  cleanfing  the  mafs  of 
blood.  However,  we  fhall  fpeak  more  parti- 
cularly of  that  Itch  which  is  formed  by  the 
habit,  and  of  that  which  is  contracted  by  con- 
ta£t  with  thofe  infedted  with  it ; as  thefe  more 
frequently  occur  in  practice. 

Few  difeafes  have  had  more  remedies  pre- 
fcribed  for  them  ; but  Turner’s  Treatil’e  on 
Cutaneous  Diforders  prefents  us  with  a mul- 
tiplicity of  applications,  which  are  not  eafily 
enumerated,  and  from  which  the  moft  fan- 
guine  pradlitioners  promife  a dubious  fuc- 
cefs.  Authors  of  this  clafs  mult  have  hoped 
to  promote  the  intereft  of  mankind.  How- 
ever, I fhall  make  no  apology  for  affirming, 
that  the  ftile  and  method  of  thefe  writers 
may  poffibly  be  as  prejudicial  to  young  prac- 
titioners, as  they  are  difagreeable  and  irkfome 
to  their  readers.  The  only  two  fpecitics  for 
3 the 
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the  Itch  hitherto  recommended,  are  fulphur' 
and  mercury.  But  I think  I may,  without 
offending  anyone,  with  great  truth  declare, . 
that  I have  often  feen  thefe  medicines  not 
only  fail  of  fuccefs,  but  produce  the  very 
worft  effedts.  in  patients  attacked  with  the 
Itch.  Mercury  is  known  to  be  a heating 
and  fearching  remedy,  which  fhould  never 
be  applied  but  with  the  greateff:  precaution, , 
and  therefore  fhould  give  place  to  a cooler 
and  fafer  treatment.  With  regard  to  fulphur, 
my  own  Obfervations  have  convinced  me, 
that  it  is  not  liable  to  all  the  exceptions  which 
lie  againfl:  mercury.  But  not  to  infill  on  the 
danger  attending  it,  when  not  preceded  by 
proper  preparations,  it  muff:  be  allowed,  that 
it  is  neither  fo  agreeable  nor  convenient  a. 
medicine  as  one  could  wifh.  On  the  other 
hand,  what  we  here  recommend  has  every 
advantage  that  can  entitle  it  to  a preference 
to  the  other  two : not  only  its  effects  are 
certain,  but  it  is  fo  inoftenfive,  that  no  excep- 
tion can  poffibly  be  taken  to  the  ufe  of  it.. 
To  thefe  confiderations  I muff;  beg  leave  to 
add  another,  which  is  fuggefted  by  the  na- 
ture of  his  Majefly’s  fervice.  It  is  certain 
that  the  military  hofpitals  will  be  maintained 
at  a lefs  expence,  if  my  remedy  be  fubftituted 
jn  lieu  of  thofe  which  have  hitherto  been 
mentioned  for  the  cure  of  the  Itch.  For 
though  fulphur  and  lard,  of  which  the  oint- 
ment for  the  Itch  is  made,  are  not  very  ex- 
penffve  ingredients  to  private  families,  yet 
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the  great  confumption  of  them  in  the  army, 
is  an  objeft  which  merits  the  attention  of  the 
Miniftry;  efpecially  if  it  is  confidered,  that 
the  linen  of  the  foldiers  does  not  fuller  fo 
much  by  the  ufe  of  our  medicine ; which  will 
be  no  inconfiderable  faving.  ■ 

Another  advantage  that  would  refult  from 
the  medicine  which  we  propofe,  is,  that  the 
eyes  would  not  fuffer,  as  they  frequently  do, 
from  the  forgetfulnefs  of  the  patients,,  who 
are  too  apt  to  rub  them  with  hands  that 
have  been  befmear.ed  with  fulphur.  What  I 
have  here  faid  of  the  etfedVs  of  my  remedy  is 
not  exaggerated,  feeing  I can  alledge  in  its 
favour  more  than  2500  Cafes,  befides  the  ad- 
vantageous atteftation  that  has  been  given 
me  by  MefTieurs  Imbert  and  Fournier.  This- 
alone  would  be  a fufficient  recommendation 
of  it,  if  ignorance,  fordid  envy,  vile  intereft, 
and  a thoufand  other  contemptible  motives, 
did  not  almoft  always  raife_a  clamour  againft 
the  man,  who  prefumes  to  render  himfelf 
ufeful  to  his  fellow-creatures  by  a new  dif- 
covery,  from  a fet  of  people,  who  never 
having  done  any  thing  to  deferve  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Public,  feek  to  emerge  from  their 
obfcurity  by  railing  at  the  talents  of  others.. 
To  prevent  the  malicious  imputations  of 
thefe  people,  the  number  of  whom  is  un- 
fortunately too  great,  I fhall  lay  before  the 
reader  fuch  pieces,,  as,  in  the  eyes  of  every 
man  of  fenfe,  mult  fully  juftify- the  praifes  I 
have  bellowed  upon  my  remedy,  lefs  from  a 
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motive  of  vanity,  of  which  I am  not  at  all 
fufceptible,  than  from  a view  of  the  public 
utility,  and  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  which  are 
the  objects  that  have  always  taken  up  my  at- 
tention. 

The  Royal  Marine  regiment  has  furnifhed 
us  with  a great  number  of  people  in  the 
Itch,  in  the  Royal  Hofpital.  Mr.  Guillerme, 
furgeon-major  of  that  regiment,  who  pre- 
scribed my  remedy,  was  extremely  furprifed 
at  the  effects  he  law  produced,  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  them  gave  us  the  following  cer-  ■ 
tificate. 


I the  underwritten  Surgeon-major  of  the  Royal 
Regiment  of  Marines,  certify.  That  fince  Mr.  Gou- 
lard has  made  the  ufeful  difcovery  of  the  virtue 
of  the  Extradl.of  Saturn  for  the  Itch,,  I have  exa- 
mined and  exactly  followed,  in  this  hofpital,  the  me- 
thod he  ufed,  in  the  treatment  of  neap  two  hundred' 
foldiers,  who  had  the  Itch,  belonging  to  the  fa-id 
regiment.  By  this  excellent  remedy  all  were  radi- 
cally cured,  with  much  greater  facility,  and  in  a 
Ihorter  time,  than  fuch  as  followed  other  methods  ; 
efpecially  fince  allum  and  fait  have  been  admitted 
into  the  compofition.  Although  the  patients  have 
been  difmifled  from  the  hofpital  for  above  thefe  fix 
months,  the  Itch  has  not  appeared  again  on  any  of 
them  ; and  all,  without  exception,  have  been  free 
from  thofe  accidents,  which  but  too  frequently  fol- 
low the  common  method  of  cure,  fuch  as  impoft- 
humes,  and  the  moft  alarming  internal  complaints, 
&c.  Many  able  phyficians  ot  the  Royal  Hofpitals 
have  made  the  fame  obfervation.  Now  this  proof, 
joined  to  the  frngular  effedt  of  this  remedy,  in  pro- 
moting 
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1 moting  at  firfl:  the  itchy  eruptions,  demonftrates  that 
it  cannot,  with  any  colour  of  reafon,  be  ranked  among 
the  repellers. 

Signed,  GUILLERME. 

' \ 

The  different  regiments  of  militia  fcat- 
terecl  over  this  province  had  furrtilhed  us 
with  a number  of  patients  troubled  with  the 
Itch,  for  thefe  two  or  three  years  pad  : they 
have  all  been  cured  with  equal  fpeed  and 
fafety. 

Many  furgeons,  in  different  countries,  have 
made  ufe  of  the  fame  remedy,  with  the  like 
fuccefs  ; nor  can  we  entertain  the  lead  doubt 
of  their  care  and  abilities  in  the  preparation  or 
the  application  of  it. 

Mr.  Soulier,  furgeon-major  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Bigorre,  wrote  to  me  from  Rochelle, 
on  the  26th  of  June,  that  he  made  great  ufe 
of  my  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  various  external  diforders,  and  par- 
ticularly for  the  foldiers  of  his  regiment 
troubled  with  the  Itch,  who  are  all  cured 
without  any  bad  confequences  attending  the 
application. 

Mr.  Taignon,  furgeon-major  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Soiffonois,  wrote  to  me  from  Aigues- 
*Mortes,  the  6th  of  Augud  lad,  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport : 

(i  ACCORDING  to  the  receipt  which  you  gave 
“ me  for  the  Itch,  I have  made  ufe  of  the  Vegeto- 
“ mineral  Water  upon  fifty  patients,  troubled  with 
u that  diforder,  of  the  battalion  of  Limoges,  among 

whoni 
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<c  whom  there  was  every  fpecies  of  the  above  com— 
“ plaint.  I can  allure  you  that,  including  the  time 
“ they  were  under  preparation,  fuch  as  were  the 
“ longeft  in  the  courfe  of  the  medicine  did  not  ex- 
“ ceed  fixteen  days,  without  the  leaft  accident  hap-- 
“ pening. to  any  of  them.  But  what  appeared  to  be 
“ remarkable,  was,  that  the  eruptions  were  increafed 
“ during  the  find  days,  which  ought  to  give  your  re- 
“ medy  the  preference  to  all  others.  I have  alfo 
“ made  ufe  of  the  fame  medicine  with  great  fuccefs, 
“ in  the  treatment  of  the  phymofis  and  paraphymofis, 
for  the  cleanfing  of  ulcers,  and  in  every  fpecies  of 
ct  inflammation.  Surgery  is  indebted  to  you,  Sir,. 
“ for  a remedy,  the  eftedfs  of  which  feem  to  have 
“ no  bounds.  For  my  own  part,  I am  very  fenfible 
“ of  my  obligations  to  you,  and  beg  leave  to  allure 
“ you  of  the  fincerity  and  attachment  with  which- 
“ I am,  &c. 

(Signed)  TAIGNON.”1 


In  1747,  the  Marquis  de  Paulmy,  Minif- 
ter  at  War,  fent  my  receipts  for  the  Itch  to 
the -different  hofpitals  in  Flanders,  to  Dun- 
kirk, Bethune,  Arras,  Douai,  Gravelines, 
Lille,  &c. 

It  appears  that,  at  Dunkirk,  of  fixteen 
treated  after  my  method,  in  the  Itch,  all 
were  cured  from  fifteen  to  twenty  days,  in- 
cluding the  preparations  of  bleeding  and 
purging,  as  is  attefled  by  Mr.  Ybuankouc, 
M.  D. 

From  the  account  fent  from  Lille  to  the 
M'inifter,  dated  the  firfl  of  March,  1757,  by 
Mr.  Plaintegu,  furgeon-major,  and  examined 
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'by  the  Chevalier  de  Boncourt,  CommifTary 
at  War,  it  appears  that  none  of  the  patients 
were  cured  by  my  method  of  treatment  un- 
der twenty,  twenty-five,  and  thirty  days.  In 
fhort,  Mr.  Plaintegu  does  not  condemn  it, 
and  finds  no  other  inconvenience  from  it,  than 
retarding  the  cure  for  fome  days,  and  ac- 
knowledges that  it  is  lefs  difagreeable  than 
•the  ordinary  method : <f  Befides,  fays  he, 
the  linen  of  the  foldiers  was  perhaps  lefs 
ftained.” 

By  the  lift  fent  from  the  military  hofpital 
at  Douai  to  the  Minifter,  the  27th  of  March,, 
1 7 5 7 , by  Mr.  Lanoy,  phyfician  to  the  above 
hofpital,  it  appears,  that  a foldier  was  rubbed 
with  theVegeto-mineralWaterfeventeen  times, 
-and  cured. 

Another  fix  times,  and  cured. 

Another  five  times,  and  cured. 

Another  feven  times,  and  cured. 

Another  eleven  times,  and  cured. 

Another  feven  times,  and  cured. 

Another  four  times,  and  cured. 

Another  four  times,  and  cured. 

Another  four  times,  and  cured. 

Another  four  times,  and  cured. 

Another  ten  times,  and  cured. 

Another  thirteen  times,  and  cured. 

Another  nine  times,  and  cured. 

Another  four  times,  and  afterwards  blooded 
again,  and  again  purged  and  rubbed. 


It 
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It  may  be  obferved  from  the  annexed  ac- 
count, fays  Mr.  Lanoy,  that  fome  patients 
have  been  cured  in  a very  fhort  time,  others 
more  flowly,  and  fome  required  bleeding  and 
purging  again.  That  depends,  according  to 
the  remark  of  that  judicious  phyfician,  upon 
the  kind  and  duration  of  the  Itch  : For  fuch 
as  had  lately  contradted  it,  were  cured  in  a 
few  days ; but  it  proved  more  obftinate  in 
fuch  as  had  been  troubled  with  it  for  fome 
months.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  thofe 
patients  who  laboured  under  fome  other  dif- 
eafe,  together  with  the  Itch,  as  continual  or 
intermittent  fevers  : the  cure  of  thefe  was  not 
fo  fpeedy,  and  it  was  neceflary  to  prepare 
them  by  the  remedies  commonly  prefcribed 
for  purifying  the  blood  ; fuch  as  decodlions 
of  the  roots  of  bardana,  china  root,  tethiops 
mineral,  and  fuch  like. 

The  obfervations  which  were  made  by  or- 
der of  the  Minifter  in  the  hofpitals  of  Arras 
and  Bethune,  deferve  to  be  placed  here  at 
full  length.  We  will  begin  with  thofe  fent 
to  Court  from  the  firk  of  thofe  hofpitals  by 
Mr.  Durand,  who  attends  them  ; and  we  will 
afterwards  give  thofe  that  v were  commu- 
nicated by  Mr.  Darquies,  furgeon-major  to 
the  regiment  of  Bethune,  the  4th  of  March,.. 
*757- 
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OBSERVATION  of  the  Phyfician  of  the 
Hofpital  of  Arras. 

THE  ufe  which  has  been  made,  in  the  Military 
Hofpital  of  Arras,  of  a remedy  fent  dowh  by  the 
Court,  under  the  name  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn,  for 
the  cure  of  the  Itch,  has  had  all  the  good  effects  that 
could  be  expended  from  it ; if  we  except  only  a cer- 
tain number  of  foldiers,  on  whom  it  took  no  effecEl  ; 
from  which  there  was  reafon  to  fufpe£t,  that  fome 
other  difeafe  might  have  been  joined  to  the  Itch.  Nor 
was  this  a mere  conjecture ; for  by  the  ufe  of  baths, 
and  frictions  on  the  writs  and  hams  with  mercurial 
ointment  and  aethiops  mineral,  a ptifan  of  the  root  of 
bardana  and  lapathum,  they  were  entirely  cured. 

The  prefent  account  given  by  me,  phyfician  to  the 
faid  hofpital.  Arras,  the  it  of  Auguft,  1757. 

'Durand. 

OBSERVATION  of  the  Surgeon-major  of 
the  Hofpital  at  Bethune. 

THE  well-known  effects  of  the  Extract  of  Sa- 
turn perfectly  anfwer  the  author’s  intention;  always 
fuppofing  the  ufe  of  it  to  be  preceded  by  bleeding  and 
phyfic  ; as  thefe  are  neceffary  preparations  for  difpo- 
fing  the  blood  to  be  benefited  by  this  remedy.  I have 
obferved,  that  of  forty  patients  with  the  Itch,  who 
were  treated  with  this  medicine,  fome  were  cured  the 
6th,  the  8th,  and  the  10th  day ; none  exceeded  the 
1 6th.  I have  farther  obferved,  that  they  were  all 
cured  by  a copious  perfpiration  ; and  upon  that  ac- 
count I preferred  the  adminiftering  it  at  night,  when 
the  patient  went  to  bed.  For  it  is  well  known,  that 
the  two  kinds  of  Itch,  both  the  moift  and  the  dry, 
are  feated  in  the  glands  of  the  texture  of  the  fkin,  and 
that  nothing  can  more  conduce  to  its  cure  than  a co- 
pious perfpiration,  which  is  always  promoted  by  the 
warmth  of  the  bed. 
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The  Extrail  of  Saturn  is  an  aCtive,  fearching  me- 
dicine ; whofe  fine,  penetrating  particles  divide  the 
itchy  concretions,  and  caufe  them  to  tranfpire  through 
the  pores  of  the  (kin,  by  means  of  a copious  fweat, 
which  is  brought  on  after  every  friition. 

It  is  finally  our  opinion,  that  this  much-approved 
remedy  feems  the  mod  efficacious,  and  the  only 
one  hitherto  difcoverec|,  that  ought  to  be  made  ule 
of.  Such  is  the  refult  of  the  Obfervations  made 
upon  the  effects  of  that  remedy  in  the  Military 
Hofpital  at  Bethune.  Bethune,  the  4th  of  March, 
1757.  Signed,  Darquies,  furgeon-major  to  the 
Hofpital. 


OBSERVATIONS  of  Mr.  Dorlimont, 
Surgeon-major  of  the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Gravelinesy 
tranfmitted  to  the  Court  the  if  of  April , 1757. 

} I * ' 

UPON  the  Court  having  done  me  the  honour  to 
fend  me  a letter  from  Mr.  Goulard,  furgeon-major 
of  the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Montpellier,  in  which  the 
author  makes  public  the  compofition  of  his  Bougies, 
whofe  bafis  is 'the  Extract  of  Saturn,  I carefully  fal- 
lowed his  directions  with  great  fuccefs. 

I was  already  acquainted  with  the  virtues  of  the 
V-egeto-mineral  Water,  by  having  made  ufe  of  it  to 
great  advantage  in  the  cure  of  ulcers  in  the  legs, 
which  prove  very  obftinate  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
The  following  is  the  compofition  I have  made  ufe  of 
for  thefe  feventeen  years  part;  during  which  time  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  being  furgeon-major  of  this 
, place. 

Take  four  quarts  of  forge-water,  two  quarts  of 
good  vinegar,  and  two  pounds  of  litharge  of  gold : 
boil  the  whole  together  down  to  five  quarts. 
Then  let  it  fettle,  arid  pour  the  liquor  into  bottles 
well  corked  for  ufe.  When  I have  a mind  to 
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ufe  this  liquor,  which  may  be  called  Saturnine-mar- 
tial Water,  I begin  by  warming  it,  and  then  dip  the 
comprefl'es  and  pledgets  into  it,  which  I apply  to  the 
ulcers  as  warm  as  poflible. 

In  regard  to  the  Itch,  upon  Mr.  De  Chateauvillars’s 
communicating  to  me  the  contents  of  a letter  from 
Mr.  De  Caumartin,  on  the  new  method  of  curing 
this  difeafe,  I followed  the  directions,  and  above  thirty 
foldiers  of  the  battalion  of  Saint  Lo,  and  as  many  more 
of  Filher’s,  have  been  entirely  cured. 

But,  to  make  a farther  experiment,  I wafhed  the 
lard  with  the  Saturnine-martial  Water,  and  then 
anointed  the  patients  with  it ; by  which  means  they 
were  more  eafily  cured.  Perhaps  the  ferruginous 
parts,  mixed  with  thofe  of  the  Lead,  are  better  adapted 
for  removing  more  fpeedily  obltrudtions  in  the  cuta- 
neous glands. 

Gravelins,  April  the  ift,  1754. 

Dorlimont,  Surgeon-major  of  the  Hofpital. 

REMARKS. 

I T appears,  from  the  cures  performed  in 
the  above  hofpitals,  and  thofe  in  the  military 
one  at  Montpellier,  wherein  more  than  2000 
foldiers  have  made  ufe  of  the  Extract  of  Sa- 
turn, that  this  medicine  ought  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  true  fpecific  for  the  treatment 
of  the  Itch.  In  our  firft  experiments,  we 
mixed  it  up  with  lard  : but  we  are  fince 
convinced,  by  a multitude  of  fadts,  that  a 
■mixture  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn  with  com- 
mon water,  and  a little  brandy,  is  fufficient 
to  cure  the  Itch.  Nevertheless,  to  haften 
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the  foaling  off  the  itchy  eruptions,  a little  fea- 
falt,  and  allum  in  powder,  may  be  added  to 
the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  as  we  {hall  direbt 
in  the  Formulas. 

This  method  may  be  looked  upon  as  the 
moft  perfebt  for  the  cure  of  the  Itch,  and  the 
moft  likely  to  anfwer  the  intentions  of  the 
Miniftry:  for  in  cafe  it  is  followed,  it  will 
not  be  neceflary  to  fend  the  foldiers  to  the 
hofpitals,  which  will  be  a confiderable  faving 
to  the  King ; feeing  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
rub  the  patients  with  the  Yegeto-mineral 
Water  at  home. 

Our  remedy  has  this  advantage  in  particu- 
lar over  others,  that  the  fine  particles,  of 
which  it  is  compofed,  are  more  eafily  intro- 
duced into  the  fource  of  the  itchy  leaven  ; 
and  confequently  we  fee  the  eruptions  in- 
creafe  from  the  firft  day  it  is  ufed,  to  the 
fourth  or  fifth  day,  after  which  they  dry 
away.  Mr.  Imbert,  Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Medicine,  and  lnfpebtor  of  the 
Hofpitals,  appears  to  be  convinced,  by  the 
multiplication  of  the  itchy  eruptions,  that 
this  remedy  is  poftefted  of  a quality  direbUy 
oppofite  to  repulfton,  which  has  been  inju- 
rioufly  attributed  to  it.  When  the  Itch  is 
entirely  manifested  upon  the  {kin,  this  medi- 
cine abts  by  perfpiration,  which  is  particu- 
larly heightened  in  the  night  : a new  proof 
of  the  virtue  which  Mr.  Imbert  acknow- 
ledged it  to  have  ; and  the  effebt  of  which, 
far  from  repelling,  opens,  fearches,  and  at- 
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tenuates  the  itchy  leaven  ; increafes  and 
brings  out  the  eruptions ; fometimes  favours 
a gentle,  and  fometimes  a copious  tranfpi- 
ration  ; but  always  adts  with  a force  proper 
for  diffipating  the  itchy  matter.  More  than 
2000  itchy  patients  having  been  cured  by 
the  effedts  of  this  application,  without  the 
leaft  inconvenience  refulting  from  it,  prove 
that  thofe  who  met  with  accidents  in  tire 
treatment  of  fome  others,  were  miftaken  in 
fome  eftential  point  of  the  prefcription 
which  I have  given.  This  is  the  opinion 
we  ought  to  entertain  of  the  method  em- 
ployed by  the  anonymous  author  of  the  laft 
Obfervations  tranfmitted  to  me  by  Mr. 
Chenevieres,  by  order  of  the  Marquis  de 
Paul  my. 

I will  reft  the  proofs  of  the  mild  adtion  of 
this  remedy,  and  its  difperfing,  penetrating, 
and  anodyne  quality,  upon  the  Obfervations 
which  have  been  made  in  the  hofpitals  of 
Lille,  Dunkirk,  Arras,  Bethune,  Douai,  and 
Gravelines  ; and  on  the  perfedt  and  radical 
cure  of  all  the  itchy  patients  on  whom  it  was 
tried.  The  phyficians  and  furgeons  who  at- 
tended them  give  it  great  commendations. 
In  one  of  thefe  hofpitals  alone,  it  is  faid  to 
have  retarded  the  cure ; bpt  not  one  of  the 
Oblervators  upon  the  occafion  has  remarked, 
that  this  remedy  was  fubjedt  to  the  incon- 
veniences with  which  the  author  of  the  laft 
Obfervations  charges  it.  It  is  really  fur- 
prifing,  that  in  the  treatment  of  feven  itchy 
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patients,  of  which  he  has  given  an  account, 
it  fhould  have  been  attended  with  fo  many 
revolutions,  fo  many  abfceffes  and  cholics, 
and  fo  many  other  accidents,  which  certainly 
have  nothing  in  common  with  the  effects  of 
our  medicine.  We  mult  do  it  this  jultice, 
when  we  are  fupported  by  thoufands  of  fafts 
againft  its  repelling  quality.  By  what  law 
of  caufes  and  effe£ts  fhould  this  remedy 
prove  fo  fuccefsful  in  the  cure  of  fo  great  a 
number  of  itchy  patients  as  I have  attended 
fince  the  month  of  November  1756,  and  in 
the  hofpitals  of  Flanders,  and  be  fo  unfa- 
vourable in  the  feven  cafes  which  the  author 
of  the  lalt  Obfervations  mentions  ? We  beg 
that  the  Minilter  will  be  fo  good  as  to  attend 
a little  to  this  laft  Obfervation.  The  con- 
fequences  drawn  by  the  fame  Obfervator  are 
apparently  well  grounded,  though  entirely 
falfe  in  effect.  Fie  looks  upon  the  Extract 
of  Saturn  to  be  a dangerous  medicine,  and 
attributes  to  it  all  the  violent  accidents 
which  attended  fome  of  his  patients.  I can 
only  add,  in  oppofition  to  the  long  detail  he 
has  given  of  them,  a lilt  of  effectual  and 
fpeedy  cures,  compleated  without  the  lead 
inconvenience,  both  in  our  hofpital,  under 
the  eyes  of  Mr.  Imbert,  our  Infpeftor,  whofe 
atteflation  ought  to  be  decilive,  and  in  others, 
where  it  was  ufed  for  the  Itch.  The  re*- 
pelling  quality,  which  the  above- mentioned 
author  attributes  to  our  remedy,  is  incom- 
patible with  its  known  efFe&s,  The  hiftory 
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of  its  fuccefs  would  fill  many  volumes  ; and 
I can  fay  with  great  truth  and  fatisfadlion, 
that  it  has  been  the  means  of  removing  the 
prejudices  of  many  celebrated  phyficians  and 
furgeons  in  this  Univerfity,  who  were  for- 
merly inclined  to  rank  the  Extradl  of  Saturn 
among  repelling  medicines.  In  a word,  it 
is  the  great  external  remedy  ufed  in  this  city, 
fo  celebrated  for  the  art  of  healing,  as  well 
as  in  others,  for  the  cure  of  external  or  chi- 
rurgical  difeafes,  in  which  repellers  muft  be 
greatly  hurtful  ; whereas  ours  daily  produces 
fuch  effedts  as  furprize  the  mailers-  of  the 
art,  who  are  not  to  be  impofed  upon,  and 
v/ere  not  convinced  before  they  faw  a thou- 
fand  proofs  of  its  efficacy. 

The  fame  author,  in  his  Obfervations,  to 
decry  the  Extradl  of  Saturn,  has  drawn  an 
argument  from  the  accidents  that  happen  to 
the  workmen  in  lead-mines  : but  though  he 
agrees  with  the  reft  of  mankind,  in  recom- 
mending mercury  as  a fpecific  in  the  vene- 
real difeafe,  he  takes  no  notice  of  the  fatal 
accidents  to  which  the  unhappy  vidtims,  con- 
demned to  labour  in  the  quickfilver  mines, 
are  daily  expofed.  It  is  neverthelefs  certain, 
however  good  their  conftitutions  may  be,  that 
they  never  exceed  four  years,  without  being 
feized  with  tremblings  and  contradtions  of 
the  nerves,  involuntary  fpafms  of  the  muf- 
cles,  habitual  and  often  mortal  palfies.  How- 
ever, from  thefe  mines,  whofe  effedts  are  fo 
pernicious  to  fuch  as  work  in  them,  is  drawn 
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the  fpecific  for  the  venereal  difeafe.  Now 
is  it  not  evident,  that  the  accidents  which 
befall  the  workmen  employed  in  the  lead 
and  quickfilver  mines,  are  lefs  the  effects 
of  thefe  minerals,  than  of  the  arfenical  and 
heterogeneous  particles  that  are  mixed  with 
them  ? 

Whoever  would  be  convinced  of  the  exift- 
ence  of  thefe  heterogeneous  fubftances,  need 
only  take  mercury,  as  it  comes  out  of  the 
mine,  and  then  pound  it  with  a wooden 
peftle  in  a marble  mortar  full  of  water;  and 
it  will  be  found,  that  a brown  powder  will  be 
feparated,  and  fall  to  the  bottom  of  the  mor- 
tar, which  will  come  away  with  the  water, 
when  poured  off. 

Mercury,  thus  prepared,  produces  effects 
known  to  all  the  world,  by  curing  the  mod' 
obftinate  venereal  difeafes,  without  any  in- 
conveniences ever  refulting  from  it,  when 
adminiftered  by  able  hands.  I do  not  exag- 
gerate, when  I affert,  that  I never  loft  one 
patient,  among  the  many  thoufands  that  I 
have  attended  in  the  Royal  Hofpital,  and  at 
home,  by  the  bad  effefts  of  mercury  ; which 
was  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  attention  I 
gave  to  the  due  preparation  of  it. 

Now,  do  not  the  falutary  effefts  produced 
by  mercury,  nicely  feparated  from  all  hete- 
rogeneous matter,  authorife  us  to  fay,  that 
the  fame  resources  may  be  found  in  the  Pre- 
parations of  Lead  for  other  complaints,  if  the 
like  care  is  taken  to  have  it  well  purified 
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before  it  is  made  ufe  of?  Such  a preparation 
is  that  which  follows  from  an  ebullition  of 
litharge  with  vinegar,  of  which  the  Extract 
of  Saturn  is  the  refult,  employed  under  the 
different  forms  we  give  it;  and  which  per- 
forms cures  every  day,  which  the  molt  emi- 
nent of  the  profeffion  cannot  behold  without 
aftonifhment. 

It  muff  be  obferved,  as  an  effential  circum- 
ftance,  that  the  ftrongeft  vinegar  is  the  molt 
proper  to  diffolve  the  litharge  ; on  which  ac- 
count we  lhall  particularly  recommend  that  of 
Roufiillon  and  Languedoc. 

It  is  not  lefs  important  to  remark,  that  the 
boiling  of  the  litharge  with  the  vinegar  ought 
to  be  continued  an  hour  and  a half,  as  1 have 
mentioned  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  De  La  Marti- 
niere,  dated  in  the  year  1751;  and  likewife 
in  a Memoir  read  the  fame  year  to  the  Royal 
Society  at  Montpellier.  An  ounce  of  the 
Extract  of  Saturn,  and  as  much  brandy,  fhould 
be  put  to  a quart  of  common  water,  which 
ought  to  be  ufed,  generally  lpeaking,  two 
or  three  times  a day,  in  the  appearance  of 
the  Itch,  during  the  four  or  five  firft  days : 
But  when  the  eruption  feems  to  be  compleat, 
and  tends  toward  a turn  by  drying  away, 
to  every  quart  of  water,  compofed  as  above 
directed,  fhould  be  added  an  ounce  of  fea- 
falt,  and  an  ounce  of  allum  in  powder ; 
which  is  to  be  ufed  as  above.  It  may  not  be 
improper  to  obferve,  that  this  addition  is  not 
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abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  cure  of  the  Itch, 
and  that  it  .only  ferves  to  accelerate  it. 

We  fhould  add,  that  the  action  of  our 
remedy  ought  to  be  affifted  by  a certain  de- 
gree of  heat,  as  was  obferved  by  the  furgeon- 
major  of  the  hofpital  of  Bethune  : and  as  I 
myfelf  had  formerly  remarked  to  Mr.  Imbert, 
InfpeCtor  of  the  Hofpitals,  and  other  phyfi- 
cians  and  furgeons,  who  did  me  the  honour 
to  follow  me  in  my  vifits.  This  will  notap- 
pear  furprifmg,  if  it  be  confidered  that  the 
principal  effeCt  of  our  remedy  confiffs  in 
bringing  out  the  itchy  -matter  through  the 
pores  of  the  fkin  ; fo  that  its  aCtion  ought  na- 
turally to  be  favoured  by  heat,  to  procure  an 
abundant  tranfpiration. 

However,  I have  not  pretended  to  afiert, 
that  my  medicine  would  cure  the  Itch  when 
combined  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  king’s- 
evil,  or  fcurvy,  as  the  author  of  the  laft  Ob- 
fervations  feems  to  infinuate. 

Nobody  is  ignorant,  that  thefe  difeafes  re- 
quire a particular  method,  and  appropriated 
medicines.  There  is  room  to  judge  that  this 
author  is  no  practitioner,  and  that  he  has 
been  betrayed  by  weak  authorities  into  an 
efteem  of  the  remedies  he  propofes.  Can  he 
in  effeft  blame  the  ExtraCt  of  Saturn,  becaule 
he  believed  it  to  be  a repeller,  while  he  re- 
commends an  ointment  made  of  allum  mixed 
with  hog’s-lard  ? But  no  body  has  the  lead; 
doubt  of  allum  being  an  aftringent  and  re- 
peller, 
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peller,  though  perhaps  they  have  doubted  of 
the  method  by  which  the  Extract  of  Saturn 
has  operated.  Would  any  one  now,  with  the 
author  of  thefe  Obfervations,  propofe  the 
ointment  of  Citrinum  for  the  treatment  of  the 
Itch  ? There  is  nothing,  in  effedl,  more  dan- 
gerous than  the  folution  of  mercury  in  aqua 
fortis,  although  it  be  mixed  with  lard,  and 
ufed  only  in  external  applications.  The  fame 
mull  be  faid  of  the  precipitate  of  mercury,  of 
which  every  one  knows  the  effedls. 

We  hope  that  the  author  of  the  Obferva- 
tions will  change  his  fentiments  upon  the 
effects  of  the  Extradl  of  Saturn,  when  he  has 
examined  without  prejudice  all  that  I have 
faid  to  fubdue  this  error,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
work. 

Lallly,  it  is  with  the  Extract  of  Saturn  as 
with  mercury,  and  all  other  excellent  reme- 
dies ; it  mud  be  ufed  with  judgment,  to 
render  it  ferviceable  : and  I willingly  acknow- 
ledge, that  a mifapplication  of  it  may  be  at- 
tended with  danger.  But  I beg,  at  the  fame 
time,  that-I  may  be  permitted  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  authority  of  the  I\linifter,  to  make  the 
efficacy  of  our  remedy  appear  in  all  the  cafes 
for  which  I recommend  it. 

The  difference  in  the  time  of  curing  the  Itch 
depends  upon  its  quality,  duration,  the  num- 
ber of  pullules,  the  (late  of  the  blood,  compli- 
cations, and,  laftly,  the  date  of  the  weather. 

In  general,  the  miliary  and  pudulous  Itch 
are  cured  in  a very  ffiort  time. 
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The  Itch  in  the  beginning,  where  the  erup- 
tions are  not  as  yet  entirely  manifefted,  re- 
quires fome  days  more  for  a cure. 

The  fcaly  Itch  takes  a little  more  time  irt 
the  cure,  becaufe  it  is  not  fufficient  to  deftroy 
the  cauie  ; but  we  muft  alfo  attend,  after  the 
fall  of  the  fcales,  to  the  reftoration  of  the  epi- 
dermis. 

The  Itch  that  is  at  the  fame  time  fcaly  and 
like  a Tetter,  requires  ftill  more  days ; be- 
caufe we  have  not  only  the  leaven  of  the  Itch 
to  fubdue,  but  alfo  that  of  the  Tetter. 

If  the  venereal  difeafe,  fcurvy,  or  the  like 
complaint,  be  complicated  with  the  Itch,  this 
complication  muft  be  attended  to,  and  muft 
diredl  us  in  the  method  of  cure. 

When  the  blood  of  thofe  in  the  Itch  is  ex- 
tremely heated,  fizy,  and  acrimonious,  we 
muft  be  very  liberal  in  the  ufe  of  fweeteners, 
coolers,  diluters,  and  domeftic  baths. 

Experience  has  convinced  us,  that  the  cold 
weather  is  not  at  all  favourable  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  Itch,  becaufe  it  Ihuts  up  the  pores 
of  the  fkin,  and  retards  confequently  the  tran- 
fpiration  of  the  itchy  leaven,  when  it  is  atte- 
nuated in  the  miliary  glands  by  the  a<ftion  of 
our  metallic  remedy. 

Although  it  may  appear  that  patients  in 
the  Itch  were  cured  at  Lille,  in  Flanders, 
fooner  by  the  common  method  than  by  the 
E,xtra6t  of  Saturn ; yet  to  decide  equitably 
of  their  refpedtive  merits,  it  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  make  ufe  of  both  methods  at  the  fame 
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time ; for  the  fuccefs  of  the  common  me- 
thod, when  employed  in  warm  weather,  will 
not  afcertain  its  fuperior  excellence,  when 
compared  with  our’s.  For  it  is  certain,  as  I 
have  already  remarked,  that  the  feafon  of  the 
year  retards  or  favours  the  cure  of  the  Itch, 
in  whatever  manner  it  is  treated  ; and  we  may 
venture  to  fay,  that  the  experiments  made 
with  our  medicine  were  neither  aflifted  by  a 
favourable  feafon  or  climate  ; for  as  the  coun- 
try was  northerly,  the  cold  muft  have  been 
more  confiderable,  and  confequently  retard 
the  cure,  unlefs  the  rooms  of  the  patients 
were  carefully  warmed.  Without  doubt,  all 
thefe  circumftances  were  more  favourable  in 
the  other  hofpitals,  where  the  cure  was  effedted 
in  lefs  time. 

Whatever  remedies  are  made  ufe  of  for  the 
cure  of  the  Itch,  the  fame  variations  will  oc- 
cur, with  this  difference,  that  by  the  ufe  of 
our  remedy  the  cure  is  fooner  compleated 
(fuppofing  every  other  circumftance  parallel); 
except  when  repellers  are  made  ufe  of,  which, 
by  driving  back  the  itchy  leaven,  caufe  the 
eruptions  to  difappear,  and  lay  a foundation 
for  fatal  confequences  : fuch,  for  example,  as 
muft  be  the  effedt  of  allum-water,  when  made 
life  of  in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


On  Ruptures. 

OF  all  the  branches  of  the  art,  there  is 
perhaps  not  one  that  has  been  carried 
to  that  degree  of  perfe£tion  as  the  treatment 
of  Ruptures,  and  that  fo  evidently  demon- 
ftrates  the  fuperior  excellence  of  modern  fur- 
gery  over  that  of  the  antients.  I (hall  not 
enter  into  a detail  of  the  different  kinds  of 
Ruptures,  nor  of  their  various  cures.  Such 
as  are  defirous  to  perfect  themfelves  in  the 
knowledge  of  this  important  branch  of  the 
profeffion,  may  confult  the  different  authors 
who  have  publifhed  very  elaborate  treatifes 
on  this  fubjedl ; but  particularly  the  excellent 
work  of  Mr.  Arnauld,  and  the  Memoirs  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery.  I fhall  con- 
fine myfelf  in  this  place  to  fome  fhort  remarks 
upon  external  applications,  the  nature  of  the 
ftrangled  inteflines,  and  the  operation  of  re- 
ducing the  inteftine. 

Bellofte  is,  I believe,  the  firfl  who  made  it 
appear,  that  emollients  were  hurtful  in  Rup- 
tures with  flrangulation.  He  had,  however, 
made  ufe  of  them  for  thirty  years,  and  after- 
wards bani flied  both  them  and  oily  applica- 
tions, which  he  looked  upon,  with  reafon,  as 
pernicious  remedies,  I am  of  opinion,  how- 
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ever,  that  the  Vegeto-mineral  Liquor,  or 
oxycrate,  is  preferable  to  ice  and  fnow,  which 
are  recommended  by  Bellofte. 

With  regard  to  ftrangulations,  I am  per- 
fuaded  that  when  they  begin  there  is  no  in- 
flammation, and  that  there  only  then  exifts  an 
inflation  of  that  part  of  the  gut  which  is  en- 
gaged in  the  ring.  This  inflation  of  the  gut 
is  occafioned  by  a rarefadion  of  the  fub- 
ftances  confined  in  this  portion  of  the  intef- 
tine  ; and  which  is  the  caufe  that  the  gut  can- 
not be  puflied  back  through  the  opening  of 
the  ring,  which  now  is  become  too  finall. 
This  cannot  remain  long  in  this  fituation,  be- 
fore the  vefiels  of  the  ftrangled  inteftine  fwell, 
and  thence  follows  an  inflammation.  I am 
not  however  of  opinion,  though  it  is  gene- 
rally fuppofed,  that  the  ring,  which  is  thought 
to  be  inflamed,  contributes  of  itlelf  to  the 
ftrangulation.  I rather  look  upon  it,  in  this 
cafe,  as  a cord  upon  the  ftretch,  that  is  not 
fufceptible  of  relaxation,  whatever  applica- 
tions are  employed  to  procure  it. 

By  what  I have  faid,  it  is  eafy  to  perceive, 
that  we  ought  eflentially  to  attend  to  a dimi- 
nution of  the  fize  of  the  inteftine ; feeing  it 
is  to  the  increafed  volume  of  it  we  are  to 
attribute  the  impoflibility  of  returning  it  into 
the  abdomen.  Now  the  remedies  I have  re- 
commended above,  I mean  the  Extrad  of 
Saturn  in  Water,  or  oxycrate,  are  the  moft 
proper  to  anfwer  this  indication  ; and  the 
fhorteft  refledion  is  fufticient  to  fhew,  that 

emollients. 


158  A TREATISE  on  LEAD. 

emollients,  by  relaxing  the  coats  of  the  in- 
teftine, cannot  but  render  it  more  fufceptible 
of  extenlion,  and  confequently  favour  the 
ftrangulation. 

The  taxis,  or  the  operation  by  which  we 
reduce  the  inteftine,  is  more  difficult  than  is 
imagined  ; and  I have  feldom  feen  a furgeon 
acquit  himfelf  with  fuccefs,  efpecially  when 
it  is  attended  with  ftrangulation. 

I fhall  now  lay  before  the  reader  the  man- 
ner in  which  I have  been  accuftomed  to  pro* 
ceed  in  the  reduction  of  the  part. 

After  having  placed  the  patient  in  a proper 
fituation,  I put  one  hand  under  the  thigh  of 
the  affedted  fide,  and  apply  the  other  upon 
the  tumour.  Thefe  two  hands  adt  in  con- 
jundtion  by  gentle  and  eafy  movements.  The 
air  returns  at  firft  but  in  a little  quantity, 
and  the  fwelling  decreafes  but  infenfibly ; 
however,  we  muft  not  be  too  hafty  in  the 
operation,  as  we  fhould  only  put  the  patient 
to  violent  pain,  without  effedting  a redudtion 
of  the  parts.  But  as  the  operation,  performed 
in  the  manner  I have  diredted,  lafts  a confi- 
derable  time,  and  very  much  fatigues  the 
furgeon,  I am  relieved  occafionally  by  an 
affiftant,  to  whom  I recommend  fimply  to 
fupport  the  parts  in  the  fame  ftate  in  which  I 
left  them.  When  I have  recovered  myfelf 
from  the  fatigue,  I return  again  to  my  work, 
and  go  on  in  this  method  till  I have  made  the 
inteftine  recede.  I can  venture  to  fay,  that 
by  proceeding  thus  with  circumfpedfion,..I 
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have  often  fucceeded,  without  giving  the 
patient  pain,  in  cafes  where  many  others  had 
failed.  I refledt  with  pleafure,  that  I once 
gave  relief  to  a Profeffor  of  Phyfic  in  this 
city,  at  a time  when  every  one  thought  his 
life  in  danger. 

The  following  Obfervations  will  h Ip  to 
fupport  what  I have  advanced  upon  the 
fubjedl. 


OBSERVATION  I. 

I WAS  fent  for  to  Nimes,  in  the  month  of  July 
1750,  to  fee  Mr.  Teitie,  Lord  of  Marguerite,  aged 
eighty-four,  who,  for  three  days  part,  had  a Rupture 
with  ftrangulation.  The  phyficians  and  furgeons  had 
employed  the  emollient  cataplafms  generally  made  ufe 
of  on  the  occafion.  My  firft  care  was  to  attempt 
the  redu&ion  of  the  inteftine ; but  not  fucceeding  in 
my  attempt,  I replaced  the  former  cataplafm,  and  we 
confulted  on  the  moft  advifeable  methods  to  be  taken, 
to  refcue  the  patient  from  the  imminent  danger  he 
was  expofed  to.  The  gentlemen,  my  alfociates,  con- 
fented  to  an  application  of  vinegar  and  water,  for 
want  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn  : one  part  of  vinegar 
was  mixed  to  three  parts  of  water.  I caufed  com- 
prefles,  dipped  in  this  mixture,  to  be  applied  to  the 
tumour ; thefe  were  carefully  moiftened  every  half 
hour,  from  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  to  fix  in  the 
afternoon  ; at  which  time  the  gentlemen  of  the  con- 
fultation  returned.  On  removing  the  drefling,  we 
found  the  tumour  diminifhed  one-half.  I made  a 
feeond  effort  to  reduce  the  parts,  in  which  I fucceeded. 
The  patient  cried  out,  I am  cured  and  he  actually 
was  fo. 
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OBSERVATION  II. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Vivez,  Majler-Surgeon  of  tins 
Ville-Franche. 

ON  the  24th  of  April,  1758,  I was  fen t for  to 
a man  who  had  an  inguinal  Rupture,  with  ftrangu- 
lation,  which  I perceived  to  be  only  an  enterocelle. 
After  having  tried  to  reduce  the  part,  without  fuccefs, 
by  the  application  of  the  common  remedies,  fuch  as 
emollient  cataplafms  and  fomentations,  I had  at  laft 
recourfe  to  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water.  The  efFedf 
of  it  was  fuch,  that  in  fix  hours  time  the  hernia  receded 
of  itfelf,  and  the  patient  was  perfedlly  cured. 

OBSE  R VAT  I O N III. 

f ' , -f.  - * ‘ 1 ' ' ' ' ! . . 

. . i » 

By  the  fame. 

I WAS  fent  for,  the  15th  of  July,  1759,  to  a man 
who  had. a hernia,  with  ftrarigulation,  joined  to  a cir- 
focelle.  Emollient  cataplafms  and  fomentations,  do- 
nreftic  baths,  and  other  like  remedies,  generally  pre- 
fcribed,  had  no  effect,  But  by  a continued  application 
of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  for  eight  or  ten  hours, 
the  parts  retreated,  and  the  patient  found  great  relief 
from  the  cirfocelle  for  a long  time  after. 


OBSERVATION  IV. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Simon,  Surgeon  to  St.  Elias's 
Hofpital  at  Montpellier. 

ON  the  1 6th  of  Auguft,  1755,  one  Saint  Aig- 
nan,  ferjeant  in  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Rouffillon, 
came  to  St.  Elias’s  Hofpital,  having  a hernia,  with 
ftrangulation,  on  the  right  fide,  a confiderable  ten- 
$ fton 
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fion  of  tlie  lower  belly,  with  a vomiting  of  chylous 
matter,  which  had  continued  for  three  days.  He 
was  frequently  blooded,  and  cataplafms  made  with 
the  pulp  of  emollient  plants  were  applied  with  fo  lit- 
tle fuccefs,  that  the  patient  loll  his  ltrength,  and  his 
fituation  became  more  and  more  alarming.  A con- 
futation being  called  upon  the  occafion,  the  opera- 
tion was  refolved  upon.  I defyjed  they  would  give 
me  leave,  before  they  proceeded  farther,  to  try  an  ap- 
plication of  ice  on  the  parts  affected  ; which  was  con- 
tented to.  The  ice  remained  ten  hours  on  the  hernial 
tumour,  at  the  expiration  of  which  the  parts  were 
found  to  have  receded  of  themfelves  : I fupported 
them  by  a bandage,  and.  the  patient  was  perfectly 
cured. 

This  Obfervation  confirms  what  I advanced 
of  the  ftrangulation,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
Chapter.  For  it  is  certain,  that  the  applica- 
tion of  the  ice,  could  never  have  effected  a 
diffipation  of  the  tumour,  without  confide- 
rably  diminifhing  the  volume  of  the  parts,  and 
thereby  lefiening  the  proportion  betwixt  them 
and  the  opening  of  the  ring,  through  which 
they  had  found  a paflage.  However,  not- 
withftanding  the  fuccels  attending  the  appli- 
cation of  the  ice  on  this  occafion,  and  the 
Obfervations  of  other  authors,  I cannot  help 
thinking  fuch  a remedy  fometimes  dangerous, 
and  therefore  fhould  prefer  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water  j or,  in  want  of  that,  a mixture  of  vi- 
negar and  water. 
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OBSERVA  riON  on  the  Reduction  of  a 
Bubonocelle , with  Strangulation,  after  four  days  and 
a half. 

ON  the  20th  of  Odtober,  1759,  I was  fent  for  to 
a blackfmith  in  my  neighbourhood,  who  had  had  a 
hernia,  with  ftrangulation,  for  four  days  and  a half, 
occafioned  by  a violent  exertion  at  his  trade.  He 
faid  nothing  of  it  to  his  family.  The  inteftine  was 
forced  out,  notwithftanding  a bandage  which  he  wore. 
He  thought  he  could  reduce  it  himfelf,  as  he  had  fre- 
quently done  ; but  a naufea  and  cholic  obliged  him  to 
fend  for  me.  I reprimanded  him  for  not  doing  it 
fooner.  I undertook  the  reduction,  by  the  method 
above  defcribed  ; and  I was  the  more  pleafed,  after  a 
great  deal  of  fatigue,  to  find,  that  not  only  the  hernia 
was  reduced,  but  likewife  that  my  opinion  of  redu- 
cing hernias  by  degrees  was  confirmed  by  this  difficult 
operation. 

OBSERV  ATION  communicated. 

Mr.  VIVAREZ,  mailer- furgeon  of  St.  Hippo- 
litus’s  Hofpital,  made  ufe  of  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water  for  the  redudtion  of  an  hernia,  with  ftrangula- 
tion, which  had  baffled  for  many  days  together  the 
application  of  emollients.  It  was  a crural  hernia, 
and  the  woman  who  had  it  was  fourfcore  and  (even 
years  of  age.  This  furgeon  aflerts,  that  he  never 
faw  fuch  immediate  effedts  from  any  remedy  as  he 
did  from  ours,  which  made  the  hernia  racede  almoft 
immediately. 
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CHAP.  X. 


On  the  Piles . 

IT  is  well  known  that  the  Piles  are  fwellings 
of  the  veins,  which  furround  the  anus. 
This  difeafe  is  produced  by  a vifcidity  of  the 
blood  and  lymph,  an  obftrudtion  in  fome  of 
the  inteffines  of  the  lower  belly,  or  an  irrita- 
tion therein,  occafioned  by  the  excrements 
being  very  hard,  and  of  an  acrimonious  dif- 
pofition. 

This  hardnefs  is  fo  confiderable  in  fome 
fubjedts,  that  the  foeces  may  be  confidered, 
in  the  efforts  that  are  made  to  go  to  ftool, 
as  a folid  wedge,  which  is  ftrongly  puffed 
downwards  by  the  combined  adtion  of  the 
midriff  and  muffles  which  furround  the  ab- 
domen, and  which  adts  with  violence  upon 
the  fides  of  the  redtum,  and  forces  into  the 
hsemorrhoidal  veffels  a fuper-abundance  of 
blood,  which  infenfibly  extends  them  very 
confiderably.  The  Piles  either  appear  exter- 
nally, or  are  confined  within  ; which  differ- 
ence has  occafioned  their  being  called  external 
or  internal.  I have  feen  the  laft  of  an  enor- 
mous fize,  and  put  the  patient  to  as  great  pain 
as  a woman  fuffers  in  labour,  and  that  as  of- 
ten as  he  went  to  ffool. 
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DURING  my  flay  at  Genoa,  I was  fent  for  to 
Padre  Cuneo,  a religious  perfon,  and  Divine  to  the 
Archbifhop  of  that  city.  He  had  the  internal  Piles, 
which  he  was  obliged  to  pufh  out  every  time  he 
went  to  ftool ; and  it  is  difficult  to  exprefs  what  he 
buffered,  both  when  they  came  out  and  receded.  Pie 
could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  fubmit  to  the  ope- 
ration ; however,  upon  my  reprefenting  to  him  the 
neceffity  of  it,  he  fubmitted  to  it,  and  it  was  perform- 
ed, after  the  ordinary  preparations,  in  the  following 
manner. 

The  Piles  being  forced  outwards,  I feized  the 
packet,  which  was  very  large,  with  my  hand,  and 
cut  off  above  half  of  them.  The  reafon  why  I did 
not  cut  them  all  off,  was  to  obviate  the  following 
inconveniences  : it  appears  from  experience,  that 
when  the  whole  packet  is  cut  off  by  a circular  ftroke, 
the  fear  being  contracted,  and  difficult  to  fubdue, 
flops  up  the  paffage  through  which  the  excrements 
pafs,  as  I have  often  had  opportunities  to  obferve. 
Befides,  one  need  not  be  uneafy  on  account  of  the 
remaining  part  of  the  Piles,  as  by  the  flux  of  blood 
they  die  away  j and  this  favours  the  dreffing,  as  it 
does  the  placing  a roll  made  of  many  pieces  of  lint 
fattened  together  above  the  parts  that  were  cut. 
The  operation  finifhed,  the  patient  was  dreffed  accord- 
ing to  art : two  hours  after,  he  had  fo  great  an  incli- 
nation to  go  to  {tool,  that  the  dreffings  were  obliged  to 
be  taken  off,  and  fo  violent  an  haemorrhage  fucceeded, 
that  great  danger  might  have  enfued,  had  not  they 
fent  for  me  immediately  to  flop  it.  It  was  methodi- 
cally dreffed,  and  the  patient  was  in  a fair  way  of  re- 
covery at  my  departure  from  Genoa,  in  October, 
1748. 
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I (hall  not  here  relate  any  moreObfervations 
upon  the  Piles,  becaufe  there  is  no  pra£ti- 
tioner  who  has  not  feen  many  cafes  of  this 
kind,  and  is  not  convinced  that  the  Piles  are 
fufceptible  of  prodigious  magnitude,  when 
precautions  are  not  taken  to  hinder  it.  To 
anfwer  this  purpofe,  the  ufe  of  fweeteners,  and 
a proper  regimen,  is  neceffary;  as  are  likewife 
gliders,  to  prevent  the  irritations  occafioned 
by  the  hardnefs  of  the  fceces,  as  often  as  it  is 
neceffary  to  go  to  ffool. 

When  the  glifter  is  come  away,  I walh  the 
Piles  with  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  and  then 
apply  to  them  the  Cerate,  made  with  wax, 
oil,  and  the  above  water.  If  the  Piles  are 
external,  I wafh  them  many  times  a day  with 
the  water,  and  then  apply  the  Cerate.  This 
method  of  treating  the  Piles  has  fucceeded  fo 
well  with  me,  that  if  I had  collected  all  the 
cafes  wherein  it  had  anfwered  my  expectation, 
the  detail  would  be  affuredly  very  long. 
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CHAP.  XI. 


Extracts  of  Letters  and  Certificates. 


/ 


E cannot  take  too  many  precautions 


to  aicertain  the  efFedts  of  new-difco- 


vered  remedies  adopted  by  pradtitioners ; and 
though  the  efficacy  of  that,  which  I now  pre- 
fent  to  the  Public,  is  afcertained  by  many 
thoufand  experiments,  yet  I thought  proper 
to  fubjoin  the  concurring  teftimony  of  many 
of  the  profeffion,  who  have  made  ufe  of  it ; 
upon  which  account  I have  placed  the  extracts 
of  different  letters  I have  received  upon  the 
fubjedt,  in  a Chapter  by  themfelves. 

Extract  of  a Letter  wrote  to  me  by  Mr.  Guerin, 
Member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery , concerning 
the  Extra  it  of  Saturn. 

I AM  extremely  impatient  to  fee  your  own  Ob  - 
fervations  on  the  effebts  of  your  remedy  : I am  con- 
vinced, as  well  as  yourfelf,  that  it  is  an  admirable 
one ; I myfelf  have  made  ufe  of  it  hitherto  with 
fuccefs. 

Extract  of  another  Letter  from  the  fame. 

A S to  the  Extrabt  of  Saturn,  I can  allure  you  I 
have  made  ufe  of  it  with  great  fuccefs,  and  that  I 
continue  to  do  fo,  in  all  kinds  of  cales.  I have  re- 
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lieved,  at  two  different  times,  two  patients  in  the  gout, 
with  this  remedy:  and  there  is  feldom  a cafe  I have 
not  ufed  it  in,  either  as  a lotion,  cerate,  or  mixed  up 
with  different  digeftives  ; when  ufed  in  the  form  laft 
mentioned,  I have  obferved  that  the  moft  fenfible 
wounds  have  become  lefs  fo. 


Copy  of  a Letter  froon  Mr.  V at  R e,  Mafter -Surgeon 
at  Paris , and  Surgeon-major  to  the  Regiment  of 
Normandy . 

I AM  not  in  the  lead  furprized,  Sir,  in  following 
ftep  by  ftep  the  method  which  you  have  defcribed  in 
your  printed  letter  to  Mr.  De  la  Martiniere,  concern- 
ing the  treatment  of  diforders  of  the  urethra,  at  the  ef- 
fects I myfelf  faw. 

Mr.  Daran  has-  made  a myftery  of  it.  But  you, 
who  have  an  equal  love  for  the  art  of  furgery  and  the 
practitioner,  have  removed  every  difficulty,  which  be- 
fore appeared  infurmountable,  in  the  treatment  of  this 
diforder.  I am,  &c. 

Extra  ft  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  De  La-  Fermiere, 
.Surgeon-major  of  the  Regiment  of  Navarre. 

MY  CONFRERES  and  felf  often  talk  of  you: 

they  are  all  partifans  and  admirers  of . They 

make  great  ufe  of  your  remedies  with  great  fuccefs, 
as  I do  myfelf ; and  have  allayed  the  effe£ls  attending 
fome  operations  I lately  performed  at  Strafburgh  ; and 
performed  cures  upon  my  patients  with  pomatums  and 
liniments  with  which  your  Extraft  was  mixed.  I 
think  you  by  no  means  {land  in  need  of  any  evidence 
to  prove  the  good  effeits  of  your  remedies  ■,  you  are 
yourfelf  the  beft  certificate.  I am,  &c. 


Another 
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Another  Letter  from  the  fame. 

ASK  me  no  longer  for  any  farther  proofs  of  the 
excellency  of  your  remedy  ; it  is  beyond  all  doubt : 
you  may  have  as  many  certificates  as  you  pleafe, 
concerning  its  miraculous  effeCls.  It  is  the  true  chi- 
rurgic'al  panacea.  There  is  no  regiment  without  it, 
and  in  which  it  is  not  ufed  with  great  fuccefs,  for  the 
difperfing  of  fwellings  and  inflammations,  even  fuch 
as  threaten  a gangrene.  I have  always  found  it  of 
very  great  fervice  in  the  moft  defperate  cafes,  ufed 
in  baths,  lotions,  and  pumpings.  All  my  brethren, 
to  whom  I have  mentioned  the  remedy,  have  related 
inftances  of  its  amazing  efficacy  : and  chiefly  our 
friend  Mr.  Cremoux,  to  whofe  merit  you  are  no 
ftranger.  He  has  often  related  to  me  the  cures  per- 
formed either  by  himfelf  or  father  ; but  they  are  too 
numerous  to  recapitulate  here  : however,  they  are 
certainly  not  only  a juft  eulogium,  but  a convincing 
proof  of  the  efficacy  of  your  remedy.  The  chirurgical 
art  owes  you  its  belt  wifhes,  and  its  moft  grateful  ac- 
knowledgements. You  have  been  able  to  new-modify 
an  old  remedy,  and  render  it  ufeful  in  every  com- 
plaint^ a thing  never  known  before.  I am,  &c. 

EXPERIMENTS  fuccef fully  made  with  the 
Extra  ft  of  Saturn , according  to  Mr.  Imbert’s 
Method  and  Account , Chancellor  of  the  Univer- 
fity,  &c. 

i,  THE  Vegeto-mineral  Water  in  incipient  oph- 
thalmies. 

Baths,  injections,  comprefles  wetted  with  the 
above  Water,  have  cured  very  confiderable  phymofes, , 
and  even  fuch  as  threatened  a gangrene,  which  has; 
fcrcencd  feveral  patients  from  the  operation. 

3-  ^ 
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3.  It  has  fucceeded  very  well  in  every  fpecies  of 
-chancre ; and  home  recent  wounds,  which  required 
to  be  re-united,  have  been  cured  by  its  ufe,  without 
coming  to  fuppuration. 

4.  It  has  been  ufed  with  great  fuccefs  in  the  cure 
of  tetters. 

5.  In  gonorrheas,  where  it  was  thought  proper  to 
ilop  the  running. 

6.  Some  have  been  cured  by  it  of  rheumatifms  ; and 
they  are  actually  trying  it  upon  anchilofes  and  old 
tilcers. 

I,  Surgeon,  trufled  with  the  care  of  the  Mili- 
tary Hofpital  at  Toulon,  for  the  venereal  and  wounded, 
^during  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Boccault,  certify  that  I 
have  feen  the  good  effects  of  the  above  experiments  • 
to  confirm  which,  I have  hereto  fet  my  hand. 

Toulon,  May  28,  1757*  Signed  Tournies. 


Certificate  of  Mr.  Guillerme,  Surgecti-onajor  of 
the  Royal  Marines. 

I the  under-written,  Surgeon-major  to  the  Royal 
Regiment  of  Marines,  do  certify,  That  fince  Mr. 
Goulard  has  made  the  ufeful  difeovery  of  the  virtues 
of  the  Extract  of  Saturn  for  the  cure  of  the  Itch,  I 
have  followed  exaftly  the  treatment  in  his  hofpital 
of  near  two  hundred  patients  in  that  diforder : they 
were  all  radically  cured,  and  in  a much  lefs  time  by 
the  ufe  of  this  remedy  than  by  any  other  method, 
efpecially  fince  the  addition  of  allum  and  fait.  Al- 
though it  is  above  fix  months  fince  they  have  left  the 
hofpital,  not  one  of  them  has  ever  had  the  leaf!  re- 
turn of  the  diforder;  and  all  of  them,  without  ex- 
ception, have  been  free  from  thofe  accidents  which 
loo  frequently  follow  the  common  methods  of  cure, 

I as 
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as  impofthumes,  very  alarming  internal  complaints, 
&c.  The  fame  remark  has  been  made  by  many  able 
phyficians  of  his  Majcfty’s  hofpitals.  Such  an  ex- 
periment, added  to  the  fingular  efteft  of  this  remedy, 
in  increafing,  on  its  firlt  application,  the  itchy  erup- 
tions, very  clearly  proves,  that  it  adfs  by  no  means 
, as  a repeller.  Many  other  fold iers  have  experienced 
its  good  effedfs  in  inflammations,  tumours,  and  tetters, 
which  had  been  proof  again!!  other  applications,  as 
well  as  in  venereal  complaints,  when  local.  Given 
at  Montpellier,  this  12th  of  May,  1757. 

Signed  Guillerme. 


Extract  of  a Letter  f ran  Mr.  Bounhiol,  of  the  Uni - 
verfity  of  Montpellier,  Phyfician  to  the  King,  &c. 

S I R, 

THE  frequent  experiments,  during  the  courfe  of 
many  years,  which  1 have  made  with  your  Extract 
of  Saturn,  and  the  happy  effects  I have  found  from  it, 
as  well  for  internal  as  external  complaints,  have  in- 
duced me  to  communicate  an  Obfervation  to  you, 
which  is  no  lefs  extraordinary  on  account  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  complaint  which  is  the  fubjedt  of  it,  than  of 
the  furprifing  cure  performed  in  a great  meafure  by  your 
remedy ; which  makes  me  look  upon  it  as  a true  pa- 
nacea, and  univerfal  antiphlogiftic  medicine. 

I fhall  not  here  particularile  every  cafe  in  which 
It  has  anfwered  my  intentions,  both  in  point  of  efficacy 
and  celerity  ; but  fhall  take  another  opportunity,  when 
1 am  more  at  leifure  from  bufinefs,  to  place  things  in 
a clear  light. 

I fhall  always  think  myfclf  bound  to  thank  you  for 
the  difeovery  of  a remedy,  which  performs  wonders, 
when  made  ufe  of  with  judgment.  I am,  See. 


Extract 
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Ex lra£l  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Alyngri,  Surgeon- 
major  of  Fort  Brefcou. 

I HAVE  long,  Sir,  obferved  the  admirable  ef- 
fects of  the  ExtraCt  of  Saturn.  The  cures  I have 
performed  by  its  means  are  too  numerous  to  be  par- 
ticularifed  here.  I fhall  therefore  only  obferve  in 
general,  that  I have  feldom  met  with  a cafe  in  which, 
it  has  not  fucceeded,  either  as'  a lotion,  pomatum,  or 
mixed  with  digeftives.  I have  known  it  perform, 
wonders  in  inflammations,  wounds,  ulcers,  &c.  But 
what  has  made  me  an  enthufiaft  in  its  favour,  if  I 
may  fo  fpeak,  is,  that  I have  cured  occult  cancers,  in 
their  beginning,  by  the  application  of  it. 

Signed  Alyngri. 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Laumont,  Surgeon  of 
the  Royal  Marines. 

THE  proofs  which  I have  of  the  good  effeCts  of 
the  ExtraCt  of  Saturn  authorife  me  to  allure  the 
Public,  that  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a fpecific  in 
all  chirurgical  difeafes,  which  do  not  take  their  rife 
from  any  fault  in  the  fluids.  I have  ufed  it  with  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  cure  of  tetters  and  the  itch,  contufions,  and 
fprains  of  all  kinds  ; of  ulcers,  phymofis  and  paraphy- 
mofis,  deafnefs,  ophthalmies,  and  rheumatic  pains. 
For  all  thefe  complaints,  I have  ufed  it  in  lotions, 
fomentations,  pumpings,  injections,  and  cataplafms : 
In  teftimony  of  which  I have  figned  this  certificate. 

Laumont. 


I 2 


Extract 


172  A TREATISE  on  LEAD. 


.Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Bruguiere,  Surgeon 
major  of  the  Regiment  of  Tour-du-Pin. 

SIR, 

•I  HAVE  been  honoured  with  your  letter,  in  an- 
fv/er  to  mine.  You  obfervc,  very  juftly,  that  I had 
forgot  to  mention  to  you  the  furprifing  effedts  I had 
leen  from  your  medicine,  in  the  treatment  of  Gun- 
fhot  Wounds.  I fhall  now  remark,  that  it  feldom 
happens,  during  fome  part  of  the  treatment  of  thefe 
wounds,  but  an  inflammation  comes  on,  either  in 
the  beginning 'or  afterwards.  No  application  has 
fucceeded  with  me,  with  greater  celerity  or  efficacy 
than  your  Extradt,  applied  by  means  of  comprefies, 
dipped  into  it.  warm,  upon  the  part ; which  were 
carefully  fo  far  moiitened,  from  time  to  time,  as  to 
prevent  their  drying.  Thus  I have  not  only  abated 
the  inflammation,  but  likewife  the  pain.  I have  ufed 
it  with  great  fuccefs  for  cicatrizing  the  above  wounds: 
I have  likewife  frequently  prefcribed  it  in  every  fpecies 
of  inflammation  and  ophthalmia,  taking  care  previoufly 
to  modify  it  according  to  the  diforder  and  part  affected. 
This,  Sir,  is  all  I have  to  fay  on  thefe  diforders.  If 
time  permitted,  I would  give  you  a detail  of  each  par- 
ticular cafe  ; but  bufinefs  renders  that  impoflible  at  pre- 
fen t.  Be  affured  of  my  heft  wifhes,  and  that  I am. 
Sir,  &c. 

Signed  Bruguiere. 


Extract 
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ExtraSl  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Felix,  Surgeon-major 
of  a Man  of  War , the  30 th  of  July,  1754.. 

Mr.  Felix  is  a Creole,  native  of  the  Ha- 
vannah  ; was  apprentice  to  me,  and  then 
ferved  in  the  Military  Hofpital  here  as  under- 
furgeon.  The  following  is  the  Extract  of  a 
Letter  he  wrote  to  me  on  his  return  from  the 
Indies.  > 

I C A N allure  you,  with  equal  fatisfadfion  and 
gratitude,  that  in  my  firft  voyage  to  Vera-Cruz!  I 
was  compleatly  happy.  I performed  many  furprifing 
operations,,  and  cured  many  chirurgical  disorders,  the 
account  of  which  would  be  tedious.  All  that  I 
fhould  fay,  Sir,  is,  that  I have  often  made  ufe  of  your 
remedy,  and  even  for  the  dreffings  after  operations 
performed.  The  patients  were  Toon  relieved  from 
pain,  and  fo  foon  cured,  that  they  could  not  fay  enough 
in  commendation  of  your  admirable  Water.  I have 
employed  it  with  equal  fuccefs  at  the  Havannah,  and 
acquired  by  it  a reputation  above  all  my  brethren,  who 
were  witnefles  of  its  efficacy. 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Pages,  Surge  on -major 
to  the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Alais , on  the  general  Ejfeffs 
of  the  Extract  of  Saturn. 


YOU  defire  to  be  informed,  Sir,  whether  I have 
made  any  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  the  Extract  Gf 
Saturn.  I here  fend  you  thofe  that  I have  hitherto 
made.  As  I have  ufed  this  remedy  for  fome  time, 
I find  it  very  proper  for  the  dreffing  of  old  ulcers, 
for  which  purpofe  I put  five-and-twenty  or  thirty 

I 3 drops^ 
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drops  of  the  Extra£I  in  a tumbler  of  water,  and 
wafh  them,  with  this  liquor  only,  as  many  times  a 
day  as  neceflary.  I have  frequently  ufed  it  in'the  in- 
flammation of  the  penis,  and  efpecially  for  any  little 
ulcer  at  the  bottom  of  the  throat,  as  a gargarifm.  I 
prefcribed  the  Extradf  laft  fpring,  with  fuceefs,  to  two 
jfoldiers  of  the  regiment  of  Languedoc,  whom  I cut 
for  the  fiftula  in  ano ; I employed  the  liquor  for  the 
injections,  and  wetted  the  firft  comprefles  with  it : 
this  method  I continued  till  the  cure  was  performed. 
I have  likewife  obferved  that  this  liquor  abates  much 
the  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  as  it  does  their  water- 
ing. 

Mr.  Goutier,  of  the  to\yn  of  Aix,  wrote  roe 
feveral  letters,  in  which  he  fpeaks  of  the  good 
effects  of  the  Extradl  of  Saturn  for  the  treat- 
ment of  many  chirurgical  diforders. 

Mr.  Creamaux,  furgeon-major  of  the  Dau- 
phin Regiment  of  Infantry,  has  alfo  informed 
me,  that  he  frequently  ules  my  remedy. 

Mr.  Robert,  mafter-furgeon  at  Menerbes, 
informed  me  by  a letter,  dated  the  29th  of 
November,  1757,  that  he  was  very  well 
pleafed  with  the  Extract  of  Saturn,  which 
he  had  fuccefsfully  ufed  in  many  com- 
plaints. 

Mr.  Menuret,  M.  D.  makes  great  ufe  of 
this  remedy,  as  do  the  following  perfons : 

Mr.  Soulier,  furgeon-major  of  the  Regi- 
ment of  Bigorre. 

Mr.  Solayres,  phyfician. 

Mr.  Barthe,  furgeon-major  to  the  Royal 
Regiment  Comtois. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pechagut,  an  old  officer  of  Infantry, 
has  cured  many  difeafes  with  this  remedy. 

Mr.  Cofte,  M.  D.  at  Agde. 

Mr.  Didier,  furgeon-major  to  the  Royal 
Corfican  Regiment  of  Cavalry. 

Mr.  Bruguire,  mafter-furgeon,  and  furgeon- 
major  of  the  Fort  of  Saumieres. 

Mr.  Simon,  mafter-furgeon  at  Monteli- 
mart. 

Mr.  Durand,  a fugeon-major  of  the 
Navy. 

Mr.  Alyngri,  mafter-furgeon  of  Cette,  fur- 
geon-major of  the  Fort  of  Brefcou. 

Mr.  Laumont,  furgeon  to  the  Royal  Re- 
giment of  Marines. 

Mr.  St.  Paul,  furgeon-major  of  the  Royal 
Hofpital  at  Oftend. 

Mr.  Delan,  furgeon-major  of  the  Regiment 
at  Brefte,  from  Rochelle,  the  19th  of  July, 

i755* 

Mr.  Selignac,  furgeon  at  St  George. 

Mr.  Conftrefty,  mafter-furgeon  of  Cette. 

Mr.  Roux,  an  old  furgeon-major  of  the  Re- 
giment of  Vaftan. 

Mr.  Segui,  furgeon-major  of  the  Brabant 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  in  Spain,  the  10th  of 
November,  1757. 

Mr.  Efpinas,  the  younger,  furgeon  to  the 
Holpitals  at  Mahon. 

Mr.  Rolan,  furgeon-major  of  the  Regiment 
of  Mailly. 

Mr.  Vidal  Laroque,  furgeon,  ha$  informed 
me,  that  they  frequently  make  ufe,  at  Maltha, 
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of  the  ExtraCt  of  Saturn  for  .external  com- 
plaints, with  great  fuccefs. 

All  the  above-named  practitioners  have 
written  to  me,  at  different  times,  and  affured 
me  how  much  they  were  fatisfied  with  the 
effeCts  of  my  medicine,  and  fent  me  the  dif- 
ferent Obfervations  which  are  interfperled  in 
different  parts  of  this  work. 

I am  well  convinced  that  it  is  likewife  ufed 
in  many  hofpitals,  and  with  great  fuccefs. 

At  Montpellier,  both  in  St.  Elias’s  and  the 
General  Hofpital. 

At  Touloufe,  in  St.  James’s  Hofpital. 

At  Aix  in  Provence,  in  different  hofpitals* 
In  the  hofpital  at  Toulon. 

In  the  hofpital  at  Narbonne,  and  others, 

&c. 

Befides,  many  phyficians  and  furgeons  make 
ufe  of  the  ExtraCt  of  Saturn. 

At  Montpellier,  many  profeffors  of  phyfic,. 
and  almofl  all  my  confreres. 

Thefe  authorities,  I think,  appear  fufficient 
to  confirm  the  ufe  of  it,  feeing  it  has  feldom 
failed  curing  the  diforders  treated  of  in  this 
work. 

, ' 

Certificate  ofi  Mr.  Giraud,  Mafier- Surge  on  at  Mont- 
pellier, to  tcfiifiy  the  Cure  of  one  Rioufle  * . 

THIS  is  to  certify,  that  I was  fent  for,  lafl 
autumn,  to  bleed  one  Rioufle,  a wife  of  a baker  in 
this  town,  and  that  this  woman,  who  was  greatly 

* See  the  account  of  it  in  the  Qbfervation  of  a Cancer. 

afflicted. 
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afflicted,  fhewed  me  a confiderable  tumour  in  one 
of  her  breaffs.  On  examining  it  with  attention,  I 
law  that  it  was  an  occult  cancer,  which  proceeded 
from  a fchirrhous  tumour  fettled  there  for  fome  time. 
This  woman  informed  me,  that  fhe  was  going  to  try 
a remedy,  which  my  confrere,  Mr.  Goulard,  had  pre- 
fcribed  to  her.  Having  occafion  to  fee  her  two 
months  after,  I perceived  the  fwelling  difperfed,  and 
no  remains  of  the  fhooting  pains  fhe  had  complained 
of  before  ; and  I learned  that  this  alteration  for  the 
better  was  owing  to  the  ufe  of  a cataplafm  made  with 
the  Extra#  of  Saturn,  water,  and  bread.  But  this 
cure,  however  extraordinary,  furprifes  me  lefs  than 
it  would  many  others,  having  been  often  witnefs  of 
the  good  effe#s  of  the  Extra#  of  Saturn  in  different 
chirurgical  diforders. 

Montpellier, 

the  31ft  of  January,  1760.  Gfraud. 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Lafermiere,  fhe  nth 
of  July,  1759. 

MY  brethren  make  great  ufe  of  the  Extra#  of 
Saturn,  in  the  treatment  of  gun-fhot  wounds,  and 
find  it  highly  advantageous.  They  all  look  upon  it 
as  one  of  the  firft  remedies  for  chirurgical  complaints. 
Mr.  Blein,  an  acquaintance  of  yours,  told  me,  that 
he  had  recourfe  to  it  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Medrane, 
captain  in  the  regiment  of  Aquitaine  Infantry,  who 
had  fharp  pains  along  the  lpinal  procefs  of  the  neck; 
which  proceeded  from  an  anchilofts  of  the  vertebrae; 
and  that  he  was  much  relieved  by  it. 


I 5 


A Letter 


,78  A TREATISE  on  LEAD. 


A Letter  from  Mr.  Pechagut,  an  old  Officer. 

S I R, 

I PERFORM  miracles  with  the  Extradi  of 
Saturn.  My  door  is  continually  crowded  with  poor 
invalids,  and  I have  the  fatisfaclion  of  feeing  them 
come  to  thank  me,  perfectly  recovered.  But  I have 
been  much  furprifed  lately  by  the  cure  I performed  on 
a child,  who  had  a cancer  on  his  cheek  ; to  which  I 
applied  the  pure  Extract,  and  afterwards  fome  butter, 
which  had  been  wafhed  in  the  Vegeto- mineral  Water. 
In  twelve  days  time  the  wound  was  healed,  to  the  great 
iurprife  of  us  dabblers  in  phyfic. 

Mr.  Paul,  a ftudent  of  phyfic,  having 
fome  years  ago  prefented  to  the  Royal  So- 
ciety a Paper  on  the  remedies  proper  to  dif- 
folve  the  coagulum,  which  appears  like  buff 
at  the  top  of  pleuretic  blood,  remarks,  that 
he  had  ufed  with  great  fuccefs  our  Extradf  of 
Saturn  for  diffolving  this  fubflance,  reputed 
to  be  indiffoluble  by  many  celebrated  au- 
thors. I begged  of  him  to  fend  an  account 
of  the  experiment,  which  I here  fubjoin,  as  a 
confirmation  of  the  diffolving  and  antifeptic 
quality,  which  charadterifes  the  Extradt  of 
Saturn. 

NEXT  to  fal  armoniac,  1 know  of  nothing 
which  will  diffolve  this  coagulum  fooner  than  the 
Extradt  of  Mr.  Goulard.  Half  an  ounce  of  this 
Extradt  dilfolved  a dram  of  coagulum  in  the  fpace 
of  four-and-twenty  hours,  and  confequently  more 
txpeditioufly  than  nitre  and  lime-water,  But  as 
jo  this 
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this  medicine  can  be  adminiftered  internally  only  in 
drops,  I put  ten  or  twelve  drops  of  it  into  an  ounce 
and  a half  of  water,  with  a dram  of  coagulum.  After 
e'ght  days  it  difcovered  no  tendency  to  folution,  and 
Hill  floated  in  the  liquor,  in  the  form  of  a mem- 
brane ; but  being  curious  to  fee  whether  it  was  no 
fofter,  I found  that  it  was  much  fo..  Its  natural 
vifcofity  was  fo  far  diminifihed,  that  I could  eafily 
reduce  it  to  pafte,  by  gently  prefling  it  between  my 
fingers ; and  in  a few  days  it  was  entirely  diflolved* 
I mull  here  obferve,  that  Mr.  Goulard’s  ExtraCt  is 
not  only  a remarkable  dilfolvent,  but  likewife  a 
‘powerful  antifeptic.  Ten  or  twelve  drops  of  it, 
mixed  with  an  ounce  and  a half  of  water,  refilled 
the  putrefaction  of  the  coagulum  more  powerfully 
than  half  an  ounce  of  pure  vinegar  could  have  done  ; 
and  as  to  the  pure  Extract,  it  has  already  preferved 
the  coagulum  free  from  putrefaction  thefe  two  months. 
Truth  has  obliged  me  to  fay  thus  much  in  favour  of 
this  remedy.  But  may  it  be  ufed  internally  without 
danger  ? The  numerous  experiments  made  by  Mr. 
Goulard  induce  every  one  to  think  fo  j,  and  many 
celebrated  authors  are  alfo  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Mr.  Sarrau,  Profeffor  of  Anatomy  and 
Surgery,  Member  of  the  Royal  Society,  well 
known  for  his  (kill  in  his  profeffion,  having, 
long  made  ufe  of  the  Extradt  of  Saturn,  in 
its  different  fhapes,  has  fent  me  the  following 
teflimony  of  its  effedts. 

THE  Public  has  great  obligations  to  Mr.  Gou- 
lard, for  the  difcovery  of  a remedy,  which,  in  its 
different  Ihapcs,  produces  the  moll:  falutary  effeCls 
in  many  cafes.  I myfelf  have  particular  reafons  to 
allure  him,  in  this  public  manner,  of  my  acknowledge- 

I 6 ments* 
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ments,  having,  by  means  of  the  Extradl  of  Saturn, 
conquered  diforders  which  had  before  baffled  all  me- 
dicine. 

I wilh  I could  give  a detail  of  the  different  cures 
I have  feen  performed  by  it  j but  not  having  taken 
the  precaution  to  colledf  them  in  writing,  I fhall 
only  fay,  in  general,  that  it  does  wonders  in  ophthal- 
mies,  however  inveterate  they  may  be  : that  it  not 
only  calms,  but  prevents  inflammations  : that  it  pro- 
motes refolution,  by  exciting  a copious  tranfudation 
of  the  obftrudfed  matter,  and  by  no  means  adts  as  a 
repeller,  which  fome  have  advanced ; and  having  tried 
it  with  fuccefs  in  divers  cafes,  1 have  particularly 
found  it  a fpecific  in  all  venereal  infedtions  which  at- 
tack the  genital  parts,  fiich  as  chancres,  phymofes, 
fwellings,  and  heats  of  urine.  In  teftimony  where- 
of, See. 

Montpellier,  the  15th  S ARRAU, 

of  May,  1760. 

An  OBSERV  AT  ION  communicaied  by  Mr. 

Salansone,  M.  B. 

ABOUT  the  middle  of  June,  1760,  a friend  of 
mine  was  afflidted  with  two  tetters,  one  of  which  oc- 
cupied the  inferior  part  of  the  right  omoplata,  and  the 
other  the  left  hypochcndpum  ; they  were  both  an 
affemblage  of  fmall  pimples,  very  much  inflamed, 
covering  about  the  breadth  of  a crown  piece,  and 
placed  in  fuch  a manner,  that  each  tetter,  efpecially 
the  one  of  the  hypochondrium,  deferibed  pretty  nearly 
a circle.  The  itching  they  brought  on  was  infup- 
portable,  and,  in  confequence  of  the  leaft  fcratching, 
the  heat  of  them  was  conliderably  augmented  : they 
likewife  gave  rife  to  occafional  Ihivering  fits.  From 
thefe  fymptoms  I concluded  that  they  were  malignant 

tetters. 
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tetters,  partaking  a good  deal  of  the  nature  of  an 
eryfipelas,  and  that  their  virus  was  contagious  ; for 
twelve  hours  after,  by  the  contad  only  of  linen 
which  had  been  ufed  for  one  in.  the  diforder,,  the 
difeafe  had  been  communicated.  To  prevent  the 
matter  from  entering  the  mafs  of  blood,  1 prevailed 
upon  the  patient  to  lay  afide  the  medicines  generally; 
prefcribed  upon  the  occafion,  and  to  fubftitute  in 
their  room  Mr.  Goulard’s  Extract,  which  I knew 
was  very  proper  for  all  diforders  of  the  fkin..  The- 
reputation  which  that  gentleman  enjoys,  and  which 
daily  experience  proves  to  be  the  refult  only  of  his. 
merit,  engaged  the  patient  to  try  the  Extrad  of  Sa- 
turn. At  the  end  of  the  third  day  from  the  erup- 
tion, and  on  the  beginning  of  the  fifth,  the  rednefs 
and  itching  entirely  cfifappeared,  the  tetters  began  to 
dry  away  and  fall  off,  and  the  patient  was  perfedly 
cured. 

This  Obfervation,  joined  to  others  communicated' 
to  me  on  the  excellency  of  this  remedy,,  leaves  no 
room  to  doubt  of  its  being  a fpecific  in  certain  cuta- 
neous eruptions  ; I mean,  fuch  as  are  produced  by  the 
virus  of  tetters,,  the  itch.  See.  &c- 

A queftion  has  been  propofed.  Whether,  in  cafe  of 
an  utiiverfal  itching,  attended  with  an  eruption,  the 
patient  might  not  be  put  into  a bath  compofed  of  fome 
of  Mr.  Goulard’s  Extrad,.  to  the  colour  and  confid- 
ence of  lac  virginale  ? 

The  following  Obfervation  was  communi- 
cated to  me  by  Mr.  Coulas,  M.  D.  of  the 
Univerfity  of  Montpellier,  Member  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  a young  phyfician  of 
great  merit.  This  Obfervation  prefentsus  two 
very  interefting  fubjefts.  Firft,  it  proves,  by  a 
7 ftriking 


1 82  A TREATISE  on  LEAD. 


ftriking  example,  that  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water  is  not  lefs  efficacious  in  pains  produced 
by  fpafm,  than  in  fuch  as  are  the  effects  of 
inflammation  ; and  then,  by  reflections  full  of 
erudition,  he  confirms  the  doctrine  which  I 
have  inculcated  in  the  courfe  of  this  Treatife, 
concerning  the  bad  effedls  of  emollients  in  all 
inflammatory  tumours. 

A GIRL  of  a hedtic  and  bilious  temperament, 
was  fuddenly  feized  with  a fharp  pain  in  one  of  her 
feet.  The  complaint,  in  the  beginning,  was  fup- 
portable,  but  foon  increafed  to  fuch  a degree  as 
forced  her  to  cry  out.  She  fuffered  excruciating 
pains  for  fome  hours,  before  I was  fent  for.  My 
firft  care  was  to  examine  the  part  affedted,  which 
to  the  eye  appeared  in  its  natural  found  ftate  : a ten- 
fion  or  ftiffnefs,  however,  might  be  felt  : I afked 
her  to  what  fire  could  attribute  the  caufe  of  her 
complaint,  but  could  get  no  information  from  her. 
The  uneafy  fituation  of  the  patient  did  not  admit  of 
any  farther  enquiry  or  deliberation  ; and  I haftened 
to  relieve  her  by  the  moft  afluaging  applications. 
To  this  purpofe  I ordered  the  part  affedted  to  be  rub- 
bed with  the  ointment  of  marfhmallows,  to  which  I 
added,  foon  after,  the  oils  of  fweet  almonds  and  ca- 
momile. Notwithftanding  the  life  of  this  liniment, 
the  pain  continued  equally  fevere,  and  rather  feemed 
to  increafe.  I then  fubftituted  fome  foftening  bal- 
fam,  in  the  room  of  the  ointment  of  marfhmallows, 
but  flill  with  the  fame  fuccefs.  The  patient  per- 
ceiving no  relief  from  any  of  the  applications,  be- 
gan to  be  greatly  alarmed,  and  defired  very  earneflly 
I would  give  her  fomething  more  efficacious.  This 
I made  no  doubt  of  doing,  by  the  addition  of  fome 

anodyne 
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anodyne  drops  to  the  liniment ; but  inftead  of  miti- 
gating the  pain,  this  only  ferved  to  increafe  it,  and 
the  part  began  to  grow  very  hot.  The  foot  feemed 
to  fwell,  and  a flight  rednefs,  which  covered  the  ■ 
whole,  gave  me  reafon  to  apprehend  an  inflamma- 
tion. But  thefe  frefh  fymptoms  difappeared,  by  re- 
linquifhing  the  above  applications.  Finding  the 
pains  were  not  to  be  removed  by  thefe  remedies,  I 
thought  the  beft  method  1 could  take  would  be  to 
adminifter  opiates  internally.  Bleeding  might  have 
been  advantageoully  ufed  upon  the  occafion,  had 
not  particular  reafons  forbid  it : I ordered  her,  in 

confequence,  a narcotic  julep  : but  ftill  no  alteration 
could  be  perceived  for  the  better  : fuch  was  the  pe- 
culiar nature  of  the  pain,  that  the  remedies  proper 
on  fuch  occafions,  fo  far  from  contributing  to  miti- 
gate it,  ferved  only  to  increafe  its  violence.  What 
I had  applied,  however,  were  the  only  topical  re- 
medies which,  as  things  were  circumflanced,  appeared 
advifeable.  The  pain  could  be  mitigated  by  anodynes 
only.  The  fliffhefs  obfervable  on  the  part,  which 
was  the  effeft  of  a fpafm,  as  I fhall  prove  farther  on, 
feemed  to  authorife  the  application  of  emollients  j 
and  the  intenfenefs  of  the  pain  could  not  admit  of 
any  medicine,  which  did  not  poflefs  the  anodyne 
quality  in  the  higheft  degree.  The  inefficacy  of  this 
laft  remedy,  I mean  the  narcotic,  threw  me,  I own, 
into  the  greateft  confternation  ; and  whilft  I was  de- 
liberating on  the  next  ftep  which  would  be  proper 
to  take  upon  the  occafion,  I luckily  thought  of 
trying  Mr.  Goulard’s  Vegeto-mineral  Water.  This 
I was  the  more  tempted  to  do,  having  found,  by  va- 
rious experiments  on  others,  as  well  as  myfelf,  that 
there  is  no  pain,  however  fevere,  which  does  not 
yield  to  its  application.  To  this  purpofe,  I ordered 
comprefles  to  be  dipped  in  the  Vegeto-mineral  Wa- 
ter warmed ; which  were  no  fooner  applied,  but  the 
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pain  became  fupportable.  This  happy  fuccefs  con- 
vinced me  that  I had  now  hit  on  the  fpecific;  and 
the  event  foon  confirmed  my  opinion  ; for,  on  the 
fecond  or  third  application,  the  pain  was  removed,  as 
by  a charm.  To  prevent  its  return,  I ordered  the 
ufe  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  to  be  continued  for 
fome  hours.  This  precaution  I thought  neceftary, 
having  obferved  that  the  pain  returned  whenever  the 
linen  began  to  grow  dry.  By  the  continued  ufe  of 
this  remedy,  the  return  of  the  bad  fymptoms  was 
prevented,  and  the  part  was  fo  far  {Lengthened,  that 
the  patient  was  able,  the  day  following,  to  walk,  and 
follow  her  ordinary  occupations. 

The  cafe  above  related  is  a ftriking  inftance  of 
the  anodyne  virtue  of  Mr.  Goulard’s  remedy  ; and, 
in  effedf,  is  it  not  greatly  anodyne,  fince  it  fucceeded 
in  a cafe  where  narcotics,  which  are  looked  upon  as 
fpecifics  when  properly  applied,,  fo  far  from  miti- 
gating the  pain,  only  ferved  to  increafe  it  ? Aday  we 
not  be  allowed  then  to  call  it  more  fpecific  than 
fpecifics  themfelves  ? Though  this  propofition  may  in 
general  be  looked  upon  as  erroneous,  it  certainly  can 
by  no  means  be  fo,  in  the  cafe  we  have  juft  men- 
tioned. Mr.  Goulard  is  convinced,,  by  a multipli- 
city of  experiments,  that  there  is  no  topical  medi- 
cine more  effectual  for  allaying  inflammatory  fe- 
vers than  his  Vegeto-mineral  Water.  The  fa£t  I 
have  juft  related  ferves  to  prove  it  no  lefs  efficacious 
in  eafing  fuch  as  do  not  arife  from  inflammation  ; 
moreover,  it  proves  it  to  pofief3  a real  antifpafmodic 
quality. 

What  I have  juft  advanced  is  eafily  demonftrated  j 
which  I hope  to  do,  by  (hewing  that  this  pain  en- 
tirely proceeded  from  a fpafmodic  affe&ion.  t.  It 
came  on  all  at  once,  without  any  apparent  exiftence  of 
an  internal  or  external  caufe.  This  is  well  known 
to  the  cafe  of  fpafmodic  pains  ; and  the  patient 
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felt  a tenfion  and  contra&ion  of  the  part.  2.  The  per- 
fon  is  fubjecSb  to  hyfteric  complaints,  and  fometimes 
feels  fuch  pains  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  but  prin- 
cipally in  the  breaft  and  hypochondria  ; which  leaves- 
no  room  to  doubt  of  the  diforder  having  been  origi- 
nally occafioned  by  an  hyfteric  affeilion,  of  which  a 
violent  fpafm  was  the  confequence  : and  as  this  af— • 
fecffion  would  yield  to  no  application  but  Mr.  Gou- 
lard’s, we  muff  neceflarily  allow  that  medicine  a true 
antifpafmodic  quality. 

The  bad  effects  of  the  anodynes,  which  had  pre- 
ceded the  application  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,, 
and  the  fpafmodic  nature  of  the  complaint,  which 
had  yielded  to  that  medicine,  ferve  to  confirm  a pro- 
pofition  of  Mr.  Goulard’s,,  which  will  no  doubt  ap- 
pear an  extraordinary  one  to  thofe  who  are  governed' 
by  prejudice,  and  pay  a greater  deference  to  old  er- 
rors than  any  modern  matters  of  fa6t.  But  to  come 
to  the  point.  Mr.  Goulard,  in  the  excellent  Trea- 
tife  he  is  going  to  publifh,  is  not  afraid  to  advance^ 
that  the  ufe  of  emollients,  for  removing  inflam-, 
matory  tumours,  is  attended  with  the  worft  confe- 
quences.  Every  one  knows  the  danger  of  applying 
fuch  medicines  in  an  eryfipelas,  though  looked  upon 
advantageous  in  phlegmonous  inflammations.  Mr. 
Goulard,  notwithftanding,  is  well  convinced  by  re- 
peated Obfervations,  that  they  are  no  lefs  dangerous 
in  the  latter.  He.re  theory  coincides  with  practice. 
In  effect,  the  caufe  of  tumours  being  nothing  more 
than  the  force  of  the  fluids  being  fuperior  to  the  re— 
fiftance  of  the  folids,  it  is  evident,  that  any  thing 
which  ferves  to  weaken  the  latter,,  while  the  force 
of  the  former  remains  in  the  fame  degree,  muff  ne- 
ceflarily either  occalion  a tumour,  or  add  to  its  vo- 
lume, if  already  exifting.  Now  fuch  appear  to  be 
the  effects  of  emollients  ; it  is  therefore  with  reafon 
that  Mr.  Goulard  condemns  their  ufe  in  the  treatment 

cf 
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of  tumours,  whether  phlegmonous,  eryfipelatous,  or 
inflammatory.  Let  us  next  fee,  from  the  cafe  I have 
related,  whether  we  cannot  bring  a frefh  proof  of 
the  danger  of  applying  emollients  for  the  cure  of  in- 
flammatory tumours.  If  thefe  applications  can  ever 
be  proper  in  fuch  cafes,  it  muff  be,  where  there  is 
a fpafmodic  affedfion  in  the  inflamed  part.  But 
even  in  fuch  a cafe,  they  may  be  pernicious,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  frefh  fymptoms  fubfequent  to  the  ap- 
plication of  them  in  the  prefent  Obfervation.  We 
may  then  from  this  draw  a very  fafe  and  conelufive 
argument,  That  fince  emollients  proved  very  perni- 
cious in  a cafe  where  they  are  principally  indicated, 
their  ufe  ought  to  be  abfolutely  banifhed  in  the  treat- 
ment of  inflammatory  tumours,  as  Mr.  Goulard  re- 
marks. 


An  EXTRACT  frojn  the  Journal  of  Mr.  V ander- 
MOND,  of  the  Month  of  Mayy  1760. 

I 

O B S E R V AT  ION  on  an  itchy  Eruption , cured 
by  a Preparation  of  Lead  by  Mr.  Manuret,  M.  D. 
at  Montpellier , and  a Correfpondent  of  the  Royal 
Society. 

A SOLDIER  of  the  militia  of  Aix,  in  garrifon 
at  Montelimert,  came,  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft, 
to  the  hofpital  of  this  town,  at  that  time  under  my 
care.  His  whole  body  was  almoil:  entirely  covered 
with  large  itchy  puftules,  but  they  w'ere  chiefly  011 
his  elbows  and  arms.  Thefe  pullules  being  conti- 
guous and  ulcerated,  were  very  difagreeable  to  the 
eye,  and  very  troublefome  to  the  patient.  It  was  fix 
months  fince  the  eruption  firft  appeared  ; the  oint- 
ment of  fulphur  had  been  often  ufed  without  fuc- 
cefs.  Upon  this  account  I wras  refolved  to  try  the; 

Vegeto- 
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Vegcto-mineral  Water,  which  Mr.  Goulard,  a fur- 
geoci  in  great  repute  at  Montpellier,  had  often  ufed 
with  fuccefs  on  the  like  occasion.  In  confequence 
of  this,  after  the  common  remedies,  I ordered  the 
patient  to  take  an  apozem,  made  of  crefTes,  fumi- 
tory, and  the  vulneraries  from  Switzerland,  for  fome 
days : after  which  I made  ufe  of  my  remedy.  The 
patient  wetted  the  different  parts  of  his  body  with 
linen  dipped  in  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  : the  ul- 
cers were  drefled  with  the  ointment  of  rofes,  moift- 
ened  with  fome  of  the  above  Water.  The  itchy 
eruptions,  from  the  firft  application,  far  from  difap- 
pearing,  increafed.  I faw  with  fome  degree  of  fur- 
prife  this  increafe  of  puftules,  which  continued  to 
come  out  for  fome  days  ; but,  by  the  continued  ufe 
of  this  medicine,  the  diforder  dried  away,  and  en- 
tirely difappeared.  I do  not  pretend  here  to  explain 
the  fingular  effedt  of  this  remedy  : I /hall  content 
myfelf  with  remarking,  that  it  is  unjuftly  deemed  a 
repeller,  and  confequently  laid  alide  in  particular 
cafes.  But  if  I may  be  allowed  to  judge  of  its  man- 
ner of  adtion  on  diforders  for  which  1 have  applied 
it,  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  adt  as  a rcfolver 
and  difpcrfer. 


O B S E RV  AT  ION  on  the  particular  Ejfeft  of  the 
Extraft  of  Saturn , ufed  in  a large  £hiantity,  by  Mr, 
Cavaillon,  Bachelor  in  Phyfic. 

SOME  time  ago  a hard  and  indolent  tumour 
feized  one  of  my  arm-pits,  which  I negledfed  at  firft; 
but  in  a few  days  it  increafed  fo  much,  as  to  incom- 
mode me,  and  make  me  fear  the  confequences.  I 
thought  it  high  time  to  apply  a remedy.  The  dif- 
pcrling  and  refolving  quality  which  was  well  known 
to  charadterife  the  Extradf  of  Saturn,  and  which  was 

frequently 
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frequently  made  ufe  of  by  an  eminent  furgeon,  induced 
me  to  look  upon  this  liquor  as  the  beft  adapted  to  my 
cafe.  I began  by  ufing  it  in  a cataplafm,  in  the  or- 
dinary dole  ; but  being  impatient  to  difperfe  a tumour 
whofe  confequences  1 dreaded,,  I thought  proper  to 
add  confiderably  to  the  ufual  quantity^  From  the  fe- 
cond  day,  I put  upon  my  cataplafm  at  leaf!:  three 
times  the  ordinary  quantity,  and  continued  the  ap- 
plication in  this  manner  for  three  days  fucceflively.- 
A few  hours  after  I had  applied  the  firft,  made  in  the 
above  manner,  I perceived  the  tumour  inflame,  and 
become  foft  at  ' rT'1  ' lued  to  do 


have  forced  its  way,  and  the  part  of  my  fhirt  which 
covered  tire  arm-pit  tinged  with  a difeharge  mixed  with 
blood  : this  difeharge  had  rather  an  acid  fmell,  which 
probably  had  been  communicated  to  it  by  the  Ex- 
tract. The  matter  did  not  all  come  away  that  day  ; 
fome  hardnefs  Fill  remained,  which  has  fince  been 
entirely  removed  by  the  application  only  of  rags,  dip- 
ped in  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  made  after  my  me- 
thod, I mean  very  itrong. 

This  Obfervation,,  fays  Mr.  Cavailion,  deferves 
without  doubt  the  attention  of  p radii ti oners,  as  it 
teaches  them  a method  of  difperfmg  tumours,  which 
are  often  attended  with  danger,  and  not  ealily  dif- 
perfed  by  ordinary  applications,  though  undertaken 
in  their  commencement : it  behoves  them  to  confider 
when,  and  in  what  quantity,  it  ought  to  be  made- 
ufe  of.. 
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EXTRACT  of  a Memorial  prefcntcd  to  the  Royal 

Society. , by  Mr.  Coulas,  M.  IX  Aug.  14,  1760. 

I N the  circumftantial  account  I publifhed  of  the 
fymptoms  and  progrefs  of  a complaint  in  my  eyes, 
which  I cured  by  the  application  of  the  Vegeto- 
mineral  Water,  I took  notice  that  emollient  cata- 
plafmSj  far  from  relieving  the  intenfe  pains  I fuffered, 
only  ferved  to  increafe  them.  T his  is  an  important 
point,  and  the  more  deferving  of  our  particular  at- 
tention, as  it  tends  to  eftablilh  a fa£t,  the  difcovery 
‘ of  which  has  done  much  honour  to  its  author,  as 
well  becaufe  it  removes  the  prejudices  into  which 
fome  of  our  oldeft  practitioners  have  been  betrayed^ 
as  becaufe  it  furnifhes  the  art  of  furgery  with  one  of 
its  molt  ufeful  fecrets.  'The  Academy,  already  ac- 
quainted with  the  fuccefsful  enquiries  of  one  of  its 
■moil  zealous  members,  will  naturally  defire  to  know, 
what  farther  information  I have  to  offer  on  the  fub- 
je£t.  Mr.  Goulard,  the  gentleman  in  queftion,  does 
not  hefitate  to  affert,  that  the  ule  of  emollient  appli- 
cations, in  the  treatment  of  inflammatory  tumours, 
muft  be  attended  with  the  molt  pernicious  confe- 
quences.  A long  and  authentic  bit  of  Obferva- 
tions,  made, in  the  courfe  of  a judicious  and  fuccefsful 
practice,  are  the  proofs  on  which  he  grounds  his  al- 
fertion.  The  more  important  the  difcovery,  the  more 
firm  and  evident  muft  be  the  foundations  on  which 
it  refts.  Though  Mr.  Goulard  has  fupported  his 
opinions  on  the  beft  grounds  and  reafons,  yet  as  no- 
thing can  more  clearly  demonftrate  it  than  the  evi- 
dence of  facts  and  inftances,  I cannot  think  it  impro- 
per to  add  fome  of  my  own  Obfervatiorm  to  thole  of 
this  able  lurgeon. 

If  Mr.  Goulard  had  not  condemned  the  ufe  of 
emollient  cataplafms,  the  experience  I had  of  their  bad 
effects,  when  troubled  with  a violent  inflammation 

of 


I 


igo  A TREATISE  on  LEAD.  • 

of  my  eyes,  would  effedtually  difcourage  their  ufe.  If 
thefe  applications  could  ever  be  made  with  fuccefs,  I 
had  the  greateft  reafon  to  promife  myfelf  the  moil  de- 
sirable effedts.  In  the  hypothefis  of  thofe  authors 
who  recommend  them,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  I had 
recourfe  to  them  on  the  fureft  indications.  The  in- 
flammation of  my  eyes  had  gained  an  uncommon  de- 
gree of  violence  ; I fuffered  the  molt  excruciating 
pains.  The  eye  was  fo  dried,  that  a tear  never  fell 
from  it : and  I felt  a fenfible  contraction  in  the  in- 
flamed part.  In  thefe  circumftances,  who  could  have 
imagined  that  emollient  applications  would  add  to  the 
violence  of  the  diforder  ? Such,  however,  was  the  ef- 
fect they  produced. 

Let  it  not  be  faid,  that  the  pernicious  effedts  of 
thofe  applications  were  owing  to  fome  latent  caufe 
in  my  particular  habit  of  body.  I am  not  afraid  to 
advance,  that  they  have  not  been  more  beneficial  to 
other  patients.  1 have  had  frequent  opportunities  to 
obferve,  that  the  ufe  of  them  has  not  been  attended 
with  the  defired  fuccefs.  I have  been  acquainted 
with  feveral  patients,  who  have  fuffered  by  the  ap- 
plication of  a cataplafm  of  apples,  baked  in  the  afhes, 
or  boiled  in  milk.  I have  known  others,  who  have 
found  their  pains  increafed  by  the  ufe  of  veal.  In  a 
word,  I had  occafion  to  obferve,  in  the  cure  of  one 
of  my  brothers,  that  the  volume  of  the  veflels  of  the 
conjundtiva  was  enlarged  by  the  application  of  milk, 
and  the  pulp  of  quince-feeds,  of  linfeed,  and  flea- 
wort.  Again,  I have  taken  notice  that  thefe  appli- 
cations never  produced  worfe  effedts,  than  when  they 
were  made  on  the  moft  approved  indications.  Thus, 
in  the  mofl  inflamed  ftate  of  my  eye,  emollients 
proved  more  hurtful  than  in  the  lefs  threatening 
ffates  of  the  diforder.  I have  made  the  fame  obferva- 
tion  in  other  cafes.  Not  only  the  evidence  of  plain 
fadts  demonffrates  the  bad  eftedls  of  emollients,  but 
the  principles  of  a found  theory  abfolutely  forbid  their 
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ufe.  Let  us  fee  what  light  thefe  principles  afford  to- 
wards illuftrating  the  objeCt  of  our  prefent  enquiry.  In 
the  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  the  lymphatic  veflels  ot 
the  conjunCtiva  are  fluffed  with  blood.  This  fluid  is 
impelled  into  their  cavities,  by  a force  capable  of  fur- 
mounting the  refiftance  it  meets  with  from  thefe  vef- 
fels.  Inflammation  is  defined  by  Mr.  Savage,  to  be 
that  force  by  which  the  blood  is  pufhed  and  impelled 
into  the  veflels  of  the  part  affeCted. 

Having  thus  fettled  the  principles,  we  come  now 
to  the  confequences  to  be  expected  from  the  appli- 
cation of  emollient  cataplafms.  The  parts  to  which 
they  are  applied,  are  relaxed  ; confequently,  the 
diameter  of  the  lymphatic  veflel  is  enlarged.  What 
muff  be  the  effeCt  ? A greater  number  of  the  globu- 
lar partfcles  of  blood,  impelled  continually  towards 
their  opening,  will  enter  ; the  volume  of  the  part  af- 
fected muff  then  be  enlarged.  This  will  naturally  ac- 
count for  the  increafed  violence  of  one  of  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  inflammation  ; and  we  fhall  prefently  fee 
that  the  reft  increafe  in  the  fame  proportion.  The 
redundant  particles  of  blood,  which  have  forced  a 
paflage  into  the  inflamed  part,  having  the  fame  ac- 
celerated motion  with  thole  which  had  been  intro- 
duced before  the  application  of  the  emollient  cata- 
plafm,  the  veflels  of  the  conjunctiva  are  now  to 
fuftain  an  increafed  power  of  aCtion  ; fince,  to  the 
preflure  of  the  fluid  they  before  contained,  muft  now 
be  added  that  of  the  globular  particles  of  blood, 
which  have  found  an  entrance  in  confequence  of 
their  diftenfion.  Now,  as  inflammation  is  produced 
by  the  increafed  velocity  of  the  blood,  and  as  the 
fymptoms  attending  it  muft  bear  a proportion  to  this 
velocity,  the  preflure  of  the  blood,  on  the  part  af- 
fected, cannot  be  increafed,  without  adding  to  the 
violence  of  the  diforder  : therefore  the  application  of 
emollient  cataplafms,  which  was  intended  to  fubdue 
the  inflammation,  muft  neceflarily  increafe  its  vio- 
lence. 


lence.  And  this  is  a truth  clearly  deduced  from  Mr, 
Goulard’s  Obfervations,  and  from  thole  which  we  have 
juft  made. 

But  the  increafed  violence  of  the  inflammation 
is  not  entirely  owing  to  i.ts  enlarged  moles,  and  in- 
creafed pow'er  of  acftion,  but  arifes  likewife  from 
another  caufe,  which  I will  now  explain.  The  ad- 
ventitious globular  particles  of  blood  augment  the  re- 
fiftance  of  the  part  to  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
which  is  continually  impelled  into  the  veflels  of  the 
conjunctiva.  This  increafed  reflftance  muft  add  to 
the  violence  of  the  complaint.  To  prove  this,  we 
need  only  obferve,  that  the  fhock  of  the  fecond, 
againft  the  preceding  column  of  blood,  muft  now  be 
more  violent,  and  the  efforts  of  the  Tides  of  the  veflels 
more  confiderable.  This  obfervation  is  juftified  by 
■experience.  Thus  the  impreflion  made  by  a body  in 
motion  upon  another  body,  is  proportioned  to  the  re- 
flftance. A fly  on  the  wing  eludes  the  action  of  the 
ffloft  powerful  agents,  but  is  eafily  crulhed  by  the  body 
to  which  it  oppofes  any  reflftance.  Therefore  the 
fhock  of  the  blood  muft  be  more  violent  when  impel- 
led into  the  inflamed  part,  where  it  meets  with  greater 
reflftance. 

Again,  experience  teaches  that  the  preffure  of 
fluids  on  the  Tides  of  the  tubes  is  proportioned  to 
the  force  with  which  they  are  impelled,  and  to  the 
reflftance  they  meet  with  in  their  motion  : there- 
fore, as  the  blood  impelled  into  the  veflels  of  the 
conjunctiva  acts  with  greater  force  on  that  which 
it  finds  there,  fo  it  prefles  with  greater  violence  on 
the  fides  of  the  tubes  that  receive  it.  But  as  the 
inflammation  is  proportioned  to  the  impetuofity 
with  which  the  blood  aCts  on  the  part  aftecfted,  all 
the  fymptoms  of  the  diforder  mult  be  increafed  ; 
and  as  the  aCtion  muft  neceffarily  be  in  proportion 
to  the  reflftance  of  the  inflamed  part,  it  follows, 
that  the  blood,  which  is  impelled  in  o it  by  the 
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application  of  emollient  cataplafms,  cannot  fail  to  in- 
creafe  the  inflammation  of  the  eye,  which  we  under- 
took to  prove.  That  thefe  applications  really  produce 
the  effect  juft  mentioned,  and  that  they  a<ft  in  the 
manner  we  have  explained,  may  be  gathered  not  only 
from  what  we  have  faid  above,  but  from  the  increafed 
fymptoms  of  eryfipelatous  tumours,  when  treated  with 
relaxing  cataplafms. 

Among  the  many  honourable  teftimonies 
which  have  been  given  to  my  medicine,  I 
cannot  refufe  a place  to  one,  which  I acci- 
dentally met  with  in  an  Effay  juft  publifhed 
by  Mr.  Paul,  a correfpondent  of  the  Royal 
Academy. 

O F all  the  medicines  I have  ufed  for  diflolving 
the  coagulum,  no  one  has  fucceeded  better  than  fal 
ammoniac  ; but  I am  not  clear  that  this  fait  can 
be  of  any  ufe  in  cafes  accompanied  with  inflamma- 
tion ; though  Mr.  Malouin,  in  his  Treatife  of  Che- 
miftry,  gives  it  the  preference  to  all  other  medicines 
in  pleuretic  fevers.  Next  to  fal  ammoniac,  I have 
never  met  with  a more  powerful  difperfer  than  a 
combination  of  lead  and  vinegar,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn.  We  owe  this  dif- 
covery  to  Mr.  Goulard,  a furgeon  of  this  city,  who 
enjoys  a diftinguifhed  reputation  in  his  profeffion  ; 
and  who  propofes  to  favour  the  public  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  furprifing  effects  of  this  excellent  me- 
dicine. The  great  and  extenfive  fuccefs  he  has  met 
with  from  this  application  in  the  treatment  of  va- 
rious ailments,  caufes  it  to  be  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  moft  valuable  acquifitions  made  by  modern 
furgery.  The  medicine  itfelf  is  not  new ; but  the 
ufe  of  it  is  an  objedl  fo  interefting  and  important, 
and  yet  fo  little  known,  even  in  our  days,  that  the 
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Academy  of  Surgery  propofed  it  as  a fubjeX  for  the 
prizes  for  feven  years  together,  from  1742  to  1749. 

My  connexions  with  Mr.  Goulard,  the  friend- 
fhip  with  which  he  is  pleafed  to  honour  me,  and 
which  I value  as  I ought,  muft  not  fix  the  imputa- 
tion of  flattery  upon  this  tribute  of  praife,  fo  juftly 
due  to  his  fuperior  merit.  My  feeble  voice  only  re- 
peats what  the  Public  has  long  learned  from  the  im- 
partial breath  of  Fame,  and  muft  therefore  be  ac- 
quitted of  the  lead:  fufpicion  of  adulation.  Let  the 
hireling  and  the  fycophant  continue  to  beftow  their 
panegyricks  on  empty  titles,  and  to  found  the  names 
of  thofe  the  higheft,  who  are  enabled  by  their  wealth., 
and  inclined  by  their  vanity,  to  pay  them  bell. 
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COMPOSITION 

,\ 

OF  THE 

EXTRACT  of  SATURN. 


TAKE  as  many  pounds  of  litharge  of  gold 
as  quarts  * of  wine  vinegar  (if  made  of 
French  wine  the  better) ; put  them  together 
into  a glazed  earthen  pipkin,  and  let  them 
boil,  or  rather  dimmer,  for  an  hour,  or  an 
hour  and  a quarter,  taking  care  to  dir  them 
during  the  ebullition  with  a wooden  fpatula: 
take  the  veffel  off  the  fire,  let  the  whole  fettle, 
and  then  pour  off  the  liquor  which  is  upon 
the  top  into  bottles  for  ufe. 

I fhall  call  this  liquor  the  Extract  of  Sa- 
turn, which  is  to  undergo  a farther  modifi- 
cation, as  I fhall  diredt.  But  I muff  firft  here 
remark,  that  if  it  is  intended  to  give  this  li- 
quor the  common  confidence  of  an  Extradt, 
it  mud  be  boiled  fome  time  longer,  after  its 
reparation  from  the  mafs,  taking  care  fird  to 
filter  it  through  proper  paper.  By  following 
this  method,  it  will  become  thicker,  and  of 
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a reddifh  colour,  and  will  be  in  every  refpedt 
like  any  other  Extradt.  I doubt  much,  whe- 
ther an  Extradt  of  this  kind  can  be  drawn 
from  the  liquor  of  Saturn,  which  is  nothing 
but  cerufe,  thrown  into  a matrafs,  into  which 
is  poured  diddled  vinegar,  and  digeded  in 
hot  fand.  This  Water  of  Saturn  is  diderent 
from  the  Extradt  of  which  I am  fpeaking, 
and  its  effedts  mud  necefiarily  be  lefs  power- 
ful and  extenfive.  It  is  true,  indeed,  it  is  ufed 
againd  fome  kinds  of  inflammations,  without 
its  property  being  afcertained  ; as  its  ededts 
are  dreaded  ; being  ranked,  like  other  prepa- 
rations of  lead,  among  repellers  : but  I flatter 
myfelf,  that  the  Public  will  lay  afide  old  pre- 
judices, when  they  have  perufed  this  work  ; 
which  ferves  to  prove,  that  there  is  no  greater 
difperfer  than  the  Extradt  of  Saturn,  which 
appears  to  be  only  a very  Ample  preparation- 
of  Lead  ; and  which,  modified  after  my  me- 
thod, daily  adonifhes  the  maders  of  the  art  with 
its  effedts.  It  is  with  this  Extradt  I compofe 
various  topical  remedies ; and  as  I give  it  the 
preference  to  all  others,  for  the  treatment  of 
almod  all  chirurgical  diforders,  l fhall  give  a 
more  circumdantial  account  of  the  various 
Formula,  as  is  general  on  the  like  occafions. 

I fhall  remark  dill  farther,  that  many  of  the 
various  modifications  I make  the  Extradt  of 
Saturn  undergo,  often  agree  and  concur  in 
the  treatment  of  the  fame  complaint.  After 
defcribing  each  of  the  Formulae,  I fhall  fpeci- 
fy  the  diforders  to  which  it  is  applicable. 
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FORMULA  the  FIRST. 


Compofition  of  the  Water  of  Saturn y or  Vegeto- 
mineral  Water . 

O compofition  is  more  fimple  than  that 


of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water;  nor  is 
there  any  remedy  which  ads  with  equal  cele- 
rity or  efficacy.  It  is  made  by  putting  two 
tea-fpoonfuls,  or  one  hundred  drops,  of  the 
Extrad  of  Saturn  to  a quart  of  water,  and 
four  tea-fpoonfuls  of  brandy  : the  quantity  of 
the  Extrad  and  Brandy  may  be  diminifhed  or 
increafed  according  to  the  nature  of  the  difor- 
der,  or  the  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  fenfibility 
of  the  part  grieved. 

i.  The  Vegeto-mineral  Water  is  a known 
fpecific  againfc  all  external  inflammations,  and 
particularly  againlt  thofe  of  the  eye  ; but 
wrhen  it  is  made  ufe  of  for  the  latter  com- 
plaint, great  care  mult  be  taken  not  to  put 
too  much  of  the  Extrad  of  Saturn  ; for  an 
organ  endued  with  fo  great  a degree  of  de- 
licacy and  fenfibility  requires  particular  at- 
tention. What  follows  is  well  worth  every 
one’s  attention  ; for  it  is  very  certain,  that  the 
Extrad  of  Saturn  would  not  fail  to  irritate, 
if  made  ufe  of  in  too  great  a quantity; 
whereas,  on  the  contrary,  certain  and  imme- 
diate benefit  will  accrue,  by  beginning  with 
it  grade  a ly.  For  example,  put  at  firft  ten. 
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or  twelve  drops  of  it  to  a common  glafs  of 
water,  and  increafe  them  gradually,  as  the 
inflammation  is  feen  to  difperfe. 

1.  Againfl:  fluxions  of  the  membrane  of 
the  tympanum,  and  occafional  deafnefs  : tak- 
ing care,  in  thefe  cafes,  to  add  to  the  drops 
of  the  Extract,  double  the  number  of  drops 
of  camphorated  brandy;  though  common 
brandy  may  be  ufedr  as  for  ophthalmies. 

3.  For  the.  cleanfmg  of  wounds,  and 
moiflening  the  bandages  and  pledgets  before 
they  are  covered  with  the  Cerate  of  Saturn, 

4.  By  way  of  fomentation,  after  any  chi- 
rurgical  operation,  and  for  removing  pains  in 
the  fide. 

5.  For  walking  of  old,  callous,  foul  ul- 
cers, &c.  See  the  article  Ulcers.  _ 

For  wafhing  ulcerated  and  occult  cancers. 
See  the  article  Cancer. 

Againfl:  contufions  and  bruifes. 

Againfl  extravafation  of  blood,  or  echy- 
mofes. 

Againfl  a trombus,  proceeding  from  phle- 
botomy. 

Againfl  inflammations  of  the  tendons,  apo- 
neurofes,  and  ligaments. 

Againfl  phlegmons  and  abfceffes,  whether 
in  their  commencement,  or  after, 

Againfl  fprains. 

Againfl  excoriations. 

Againfl  burns. 

Againfl  the  king’s  evil. 
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Againft  inflammations  caufed  by  gun-ihot 
wounds. 

Againft  fiftulous  finufes. 

Againft  flftulas,  whether  of  the  eye  or  anus, 
or  others. 

Againft  inflammations  and  curdlings  of  the 
milk  in  the  breaks,  abfcefles  and  ulcers  of 
thofe  parts. 

Againft  the  eryfipelas. 

Againft  the  piles. 

Againft  chilblains. 

Againft  an  anchilofis. 

Againft  acontraftion  of  the  tendons. 

Againft  tumours  and  inflammations  attend- 
ing luxations  and  fradlures, 

Againft  whitloes. 

Againft  tetters. 

Againft  the  itch. 

Againft  ruptures  with  ftrangulations. 

Againft  a gangrene,  or  wounds  that  threat- 
en one. 


In  FOMENTATIONS. 

Againft  accidental  pains,  and  rheumatic 
ones. 

Againft  inflammations  of  the  mouth,  pro- 
duced by  a quinfey,  or  any  other  caufe. 

This  water  is  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  dimmer 
without  warming,  or  at  moft  the  chill  taken 
oft',  and  in  the  winter  a little  warmer. 


It 
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It  may  be  ufed  by  way  of 
Wafh, 

Injedion, 

Pumping, 

Bath, 

For  moiftening  comprefles, 
Gargarifms. 

It  is  likewife  ufed  in  the  compofition  of  a 
Cerate,  much  hitherto  wanted  in  furgery.  I 
can  fay,  with  great  truth,  that  I have  feen  the 
moft  able  Surgeons  dubious  in  their  choice 
of  proper  remedies  for  the  treatment  of  dif- 
ferent kihds  of  ulcers  and  wounds,  which  daily 
occur  in  pradice : no  one  can  be  ignorant 
how  important  fuch  a choice  muft  be,  both  ia 
regard  to  the  treatment  and  cure  of  them. 


V 

FORMULA  the  SECOND. 

Compofition  of  the  Cerate  of  Saturn.. 

TAKE  four  ounces  of  refined  wax-,  and 
a pound  of  oil ; melt  them  over  a flow 
fire,  taking  care  to  ftir  them  gently  ; let  the 
whole  cool ; then  put  four  ounces  of  the  Ex- 
trad  of  Saturn  to  fix  pounds  of  water : put 
the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  thus  made,  little 
by  little,  to  the  wax  and  oil,  which  muft:  be 
put  into  a proper  difh  for  the  purpofe  ; in- 
corporate them  well  together  with  a wooden 
fpatula,  and  take  care  to  let  the  quantity  of 
water  you  put  in  be  thoroughly,  abforbed, 

K 5 before 


2®2  A TREATISE  on  LEAD. 


before  you  put  in  any  more.  By  thus  taking 
time,  and  carefully  beating  the  whole  toge- 
ther, you  will  thoroughly  mix  the  water,  wax, 
and  oil  *. 

This  Cerate  may  be  made  ftronger  or 
weaker,,  and  occasionally  mixed  up  with 
balfams.  and  ointments,  according' to  circum- 
ftances. 

This  Cerate  of  Saturn  perfedtly  anfwers  the 
views  we  ought  to  havej  and  the  indications 
we  ought  to  fulfil,  in  the  drefi'mg  of  wounds 
and  ulcers.  To  prove  this,  I mu  ft  refer  the 
reader  to  the  Oblervations  ; by  which  he  will 
perceive,  that  the  metallic- particles,  of  which 
this  remedy  is-compofed,  adt  efficacioufly  on 
the  affedled  veftels,  and  add  to  the-ir  elafticity 
without  irritating  them ; that  they  cleanfe  • 
and  difperfe  tumours,  change- the  nature  of 
fuppurations,  even  of  fuch  as  are  fetid  and 
corrofive';  and  eafe  pain,  the  general  attendant ; 
of  wounds  and  ulcers,  cfpecially  when  feated 
on  tendinous,  aponeurotic,  and  ligamentous-, 
parts. 

See  the  celebrated  Mr.  Guerin’s  letter,  and- 
thofe  of  many  other  able  practitioners. 

B fore  I enter. into  a detail  of  the  various 
cafes  in  which  the  Cerate  is  to  be  applied,  I 
think,  it  proper  to  remark  not  only  its  .lupe^- 
riority  over  other- remedies,  but  the  great  ad- 

* It  fometimes  fo  happens,  that  the  above  quantity 
©f  oil  and  wax  will  abforb  eight  or  nine  pounds  of  the 
'Vegeto-reineral  Water. 
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vantage  the  different  hofpitals  will  reap  from 
its  cheapnefs  ; as  one  pound  of  this  Cerate 
will  not  Hand  them  in  above  fix-pence ; 
whereas  there  is  no  other  medicine,  generally 
made  ufe  of  in  place  of  this,  that' does  not 
coft  at  leaft  five  or  fix  times  as  much.  Befides 
its  property  of  healing  ulcers  and  wounds,  it 
may  be  uled  with  great  fuccefs  after  chirur- 
gical  operations,  againft  excoriations,  rednefs 
and  irritations  of  the  fkin,  ebullitions,  chap- 
ped lips,  itchings,  burns*  and  many  other  ex- 
ternal complaints  ; as  may  be  feen  in  the  Ob- 
fervations. 


FORMULA  the  THIRD; 

On  the  Cataplafm , or  Poultice. 
MONG  the  various ‘chirurgical  reme- 


dies, none  is  more  familiar  to  us,  or 
more  frequently  made  ufe  of,  than  the  Cata- 
plafm ; and  it  is  no  eafy  matter  in  general  to 
decide,  which  of  the  many  ought  to  have 
the  preference.  Emollient  and  relaxing  ones, 
applied  by^  themfelves,  as  is  generally  the 
cale,  are  often  contrary  to  the  indication  we 
ought  to  fulfil*  and  feldom  anfwer  our  inten- 
tions. Such  as  are  of  the  refolutive  kind  fome- 
times  fucceed;  but  great  judgment  is  re- 
quired in  applying  them,  otherwife  they  may 
be  very  prejudicial.  This  daily  experience 
clearly  demonfirates,  when  made  ufe  of  for 
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fchirrhous  tumours  inclined  to  be  cancer- 
ous. 

Our  cataplafm  is  liable  to  none  of  thefe  ex- 
ceptions, as  it  performs  wonders  in  many 
cafes,  and  particularly  in  confirmed  fchirrhous 
tumours,  and  occult  cancers  j as  the  Reader 
may  fee  in  the  Obfervations. 

Take  fome  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  put  it 
into  a pipkin  with  crumbs  of  bread  ; let  it 
juft  boil  3 lay  a fufficient  quantity  of  it  on 
linen,  and  apply  it  to  the  part  affected  : this 
muft  be  renewed  three  or  four  times  in  four- 
and-twenty  hours  3 and  every  time  it  is  taken 
off,  care  muft  be  taken  to  walk  the  part  with 
the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  and  particularly 
the  edges  of  the  Cataplafm  3 becaufe  the 
bread  being  dried,  often  caufes  fmall  cuta- 
neous redneffes,  which  are  of  no  bad  confe- 
quence.  When  the  weather  is  very  hot,  I 
frequently  order  it  to  be  renewed  every  three 
or  four  hours ; efpecially  when  it  is  meant  to 
difperfe  hard,  indolent,  fchirrhous  tumours. 
We  ufe  it  very  advantageoufly  for  the  cure  of 
phlegmonous  ones,  even  when  fuppurated 
againft  fuch  as  are  caufed  by  the  coagulation 
of  the  milk  in  the  breafts,  or  by  any  other 
canfe ; againft  gouty  tumours  of  the  articu- 
lations 3 and  againft  the  inflammation  of  any 
part  of  the  body  5 to  prove  which,  I refer 
the  Reader  to  the  Obfervations. 


FOR, 
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FORMULA  the  FOURTH. 

Pomatum  of  Saturn , againji  Tetters,  and  other 
Cutaneous  Diforders. 

^1'  A KE  eight  ounces  of  refined  wax,  melt 
it  by  degrees  over  the  fire  in  a proper 
veflel  j add  to  it  eighteen  ounces  of  oil  of 
rofes  ; mix  the  whole  well  together ; put  to 
this  four  or  five  ounces  of  the  Extract  of  Sa- 
turn, taking  care  to  mix  them  well  together 
with  a fpatula;  add  a drachm  of  camphor, 
which  you  muft  keep  ftirred  till  it  is  dil:- 
folved  : take  your  veflel  off  the  fire,  and  con- 
tinue to  work  it  together  till  it  is  brought  to 
a confiftency. 

This  Pomatum  may  be  made  milder,  by 
diminifhing  the  quantity  of  each  ingredient, 
according  to  the  cutaneous  diforder  you  in- 
tend to  ufe  it  for  ; you  may  likewife  add,  if 
you  think  proper,  as  much  fpring-water  as 
Extract  to  the  Pomatum. 

This  remedy-’is  fovereign  againft  Tetters, 
and  many  other  cutaneous  eruptions ; finous 
Ulcers  ; Fiftulas  ; callous,  fcrophulous,  fcor- 
butic,  and  venereal  Ulcers.  For  the  treat- 
ment of  molt  of  thefe  complaints  you  muft 
wafh  the  parts  affefted  with  the  Vegeto-mine- 
ral  Water,  and  wet  the  firlt  dreflings  v/ith  it, 
before  you  apply  the  Pomatum. 

Particular  care  muft  be  taken,  when  this 
Pomatum  is  made  ufe  of  for  old  Tetters, 

which 
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which  are  falutary  drains  of  bad  humours 
from  the  mafs  of  blood,  to  order,  at  the  fame 
time,  proper  internal. remedies.  The  fbrength 
of  the  Pomatum  may  be  increafed  or  dimi- 
nifhed  according  to  circumftances : we  mull 
likewife  here  remark,  that  it  may  be  very 
advantageoufly  applied  to  parts  threatened 
with  a gangrene. 

FORMULA  the  FIFTH. 

Nutritum  of  Saturn. 

rJ"'  A K E fix  ounces  of  litharge  of  gold,. 

reduced  to  a very  fine  powder ; put  it 
into  a mortar ; mix  five  ounces  of  oil  with 
this  litharge  ; add  eight  ounces  of  the  Vegetcr- 
mineral  Water,  which  you  mull:  pour  in  by 
degrees,  and  mix  up  with  the  reft.  This  = 
Nutritum  will  be  found  to  be  more  efficacious  - 
than  the  common  one,  as  well  againft  burns, 
as  many  difeafes  of  the  fkin,  and  difagreeable  - 
itchings ; it  is  befides  a very  great-  drier  and: 
difperfen . ® 


FORMULA  the  SIXTH. 

A Pomatum,  againft  an  Ancbilofts. 

^jpo  diffolve  the  infpiflated  fynovia  in  the 
articulations  and  lheaths  of  the  tendons, 
to.  heal  wounds  near  the  articulations,  I make 

ufe 
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ufe  of  a Pomatum  j the  effebt  of  which  has 
often  furprifed  the  mafters  of  the  art  : the 
following  is  its  compofition. 

Take  two  quarts  of  common  water,  put 
them  into  an  earthen  pipkin  j add  two  ounces 
of  the  Extrabf  of  Saturn,  and  eighteen  ounces 
of  common  foap  cut  into  dices  ; throw  them 
into  the  pipkin,  and  let  them  limmer  over,  a 
gentle  fire  : keep  the.  whole  conftantly  ftirred 
with  a fpatula,  till  the  foap  is  diffolved  ; then 
add  a drachm  of  camphor  ; and  when  that  is 
diffolved,  take  the  veffel  off  the  fire,  and  ufe 
the  Pomatum  in  the  following  manner.  Take 
fome  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  make  it  rather 
more  than  luke-warm,  put  it  into  a proper 
veffel,  and  apply  it  to  the  part,  which  you 
mud;  rub  with  your  hand,  during  the  bath, 
for  a quarter  of  an  hour ; befides  this,  it 
would  be  very  proper  to  pour  the  above 
liquor  upon  the  part  pump-fafhion.  After 
this,  cover  the  part  with  warm  linen  ; and 
an  hour  after  take  it  off,  and  apply  the  Po- 
matum, as  you  would  the  mercurial  ointment : 
then  take  fome  filver  paper,  rub  it  well  in 
your  hand  till  quite  foft,  and  cover  with  it 
the  part  affebted  ; apply  warm  linen  over  the 
whole.  Renew  this  operation  once  in  foup- 
and-twenty  hours,  till  the  cure  is  compleat, 
which  feldom  exceeds  fifteen  or  twenty  days. 
You  muft  take  care  to  foften  the  Pomatum 
remaining  in  the  pot  with  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water,  to  prevent  its  growing  dry. 


This 
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This  topic  was  much  wanted  in  furgery 
to  remove  an  Anchilofis,  which  was  generally 
ranked  among  the  incurable  diforders.  How 
often  have  1 feen  furgeons  prefcribe  emol- 
lients, oils,  and  fats,  for  thefe  complaints, 
which,  fo  far  from  relieving  them,  only  ferved 
to  increafe  the  tumefaction  ! The  Obfervations 
which  have  been  communicated  to  me,  and 
thofe  I have  made  myfelf,  on  the  effeCts  of 
\ my  metallic  remedy,  will  help  to  prove,  how 
fpecific  this  is  to  diflfolve  the  infpiflated  fy- 
novia  in  the  articulations  and  fheaths  of  the 
tendons,  which  hitherto  has  been  deemed  im- 
practicable. I have  again  a pride  in  declaring 
here,  that  it  is  to  the  Marechal  de  Richelieu 
we  are  indebted  for  the  addition  of  the  foap 
to  the  original  compofition.  This  nobleman* 
who  applies  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  every 
fcience,  adviled  me,  in  the  year  1747,  during 
my  flay  at  Genoa,  to  make  an  addition  of 
foap  to  the  old  prefcription ; thinking  it 
would  then  be  more  efficacious  to  diffolve  the 
infpilTated  fynovia.  This  conjecture  was  fuf- 
ficiently  verified  by  the  cure  of  Madame  Mo- 
rande,  who  had  been  afflicted  for  fix  years 
with  a contraction  of  the  flexor  tendons  of 
the  hand  ; from  which  fhe  was  delivered  in 
fifteen  days  by  the  above  application.  See  a 
circumftantial  account  of  this  in  the  Chapter 
on  Anchilofes.  This  Pomatum  may  be  very 
advantageoufly  ufed  againft  fchirrhous  tu- 
mours, and  others,,  which  from  a long  con- 
tinuance have  become  indurated. 


FOR- 
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FORMULA  the  SEVENTH. 

! The  Compcfttion  of  the  Saturnine  Plajler. 

rpAKE  twelve  pounds  of  wax,  melt  it  in 
a proper  kettle  ; add  three  pounds  and 
a half  of  oil  of  olives  : when  the  oil  and  wax 
are  well  incorporated,  add  eight  ounces  of 
the  Extraft  of  Saturn,  which  you  mult  pour 
in  by  degrees,  taking  care  to  keep  the  whole 
ftirred  with  a fpatula  ; add  to  this  two  drachms 
of  camphor,  which  you  mull  difTolve  with  the 
reft.  Take  the  kettle  from  the  fire,  and  dip 
linen  into  it  of  the  length  and  breadth  you 
think  proper. 

The  Saturnine  Plafters  perform  wonders, 
when  applied  to  parts  afflicted  with  rheumatic 
pains,  which  are  by  no  means  to  be  confound- 
ed with  thofe  that  are  feated  in  the  bones, 
and  are  generally  produced  by  a venereal 
caufe  ; thefe  are  lodged  too  deep  to  be  re- 
moved by  this  application  : but  parts  that 
are  weakened  and  full  of  pain,  are  much  re- 
lieved by  them  : they  are  likewife  of  great 
fervice  in  the  hofpitals,  efpecially  at  thofe 
times  of  the  year  which  forbid  the  ufe  of 
mineral  waters,  and  in  places  which  are  diftant 
from  l'uch  waters.  They  may  be  very  ad- 
vantageoufiy  ufed  in  all  cafes  in  which  the 
plafters  called  Divine  are  prefcribed  j but  with 
this  precaution,  that  the  part  affli&ed  muft  be 

firft 


2io  A TREATISE  on  LEAD. 


firft  wafhed  with  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water* 
and  at  the  fame  time  gently  rubbed:  I like- 
wife  made  life  of  them  for  the  cure  of  AnGhi- 
lofes.  After  having  anointed  the  part  affedted,. 
for  a certain  lpace  of  time,  with  the  Pomatum 
I have  appropriated  for  this  complaint,  I then 
apply  filver  paper,  well  rubbed  with  the  hand 
till  it  is  quite  foft,  which  I leave  on  for  two 
hours,  and  then  fupply  its  place  with  the  Sa- 
turnine Plafter. 

I have  already  remarked,  how  advantage- 
oufly  I made  ufe  of  the  above  Pomatum  and 
this  Plafter,.  for  an  extraordinary  contraction 
of  the  tendons  of  the  hand.  See  my  Obfer- 
vations ; as  likewife  the  cafe  of  Madame  de 
la  Gomercini,  and  that,  of  the  Chevalier 
Defquilles. 

I fhall  not  here  trouble  the  Reader  with  an 
account  of  the  different  complaints,  as  well 
rheumatic  as  others,  for  which  I have  made 
ufe  of  thefe  Plafters  with  fuccefs,  taking,  care, 
firft,  to  wafh  or  pump  the  part  with  the 
Vegeto-mineral  Water.  The  combined  vir- 
tues of  the  Extract  of  Saturn  and  foap  can- 
not fail  to  produce  the  moft  falutary  eff'edfs, 
upon  account  of  their  difperfing  and  refolving 
quality;  efpecially  when  affifted  by 'camphor, 
whofe  particles  pofiefs  fo  great  a ftiare  of  vo- 
lubility and  adtion.  See  the  Obfervations  of 
many  cures,  in  which  the  Saturnine  Plafters 
have  been  made  ufe  of. 
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FORMULA  the  EIGHTH. 

The  Pure  Extradl  of  Saturn , without  any 
Modification. 

i 

\f  O U may  apply  the  Pure  Extraft  of  Sa- 
•*  turn,  now-and-then,  to  the  bottom  of 
ulcers,  when  the  fuppuration  is  bad,  and  a 
gangrene  apprehended  : it  is  in  general  very 
efficacious  to  dellroy  fungous  flelh. 

It  may  be  likewife  ufed  againft  warts,, 
puftules,  pimples,  and  other  excrcfcences  ap- 
pearing upon  the  body. 

FORMULA  the  NINE  H. 

The  Tripharmacum  Plajier. 

THE  compofition  of  this  Plafter  is  of  a 
very  old  date an  account  of  it  may  be 
feen  in  Bauderon’s  Difpenfatory.  Many  prac- 
titioners have  ufed  it  fince,  and  particularly 
Mr.  Faget,  an  eminent  Paris  Surgeon  ; who 
did  me  the  honour,  in  the  year  1751,  to  in- 
form me  of  its  furprifing  efficacy  : he  likewife- 
fent  me  the  compofition,  which  I found  in. 
the  above  book. 
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FORMULA  the  TENTH. 

! The  Simple  Tripharmacum  Plajler. 

P IGHT  pounds  of  litharge  of  gold,  fix- 
teen  pounds  of  common  oil,  vinegar,  q.f. 
Mix  in  a proper  veffel  the  litharge  with  the 
oil  and  vinegar ; let  the  whole  boil  together 
(keeping  it  well  ftirred  with  a wooden  fpatuja) 
to  the  confidence  of  a plafter.  If  you  per- 
ceive the  litharge  not  fufficiently  diffolved,  or 
the  plafter  not  fufficiently  boiled,  add  a freffi 
fupply  of  vinegar. 

# 

«EP  <0>  o dj)  ?np  qjp  crp  cu?  cnb  qr  erp  era  ai  dtp  <-LP  cQ>  qC-  QJP 

FORMULA  the  ELEVENTH. 

The  Compound  Tripharmacum  Plajler. 

'Fj'  QU  A L parts  of  the  Ample  diachylon 
Tripharmacum  Plafter  ■,  put  them  toge- 
ther into  a proper  veffel,  with  a fufficient 
quantity  of  vinegar  ; boil  the  whole  till  the 
vinegar  is  abforbed,  and  the  Plafter  ftiff 
enough  to  be  made  into  rolls. 

To  give  this  Plafter  a red  colour,  add  to  it, 
while  in  the  veffel,  fome  colcothar  of  vitriol 
reduced  to  a very  fine  powder. 
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FORMULA  the  TWELFTH. 

On  the  Treatment  of  the  Itch. 
ARIOUS  are  the  methods  recommended 


by  medico-chirurgical  writers  for  the 
treatment  of  the  Itch.  Sometimes  the  medi- 
cines are  of  the  repelling  kind  ; fometimes 
aftringent  ones  are  mixed  up  with  repellers : 
at  other  times  corrofives  are  added  ; and  the 
mercurial  ointment  is  frequently  ufed,  either 
by  itfelf,  or  joined  to  other  remedies,  as  the 
powder  of  white  hellebore,  &c.  But  the 
Formula  which  is  generally  ufed,  and  the  one 
which  fucceeds  the  belt,  is  the  mixture  of 
flour  of  brimftone  with  oil  or  lard. 

Sulphur  is  alfo  frequently  recommended. 
All  thefe  remedies,  except  fulphur  and  mer- 
cury, which  have  alfo  their  objections,  are 
very  dangerous ; particularly  fuch  as  are  of 
the  repelling  and  aftringent  kind  ; as  they 
feem  to  contradict,  and  do  contradict  in  ef- 
fect, the  indication  we  ought  to  fulfil ; as  may 
be  feen  in  my  Chapter  of  the  Itch,  to  which 
I refer  the  Reader. 

"The  following  is  a Detail  of  my  Method  of  treat- 
ing Patients  in  the  Itch. 

First,  they  are  to  be  blooded  and  purged  ; 
then  care  muft  be  taken  to  wafh  all  the  parts 
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affedtcd  with  that  diforder,  morning  and 
night,  with  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  warm. 
If  the  weather  is  cold,  this  muft  be  done  be- 
fore the  fire,  and  the  patients  put  to  bed. 
This  method  muft  be  purfued  for  about  four 
or  five  days.  When  the  eruptions  are  very 
vifible  upon  the  furface  of  the  fkin,  an  addi- 
tion of  ingredients  is  to  be  made  to  the  Ve- 
geto-mineral Water  ; viz.  to  a quart  of  the 
above  Water,  put  half  an  ounce  of  common 
fait,  and  a drachm  of  allum  : by  this  means, 
the  Itch  will  dry  away  by  degrees,  and  will  be 
cured  in  about  eight,  ten,  twelve,  or  fifteen 
days  : I'fpeak  here  of  the  military  and  puftu- 
lous  Itch.  Sometimes  indeed  it  falls  out,  that 
fome  patients,  who  have  been  afflidted  with 
it  for  a long  time,  are  not  cured  quite  fo  foon, 
when  the  Itch  is  in  large  blotches,  and  covers, 
as  I may  fay,  partly  the  whole  body.  When 
this  is  the  cafe,  we  make  ufe  of  the  Vegeto- 
mineral  Water  without  the  addition  of  either 
the  allum  or  fait. 

When  the  Itch  is  of  the  tetter  kind,  it  is 
to  be  wafhed,  for  fome  days,  with  the  Vegeto- 
mineral  Water  ; then  it  is  to  be  anointed 
with  a Pomatum  made  after  the  following 
manner : 

Take  two  pounds  of  hog’s  lard,  four 
ounces  of  fulphur,  two  ounces  of  allum, 
and  two  ounces  of  the  Extradt  of  Saturn  : 
mix  them  all  together  thoroughly  in  a mor- 
tar, and  apply  them  once  or  twice  a day  to 
the  parts:  when  the  diforder  proves  very 
7 obftinate. 


FORMULA.  ai$ 

(©bftinate,  touch  them  with  the  pure  Ex- 
trad!. 

1 muft  here  make  a remark,  which  is  much 
to  the  advantage  of  the  king,  that  the  fol- 
diers  afflicted  with  this  diforder  may  make  ufe 
of  this  remedy  in  their  garrifons,  and  even  in 
their  tents,  without  fpoiling  their  linen,  or 
obferving  any  particular  regimen.  I have 
myfelf  lately  prelcribed  it  to  about  fourfcore 
in  the  Citadel.  Many  of  them  had  both  the 
ulcerated  and  tetterous  fpecies  of  Itch  ; not- 
withstanding which  they  were  well  in  a Short 
time  ; as,  upon  an  average,  the  cure  was  corn- 
pleated  of'  them  all  under  twelve  days,  with- 
out fpoiling  their  cloaths.  At  the  fame  time 
I cannot  help  remarking,  that  the  cold  was 
exceSTive,  and  the  weather  tempefluous  ; that 
thev  feldom  kept  within  doors,  and  many  of 
them  lived  upon  very  improper  food,  fuch  as 
garlic,  onions,  indulging  in  the  ufe  of  wine, 
tobacco,  &c. 


FORMULA  the  THIRTEENTH. 

Powder  of  the  Extract  of  Saturn. 

"|  F you  put  the  pure  Extradt  into  plates, 
A and  expofe  it  to  the  fun,  it  thickens  and 
becomes  of  a confiftency  ; you  may  then  re- 
duce it  to  powder,  which  is  very®  proper  for 
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deftroying  fungous  flefh,  and  the  callofity  of 
the  fides  of  certain  ulcers. 

We  mix  likewife  an  equal  quantity  of  thi3 
powder,  cerufe,  allum,  and  turpentine,  to- 
gether, to  help  to  cicatrize  wounds,  and  dry 
up  old  ulcers.  We  likewife  make  agargarifm 
of  the  pure  Extradt,  white  wine,  and  allum, 
to  flop  haemorrhages  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
mouth.  The  following  is  its  compofition  : 
Put  to  a quart  of  white  wine  two  ounces  of 
the  Extract  of  Saturn,  an  ounce  of  allum 
reduced  to  a very  fine  powder,  and  a good 
half  glafs  of  vinegar.  I have  often  found 
this  an  admirable  aftringent  ■,  and  very  proper 
to  ftop  haemorrhages  proceeding  from  a re- 
mote caufe,  where  there  was  no  pofll bility  of 
applying  comprefles,  ligatures,  or  any  ftrong 
ftyptic. 


FINIS. 
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ON  THE 

EXTRACT 

O F 

LEAD. 

By  G.  ARNAUD,  M.  D.  ' 

and  SURGEON. 

IT  is  not  my  intention  here  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of 
Mr.  Goulard’s  remedy.  That  is  already  too  well 
known  throughout  Europe  to  want  any  afliftance  from 
my  pen.  My  views  coincide  entirely  with  thofe  of  the 
author,  in  endeavouring  to  bring  it  to  ftill  greater  per- 
fection, by  confiderihg  it  with  more  precifenefs,  both  as 
to  its  compofition  and  ufe.  To  be  ignorant  of  thefe, 
would  be  a fault;  willingly  to  conceal  its  fuperior  vir- 
tues, would  be  an  injury  to  fociety,  and  a manner  of  pro- 
ceeding very  different  from  the  author’s,  who  has  pub- 
lifhed  all  his  knowledge  on  the  fubjedt  without  referve. 

This  medicament,  juftly  looked  upon  by  thofe  of  the 
Faculty,  who  are  free  from  prejudice,  as  the  belt  and  molt 
unjverfal  topic  in  furgery,  may  very  properly  be  fubfti- 
tuted  in  the  place  of  all  others  generally  prefcribed  ; it 
will  frequently  prove  efficacious  when  the  reft  have  failed, 
and  will  re-eftablifh  Nature,  which  they  had  difordered. 

I don’t  pretend  to  mention  this  medicine  as  a new-dif- 
covered  one  ; on  the  contrary,  we  have  received  it  from 
antiquity,  known  by  the  name  of  Acetum  Lithargiri ; 
but  by  its  having  been  ill-made,  mal-a-propos  applied, 
and  prefcribed  in  improper  quantities,  it  was  for  fame 
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time  out  of  repute:  and  without  the  aflidance  and  the 
vigilance  of  one  of  Mr.  Goulard’s  fpeculative  turn,  who 
has  had  refolution  enough  to  dem  the  torrent  of  oppofi- 
tion,  this  remedy,  like  many  others,  by  having  been  im- 
properly made,  and  as  improperly  adminidered,  would 
have  fallen  a victim  to  the  empiric.  For  want  of  proper 
vinegar,  the  bafis  of  this  medicine,  it  frequently  deceived 
the  praCtitioaer,  who,  from  not  knowing  its  properties, 
and  the  real  method  of  compofing  it,  entirely  laid  it  afide. 
But  it  has  of  late  been  too  minutely  confidered  to  be  any 
longer  negleCted,  and  is  now  looked  upon,  by  the  im- 
partial part  of  mankind,  to  be  one  of  the  greated  orna- 
ments of  the  difpenfatories,  as  well  as  the  mod  efficacious 
remedy  in  furgery.  It  is  then  to  Mr.  Goulard,  a fkilFul 
furgeon  of  Montpellier,  we  owe  its  revival  ; which  could 
never  have  been  effected  but  by  a man  of  his  eminence, 
and  like  him  exempt  from  vulgar  prejudice,  which  has 
hitherto  laid  to  the  charge  of  this  falutary  remedy,  faults, 
from  which  the  experiments  of  many  famous  in  their  pro- 
feffion  are  now  endeavouring  to  exculpate  it  in  favour  of 
mankind. 

When  this  ExtraCt  is  made  with  natural  vinegar,  and 
the  dronged  which  can  be  procured  in  the  fouth  of 
France  (where  Nature,  in  favourable  years,  and  in 
particular  cantons,  furniffies  this  vegetable  liquor  with 
more  virtues  than  any  art  of  the  vinegar-makers  can 
poffibly  endow  it  with),  it  pofiefles  all  the  difperfing, 
cooling,  and  refolving  qualities  proper  for  dividing  the 
glutinous,  dagnated  matter  in  the  obdruCted  veflels  ; it 
relaxes  them  when  too  much  contracted,  and  reltores  to 
the  folids  and  fluids  the  proportion  of  circulation  necef- 
lary  for  preferving  the  animal  ceconomy  in  a date  of 
health.  The  common  vinegars,  which  owe  their  drength 
to  armoniac  fait,  to  pepper,  and  the  dung  of  the  fea- 
thered kind,  can’t  fail  of  robbing  this  Extract  of  the 
qualities  neceflary  for  its  perfection  ; as  do  likewife 
other  factitious  vegetable  acids,  fuch,  for  example,  as 
are  brewed  in  England,  find  in  the  northern  countries, 
under  the  appearance  of  vinegar.  The  latter,  ’tis  true, 
though  not  capable  of  injuring  the  conditution,  aCt  as 
ftimulators  to  the  flomach  ; but  this  property  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  perfectly  diflolve  the  lead,  or  to  impregnate 
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thefe  metallic  particles  with  the  particular  qualities  they' 
acquire  by  the  addition  of  tartar,  natural  to  thofe  vine- 
gars, which  are  made  with  the  ftrongeft  wines  *.  I (hall 
r.ot  here  enter  upon  the  bad  qualities  which  may  be  con- 
veyed to  Lead  by  the  ingredients  made  ufe  of  in  the  com- 
polition  of  faftitious  vinegars,  which  are  brewed  according 
to  every  one’s  particular  recipe.  The  bell  argument  in 
favour  of  the  Extraft  of  Saturn  made  in  particular  parts 
of  the  fouth  of  France,  and  againft  any  other  Extraft  mada 
with  common  vinegars,  is,  that  the  tartar  of  Languedoc 
has  the  preference  in  chemical  procefl'es  ; fome  of  which 
are  in  vain  attempted  without  it.  Another  argument  ItilL 
more  corroborative  is,  that  at  Montpellier  alone  good 
verdigreafe  can  be  procured,  on  account  of  the  Angular 
property  of  its  vinegar,  and  for  fome  other  concurrent 
and  unknown  reafons,  which  help  to  diflolve  the  copper, 
the  bafis  of  the  above  drug.  For  the  fame  reafon  we  may- 
be induced  to  think  that  the  tartarous  particles  of  the 
wine  of  that  country,  being  refined  by  its  change  into 
vinegar,  may  contribute  more  efficacioully  to  diflolve  the 
% 

* Such  as  are  well  verfed  in  the  art  of  chemiftry  know,  that  natu- 
ral vinegar  contains  an  eflential  oil,  which  entirely  diflolvej  lead, 
while  its  acid  only  divides  its  parts.  Mr.  Goulard  has  difcovered  that 
it  is  the  property  of  fome  particular  vinegars  only  of  the  province  he 
lives  in,  to  perfeftly  diflolve  this  metal,  as  they  contain  more  eflential 
oil  than  the  reft;  confequently  natural  vinegars,  when  adulterated,  or 
faftitious  ones  which  receive  their  power  of  aftion  from  the  acrid  in- 
gredients only  mixed  with  them,  are  not  only  rendered  incapable  of 
perfeftly  diflolving  the  lead,  but  likewise  communicate  an  acrid  quality 
to  the  ExtraSi,  very  different  from  the  cooling  and  calming  one  natural 
to  it  when  made  with  the  beft  vinegar.  The  healing  quality  of  Lead 
is  evident  from  its  happy  effefts,  when  applied  in  its  natural  ftate  even 
to  ulcerated  cancers  ; how  much  more  efficacioully  mud  it  then  aft, 
when  its  faline  particles  are  fo  far  divided  as  to  be  capable  of  being  in- 
troduced into  the  fmaileft  vrflels,  and  there  circulate  with  the  juices? 
Thefe  they  attenuate  and  divide  fo  as  to  return  into  their  p/operdtan- 
nel ; it  is  very  neceflary,  then,  that  the  vinegar  made  ufe  of  for  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  lead,  Ihould  be  natural,  well-chofen,  and  by  no  means 
faftitious.  A chemical  analyfis  will  eafily  difeover  the  defefts  of  vi- 
negar; but  as  every  one  is  not  in  a fltuation  of  making  thefe  experi- 
ments, its  merits  may  be  afeertained  by  the  tfifte  only.  Good  vinegar, 
when  touched  with  the  tongue,  has  a pleafing  acid  tafte,  and  leaves  at 
frefhnels  in  the  mouth;  but  when  faftitious,  rather  appears  to  inflame 
the  mouth  and  throat,  which  fenfation  continues  foi  fome  time. 
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lead,  which  experience  daily  proves.  -Common  vinegars 
help  only  to  divide  it  in  part  ; fome  of  Languedoc  pro- 
perly chofen  difl'olve  it  fo  thoroughly,  that  without  any 
fediment  it  preferves  its  weight;  a certain  proof  that  it 
incorporates  itfelf  more  with  this  fpecies  of  vinegar, 
which  no  doubt  muft  render  its  efFedfs  more  efficacious. 
It  is  certainly  owing  to  this  that  the  medicine  we  fpeak 
of  pofFefFes  a cooling,  attenuating,  refolving  quality,  and 
by  no  means  a repellent  one,  as  has  been  hinted  by  cer- 
tain people.  This  requires  an  explanation,  which  will 
be  eafily  underftood  by  the  meaneft  capacity,  as  1 ffiall 
endeavour  to  exprefs  myfelf  in  the  plaineft  terms. 

When  the  lead  is  divided  only,  its  parts  are  too  grofs 
and  ponderous  to  remain  fufpended  in  the  vegetable  li- 
quid, its  vehicle ; this  caufes  it  to  fubfide  : on  fhaking 
the  bottle,  they  again  incorporate  with  the  liquid,  with- 
out fuffering  a diminution  of  their  volume  : this  volume, 
by  preventing  them  from  penetrating  to  the  vefl'els 
through  the  pores  of  the  fkin,  caufes  them  to  remain  in 
the  tifFue  of  thole  parts,  and,  by  flopping  up  the  pafTages 
of  perfpiration,  gives  rife  to  what  is  generally  termed 
repulfion.  But,  when  the  metal  is  fo  far  dilFolved  as  al- 
ways to  remain  fufpended  in  the  vegetable  liquid,  its 
parts  are  fo  fine,  and  fo  far  attenuated,  as  not  to  be  dif- 
cernible  thro’  the  moft  perfedt  microfcope  : they  then  ea- 
fily penetrate  the  pores  of  the  fkin,  follow  the  courfe  of 
the  perfpiratory  velfels,  and  put  in  motion  the  infpiffated 
and  lfagnated  fluids,  which  they  again  return  to  the  road 
of  circulation.  When  the  metallic  particles  adt  thus,  the 
aquatic  vehicles,  with  which  they  are  combined,  loofen 
the  fkin,  which  was  before  in  a date  of  too  great  tenfion, 
whilft  the  fpirituous  ones  reflore  to  the  veffels  that  elafti- 
city  of  which  they  had  been  deprived.  Thus  a refolution 
of  the  humours  is  effedted  by  means  of  tranfpiration  and 
circulation  : but  a wife  and  cautious  pradlitioner  muft  al- 
ways attend  to  the  progrefs  of  the  complaint,  when  either 
putrefadfion  or  a degree  of  malignity  is  apprehended  ; and 
care  fhould  be  always  taken  to  mix  this  with  digeftives 
for  critical  difeharges,  as  by  abating  their  heat  it  will 
prevent  the  neighbouring  parts  from  being  affedted,  and 
fecure  the  patient  againft  a coo  copious  difeharge,  which 
frequently  attends  thefe  cafes. 
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The  comparifon  made  between  the  Extract  cf  Saturn 
and  its  fait,  commonly  called  the  Sugar  of  Lead,  will  be 
found  unjuft,  when  we  conftder  that  the  latter  is  made 
with  vinegars  of  all  forts  of  wines  ; and  that  thofe  of 
Switzerland,  which  produce  the  greateft  quantity  of  this 
fugar,  are  made  of  wines  very  little  impregnated  with 
tartar,  and  that  too  of  an  inferior  quality.  But  after  all, 
is  not  this  very  fugar  of  lead,  which  is  quoted  as  a proof 
of  the  repellent  quality  to  be  found  in  our  medicine, 
made  ufe  of  by  the  ablelt  practitioners,  both  as  an  inter- 
nal and  external  medicine  ? If  fo,  with  how  much  more 
confidence  may  we  make  ufe  of  Mr.  Goulard’s  Extrad, 
properly  made,  in  the  above  circumftances?  A practice 
of  iixty  years  has  fnfticiently  convinced  me  of  its  fuperio- 
rity  over  the  fugar  of  lead,  which  I have  known  fail, 
when  the  other  has  always  anfwered  my  intentions. 

Such  as  are  thus  difpofed  to  criticife  the  moft  approved 
' remedies,  won’t  give  themfelves  time  to  refled,  that  aa 
accidental  failure  of  fuccefs  might  be  owing  to  this, Ex- 
trad  not  having  been  properly  made  in  its  commence 
ment,  or  fucceeding  precedes  ; to  its  having  been  given 
in  too  great  a quantity,  or  applied  cold,  as  indeed  the 
author  fometimes  recommends,  with  a view'  only  to  the 
temperate  climate  he  writes  in  : thus  have  thefe  people 
been  induced,  without  having  any  regard  for  themfelves, 
to  confirm  the  opinion  of  the  vulgar,  who  generally  at- 
tribute the  death  of  the  patient  to  the  laft  remedy  ; and 
thus  (hamefully  take  advantage  of  this  fallacious  argu- 
ment to  cry  down  the  good  eireds  of  the  Extrad  of  Sa- 
turn, and  to  extol  remedies  at  beft  uncertain,  often  fal- 
lacious, and  which  cuftom  alone,  the  tyrant  of  the  mind, 
authorifes  the  ufe  of,  both  againft  reafon  and  experience. 
Many  examples  might  be  brought  to  refute  what  perfons, 
otherwife  refpedable,  have  thought  proper  to  advance  to 
the  prejudice  of  this  remedy  ; but  I will  refer  the  reader 
to  many  Obfervations  given  by  the  author  in  his  Trea- 
tife,  and  take  into  confideration  here  the  firft  paragraph 
of  the  Third  Formula,  on  the  inefficacy  of  the  poultices 
generally  preferibed. 

The  proofs  I have  given  of  the  neceflity  of  procuring 
the  beft  vinegar,  and  the  rules  I fhall  lay  down  in  the  fe- 
quel,  for  the  better  making  and  ufing  this  Extrad,  having 

been1 


[ 222  ] 

been  approved  of  by  men  of  knowledge  and  rank  in  rliis 
country,  ever  intent  on  means  to  aflift  the  poorer  part  of 
mankind,  have  induced  me  to  procure  a quantity  of  it 
from  the  fountain-head  itfelf.  1 have  applied  to  Mr. 
Goulard  for  this  purpofe,  to  whom  I have  likewife  com- 
municated my  thoughts  on  the  farther  improvement  and 
ufe  of  this  remedy,  which  I have  had  the  fatisfa&ion  t# 
know  entirely  coincide  with  his.  This  concurrence  of 
ideas,  which  originally  fprung  from  a fifty  years  acquain- 
tance, having  been  fellow-ftudents  together,  has  induced 
me  to  imitate  him  on  other  occafions  *,  and  has  been 
the  means  of  his  allowing  me  to  be  the  foie  vender,  in  this 
country,  of  the  Extratt  he  himfelf  makes. 

This  topic,  which,  properly  fpeaking,  is  an  univerfal 
chirurgical  medicine,  and  eafily  procured,  has  this  triple 
advantage  over  others:  Firft,  it  colls  but  little  ; fecondly, 
it  is  prepared  in  an  inllant  ; and  thirdly,  it  may  eafily  be 
conveyed  from  place  to  place. 

Whoeveri?  provided  with  it  may  prevent  the  bad  con- 
fequences  of  bruifes,  occafioned  either  by  a fall  or  blow  : 
it  prevents  an  echymofis,  or  extravafation  of  blood,  the 
general  attendant  of  fraftures  and  dillocations,  till  proper 
aififtance  can  be  procured  to  drefs  the  patient  Jecundum 
artem : in  thefe  circumftances  it  fhould  be  made  ufe  of  in 
the  beginning,  as  it  is  a known  remedy  again!!  inflam- 
mations and  mortifications,  the  general  confequences  of 
thefe  complaints.  I lhall  not  enter  into  a detail  of  the 
other  diforders  it  will  relieve,  but  (hall  refer  the  reader  to 
Mr.  Goulard’s  Treatife  ; I fhall  only  lay  down  here  fome 
few  rules  for  its  ufe,  drawn  from  experience,  which  have 
met  with  Mr.  Goulard’s  approbation,  both  as  to  that  and 
its  compofition. 

I.  Every  one  is  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  power- 
ful effefts  of  vegetable  acids,  and  particularly  thofe  of 
vinegar,  in  regard  to  brafs,  to  deter  him  from  making 
this  Extradl  in  veflels  of  that  metal.  No  precaution  is 
fuflicient  to  prevent  the  vinegar  from  imbibing  fome  of 
the  copper  : it  is  therefore  much  more  advifeable  to  make 

• See  pages  3 and  201  of  my  Treatife  of  Diforders  of  the  Urethra 
and  Bladder,  fold  by  P.  timfly,  bookfdlcr,  in  th«  Strand,  in  12010. 
the  third  edition. 
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ofe  of  veflels  made  either  of  glafs,  earth,  or  pevVter.  5 
fhould  have  been  much  more  uneafy  about  a gentleman’s 
fervant,  who  had  fwallowed  by  chance,  the  8th  of  De- 
cember lad,  a certain  quantity  of  the  Vegeto-mineral 
Water,  had  I not  been  very  fure  that  the  Extradt  had  not 
been  made  in  a brafs  kettle,  I allured  the  mailer,  in  an- 
fwer  to  his  letter,  that  no  bad  confequence  would  enfue, 
but  that  it  would  be  advifeable  to  order  the  patient  to 
drink  fome  warm  water. 

Copy  of,Mr.  * * * *’s  Letter. 

SIR, 

0 N E of  my  fervants  has  fwallowed,  by  accident, 
fome  of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  ; are  there  any  bad 
confequeilces  to  be  apprehended  f and  what  is  beft  to  be 
done  fit  happened  about  half  an  hour  ago.  I am,  &c. 

8th  December,  1769. 

The  day  after  I received  the  following  : 

S I R, 

1 HAVE  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that  my  fer- 

vant is  perfedtiy  well  to-day  : he  felt  lad  night  fome  pains 
in  his  ftomach,  which  the  warm  water  removed  j but  no 
flitches,  no  cholics.  I am,  &c. 

9th  December,  1769, 

II.  The  external  qualities  which  charadferife  the  true 
original  Extradt  of  Saturn,  confifi  in  its  colour,  its  fmell, 
its  weight,  its  confidence,  and  its  tafle  : its  colour  is  that 
of  a ripe  Seville  orange,  its  confidence  a little  fyrupy,  its 
fmell  empy-rheumatical,  or  of  burnt  fugar,  its  weight  a 
third  part  more  than  that  of  the  vinegar  ; fo  that  a phial, 
which  holds  three  ounces  of  vinegar,  ought  to  weigh  at 
lead  five  ounces  and  two  fcruples  when  filled  with  the 
Extradt.  The  thicknefs  of  this  medicine  may  be  as  great 
adefedt  as  its  lightnefs  ; for  if  it  weighs  more  or  lefs  than 
it  ought,  it  cannot  but  deceive  in  regard  to  the  propor- 
tions made  ufe  of,  and  not  anfwer  to  the  directions  given. 
See  page  220. 

III.  When  bad  vinegar  has  imbibed  as  much  as  it  can 
poflibly  difl'olve,  the  fuperfluous  metallic  particles  are  ob- 
ferved  to  fink  to  the  boitom  of  the  bottle:  fuch  Extradt, 
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improperly  called  To,  is  but  an  imperfedt  divifion  of  the 
lead,  which  mull  be  rejedted  for  the  reafons  mentioned  in 
page  221. 

IV.  From  this  mixture  of  lead  and  vinegar  is  produced 
a Water,  called  by  the  author  Vegeto-mineral;  and  this 
Water  is  endowed  with  excellent  virtues,  when  made  ufe 
of  in  lotions,  fomentations,  injettions,  and  baths,  and 
in  the  different  Formulas  defcribed  by  Mr.  Goulard,  in 
his  Cerate,  Poultices,  Pomatums,  Liniments,  Platters, 
&c.  But  the  Water  of  which  we  are  now  (peaking,  ought 
to  be  particularly  confidered  in  its  own  natural  ftate,  be- 
fore it  is  made  ufe  of  in  its  vegeto-mineral  one.  Every 
fpecies  of  water  is  not  proper  for  this  ufe.  Rain  water, 
when  purged  and  filtered,  and  that  of  rivers,  whofe  bot- 
toms confift  of  either  fand  or  gravel,  free  from  mud,  are 
to  have  the  preference,  efpecially  after  having  been  pu- 
rified either  by  (landing  lome  time,  or  filtering  through 
proper  paper:  fpring  and  pump  water  being  impregnat- 
ed with  gypfous  or  felenitous  particles,  give  rife  to  a new 
change  of  the  metallic  ones  of  the  lead  ; and  thus  a 
white  precipitate  is  formed,  which  will  by  no  means  in- 
corporate with  the  water.  “ Thefe  eft'edis,  fays  a cele- 
brated chymifl  *,  are  owing  to  a feparation  of  the* vitrio- 
lic acid  of  the  felenitcs  from  the  earth  to  which  it  was 
joined,  which  now  mixes  with  the  lead  of  the  Extrafl  of 
Saturn,  and  thus  forms  a vitriol  of  lead.  In  that  inflant 
the  vinegar  mixes  with  the  earth  of  the  felenites,  and 
they  form  together  an  acetofe-calcareous  fait ; fo  that  at 
the  fame  time  a new  difl'olution  and  a new  combination 
are  effected.  Thus  the  medicine  is  by  no  means  that  of 
the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  but  a mixture  of  vitriol  of 
lead,  acetofe  fait,  and  brandy.  On  this  occafTon  the  vi- 
triol of  lead  feems  to  defcend  in  form  of  a white  powder, 
though  it  is  in  reality  a faline  matter  difl'oluble  in  water  ; 
the  reafon  is,  that  it  cannot  be  difl'olved  without  difficul- 
ty, and  that  there  is  not  a fufficiency  of  water  to  difl'olve 
the  whole  quantity  colledted  ; the  remainder  of  the  water 
contains  in  difl'olution  a fmall  quantity  of  this  vitriol  of 
lead.  In  fine,  if  you  add  to  the  precipitate  a large  quan- 
tity of  boiling  water,  the  difl'olution  is  perfedt ; which 
proves,  that  this  precipitate  is  a faline  fubltance.”  From 
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this  argument,  founded  on  natural  philofophy,  and  con- 
firmed  by  the  experiments  of  all  who  make  ufe  of  water 
not  properly  purified,  may  we  not  conclude,  that  wa 
have  no  reafon  to  be  furprifed  that  this  remedy  has  fome- 
times  baffled  our  endeavours  ? Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary, 
a fubjeft  of  aftonilhment,  that  notwithllanding  this  acci- 
dental defed  in  its  compofition,  it  has  been  fo  frequently 
crowned  with  the  greatell  fuccefs  ? In  fine,  the  water 
which  difiolves  foap  the  moil  effedually  is  to  be  preferred, 
though  it  will  be  proper  firit  to  purify  it  well.  When  the 
Extradis  thrown  into  improper  water,  it  whitens  it  only 
for  a time,  and  then  falls  to  the  bottom,  without  being 
able  to  mix  perfedly  with  it  afrefh  ; this  water  becomes 
curdled,  and  like  four  milk  ; and  in  this  (late  it  is  by  no 
means  to  be  made  ufe  of,  as  not  at  all  likely  to  anfwer 
our  expedations.  To  this  we  may  aferibe  the  want  of 
fuccefs,  which  ferves  to  prejudice  many  againll  the  re- 
medy, and  to  pleafe  others,  who  are  by  no  means  its 
friends,  for  want  of  being  better  acquainted  with  it. 
When  proper  water  cannot  be  procured,  care  muft  be 
taken  to  diftil  others,  if  opportunity  ferves.  This  may  be 
eafily  done  with  the  common  alembic,  taking  care  to 
throw  away  fome  pints  of  the  firft  dillil  led,  as  it  is  fre- 
quently liable  to  be  foul,  by  the  uncleannefs  of  the  head 
or  the  Hill  : you  muft  likewife  take  care  to  leave  about  a 
quarter  of  it  in  the  Hill,  before  you  have  finilhed  your 
procefs,  to  prevent  the  riling  of  any  of  its  heterogeneous 
particles.  But  in  cafe  of  necefflty,  where  proper  water  ia 
not  to  be  had,  any  kind  of  water  may  be  ufed,  taking  care 
to  boil  and  filter  it  through  paper  which  is  not  ftiffened, 
till  fome  of  the  belt  water  can  be  procured  *. 

V.  No- 

* It  is  advifeable,  that  all  thofe  who  make  ufe  of  water  in  common, 
as  their  drink,  would  carefully  abftain  from  all  that  are  hard,  earthy, 
and  felenitous ; which  are  apt  to  diforder  the  ftomach,  and  give  rife 
to  ftony  concretions  in  the  kidneys  and  other  urinary  paflages,  efpe- 
cially  if  they  meet  with  any  Him/ matter.  The  only  means  of  pre- 
venting this,  is  by  diftillation,  which  will  feparate,  even  from  the 
pureft  water,  fome  heterogeneous  fubftances;  but  this  mull  be  effected 
in  balnea  maria,  with  alembics  either  of  earth  or  glafs,  taking  care  al- 
ways to  throw  away  the  two  or  three  firft  pints  that  pafs  into  the  re- 
ceiver, to  avoid  certain  heterogeneous  and  volatile  fubftances  which  rifa 
by  diftillation  with  the  firft  portions  of  water.  You  muft  likewife 
finilh  your  operation  as  foon  as  two-thirds  of  your  water  is  diftilled, 

bccaufe 
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V.  Nothing  is  of  greater  confequence  in  prefcriptions, 
than  the  afcertaining  the  juft  proportion  remedies  of  thh 
kind  bear  to  each  other:  I think  the  author  has  rather 
neglefted  this,  in  regard  to  his.  Looking  upon  it  himfelf 
as  a topical  one  only,  he  has  been  little  anxious  about 
the  quantities  ufed  in  lotions,  poultices,  &c.  for  common 
cafes  ; nor  is  it  indeed  very  material,  but  when  particu- 
lar cafes  occur  ; fuch  as  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  ears, 
throat,  and  of  other  parts  endowed  with  no  lefs  a degree 
of  fenfibility.  The  author  feems  to  have  miftaken  the 
quantity  of  Extratt  proper  for  the  occafion,  fee  page  201, 
where  he  fays,  “ For  example  (fpeaking  of  the  eyes), 
*f  put  at  firft  ten  or  twelve  drops  of  it  (Extraft  of  Saturn) 
“ to  a common  glafs  of  water,  and  increafe  them  gra- 
“ dually,  as  the  inflammation  is  feen  todifperfe”  — and 
after,  “ againft  the  defluxions  of  the  tympanum  of  the 

ear  and  occafional  deafnefs,  taking  care  in  thefe  cafes 
“ to  add  to  the  drops  of  the  Extract  double  the  number 
“ of  drops  of  camphorated  brandy,  though  common 
*'  brandy  may  be  ufed,  as  for  ophthalmies." 

The  indefinite  meafure  of  a glafs  of  water  gives  here 
an  equivocal  fenfe.  It  is  always  improper  to  prefcribe  a 
remedy  by  meafure,  when  it  is  to  be  ufed  with  circum- 
fpettion.  Nothing  can  be  afcertained  by  a glafs  of  ’water , 
a coffee  fpoonful,  or  drops.  Thefe  meafures  contain  more 
or  lefs,  according  to  the  different  places  they  are  ufed  in  ; 
and  drops  may  vary  according  to  the  confidence  of  the 
Extract.  As  all  meafures,  then,  vary,  and  even  in  the- 
fame  country,  care  mull  be  taken,  where  it  is  poflible,  to 
make  ufe  of  weights,  and  to  reduce  foreign  ones  to  thofe 
of  the  country  we  live  in.  The  author  himfelf  has  fol- 
lowed the  weights  and  meafures  of  the  country  he  inha- 
bits ; I will  follow  the  Englifh  one  called  Troy  *,  as  it 

Becaufc  what  remains  in  the  ftill  muft  be  impregnated  more  or  lef» 
with  noxious  particles,  which  the  water  might  imbibe,  was  you  to 
continue  your  procel’s  any  longer.  The  water  thus  diftilled  muft  be 
put  into  bottles  well  wafhed,  and  rinfed  with  the  above  diftilled  water. 
Thefe  bottles  muft  be  flopped  with  a glafs  ftopple.  1/  the  water  has 
been  well  diftilled,  it  will  preferve  its  limpidity,  after  you  have  poured 
into  it  fome  drops  of  the  folution  of  mercury  by  fpirit  of  nitre.  This 
experiment  muft  be  made  upon  a fmall  quantity  of  the  diftilled  water. 

* Called  in  French  Poidt  dc  or  filverfmiths  weight.  The. 

feme  is  ufed  in  Paris. 
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lias  more  affinity  to  the  Montpellier  weight,  being  divide 
ed,  like  that,  into  ounces,  drachms,  fcruples,  and  grains. 
The  Troy  pound,  indeed,  contains  only  twelve  ounces, 
and  the  Montpellier  fixteen  ; but  in  the  ounce  there  is 
only  a difference  of  feven  grains  and  an  half,  the  Troy 
ounce  being  fo  much  heavier  than  the  Montpellier.  In 
the  drachm  the  difference  is  lefs  than  a grain,  in  the  fcru- 
ple  not  a third  of  one.  The  grain  differs  more  in  pro- 
portion, as  the  Montpellier  fcruple  is  divided  into  twenty- 
* four  grains,  and  the  Troy  fcruple  into  only  twenty  ; but 
for  the  fatisfadlion  of  thofe  who  may  be  curious  to  know 
the  exadl  difference  between  the  Englilh  and  Montpellier 
weights,  I have  added  a table,  in  which  is  expreffed 
the  value  of  the  Montpellier  pound,  half  pound,  ounce, 
drachm,  and  grains,  both  in  Troy  and  Avoir- du-Pois 
weight,  as  likewife  the  feveral  values  of  thefe  forts  of 
weights,  compared  with  the  Montpellier,  and  with  each 
other  ; and  this  I imagine  will  be  the  more  welcome,  as 
moll  of  the  authors  who  treat  of  the  comparifon  of  En- 
gliffi  and  French  weights,  are  more  likely  to  miflead  than 
to  inform  their  readers.  I cannot  help  remarking  here, 
that  the  origin  of  different  weights  arofe  from  the  ancient 
cuftom  of  regulating  them  by  that  of  a barley-corn, 
which  ferved  as  a ftandard  for  all  the  reft,  by  multiplying 
them  into  carats,  fcruples,  drachms,  ounces,  pounds, 
&c.  but  as  it  neceffarily  happened,  that  the  barley-corns 
made  ufe  of  in  different  countries,  weighed  more  or  lefs 
on  account  of  their  fize,  moifture,  or  drynefs,  it  gave 
rife  to  the  difference  of  weights  ; and  made  it  difficult  to 
afcertain  precifely  thofe  of  different  countries.  It  is  much' 
to  be  wilhed  that  the  different  powers  of  Europe  would 
come  to  a general  regulation  of  weights  ; it  would  be 
a change  of  much  greater  importance  to  trade,  than 
that  of  the  old  ftile,  which  all  nations  have  not  adopted  ; 
though  there  are  none  who  would  not  find  their  account 
in  having  a general  or  univerfal  ftandard  for  meafure  and 
weight. 

But  let  us  now  return  to  the  method  of  prefcribing  the 
Extract  of  Saturn,  and  again  refume  our  fubjeft,  from 
which  this  epifode  has  fomewhat  hurried  me.  I (hall  then 
make  ufe  of  the  weight,  generally  known  by  the  name 
©f  Troy-vjeigbt.  The  proper  and  generally  prefcribed 

quantity 
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quantity  of  Extract  to  a bottle  of  pure  water  (a)  is  one 
penny-weight  (b)  if  the  Ex  trad  is  well  made,  which 
quantity  will  make  about  forty  drops  (c).  Now,  if  we 
fuppofe  the  bottle  co  weigh  twenty-nine  Troy  ounces,  and 
a glafs  of  water  to  weigh  about  three  ounces,  the  quan- 
tity of  Extract,  according  to  the  proportion  given  by 
Mr.  Goulard,  would  exceed,  or  at  leaft  be  equal  to,  that 
of  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water  prefcribed  by  him  for  com- 
mon ufes  ; when,  on  the  contrary,  the  quantity  ought  to 
be  diminilhed  confiderably.  So  that  I would  recommend, 
in  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  to  put  only  two  drops  of 
the  Extradl  to  every  three  ounces  of  water,  and  the  fame 
proportion  to  be  obferved  in  all  cafes  where  the  fenfibility 
of  the  part  is  equally  delicate  ; efpecially  fince  Mr.  Gou- 
lard has  brought  his  Extradl  to  fo  great  a degree  of  per- 
fedlion,  as  to  weigh  two  third  parts  more  than  when  this* 
book  was  written  (d). 

The  method  of  counting  the  drops  is  to  have  a cork 
bored  from  end  to  end,  through  which  pafs  a tube  about 
the  fize  of  a fmall  quill,  commonly  called' a pinion  ; this 
quill  mull  be  cut  off  at  both  ends,  like  the  o'btufa  end 
of  a tooth-pick  ; and  of  the  two  extremities  of  the  tube 
thus  cut,  one  enters  into  the  bottle,  and  the  other  re- 
mains on  the  ou.tfide  of  the  cork.  By  inclining  the  bottle- 
downwards,  and  putting  the  end  of  the  fore-hnger  upon 
the  aperture  of  the  tube,  you  may  let  the  drops  fall  at 
pleafure,  one  after  the  other.. 

Mr.  Goulard  does  not  recommend  his  Pomatum  in  oph- 
thalmies,  and  I think  with  great  reafon  : greafy  and 
oleaginous  fubftances  are  always  dangerous  in  inflamma- 
tion of  the  eyes  and  erifipelatous  complaints,  though  they 
are  equally  advifeable. for  thofe  of  the  ears:  he  ought  to 
have  recommended  the  frequent  walhing  the  eyes  extetw 
nally  with  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water,  and  keeping  a 
comprefs  conftantly  on  them,  well  wetted  with  that  water. 
This  I have  conftantly  praftifed  with  fuccefs ; but  you 
mull  be  careful  always  to  add  fome  brandy,  and  even  that 
which  is  camphorated.  This  omiflion  on  the  part  of  the 
author,  in  his  firft  prefcription,  gives  an  air  of  obfcurity 


(a)  This  ought  to  weigh  29  or  30  ounces,  (b)  The  24th  part  of  an 
ounce,  (c)  Sec  our  bill  of  diredtions,  note  page  4.  (<i)  See  the 
bill  of  dirc&ions,  page  3. 
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to  the  laft  part  of  his  fecond  paragraph,  by  patting  you  in 
mind  there  of  the  necelfity  of  making  ufe  or  brandy  in 
the  fecond  prefcription,  as  well  as  in  the  fint  ; a circum- 
ftance  he  has  entirely  omitted  I et  it  be  remarked,  that 
camphorated  brandy  on  all  occafons  is  to  be  preferred  to 
the  non-camphorated,  as  1 fhall  endeavour  to  prove  in  the 
following  article. 

VI.  It  is  my  opinion,  that  in  the  cafes  in  which  the 
author  recommends  the  ufe  of  camphire,  one  of  the  mod 
antiphlogiftic  and  atitifpafmodic  medicines  in  phyfic  or 
furgery,  he  does  not  prefcribe  it  in  large  quantities  enough. 
Camphire  is  one  of  tliofe  medicines  we  ufe  too  fpn.ngly, 
not  being  fufficiently  converfant  in  its  efleds,  which  are 
always  wonderful,  whether  made  ufe  of  externally  or  in- 
ternally. I would  recommend  a work  of  Mi.  Pouteau, 
intitled,  Mela/iges  de  Chirurgie,  which  would  convince  any 
one  of  the  good  qualities  ot  this  drug.  I know  an  li  nglilh 
gentleman,  who  not  only  preferves  himfelf  from,  but 
cures  himfelf  of,  many  complaints  by  the  uf>:  of  camphire, 
of  which  he  takes  inwardly  a large  quantity  ; and  always 
carries  about  him  a box  of  it.  When  I make  ufe  of  this 
with  the  Extract  of  Saturn,  it  is  in  large  quantities,  and 
with  fome  precautions,  different  from  tliofe  of  Mr.  Gou- 
lard. If  it  is  given  in  fmall  quantities,  it  has  no  effed:  ; 
when  mixed  with  pomatums,  cerates,  liniments,  it  is 
obliged  to  undergo  the  heat  of  the  fire,  by  which  means 
the  volatile  parts  of  it  are  evaporated  ; what  remains  of 
them  infenfibly  pall’es  away,  fo  that  in  a few  days  none  is 
left.  Whenever  the  Vegeto-rnineral  Water  is  made  ufe  of, 
I would  recommend  the  fame  quantity  of  camphorated 
brandy  as  the  author  prefcribes  of  that  which  is  not  cam- 
phorated. This  camphorated  brandy  Ihould  be  kept  in 
a bottle  well  corked  ; you  mult  be  careful  likewife  to  fill 
it  up  now  and  then,  and  fee  that  the  camphire  you  make 
ufe  of  for  this  purpofe  is  not  too  dry,  but  that  it  is  frelh, 
oily,  and  of  a Itrong  perfume. 

VII.  Mr.  Goulard  recommends  the  Vege to- mineral 
Water  to  be  warmed  only  during  the  winter,  and  to  make 
ufe  of  it  in  fummer  in  its  natural  Hate.  This  diftindion 
may  be  a very  juft  one  at  Montpellier,  and  in  other  warm 
climates;  but  in  England,  and  other  cold  countries,  it  is 
abfolutdy  neceflary  always  to  warm  it,  otherwife  the  me- 
tallic 
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tallic  particles  are  not  fo  thoroughly  divided  ; and  by  the 
water’s  being  impregnated  with  the  vegetable  parts  only, 
the  repelling  property,  with  which  it  is  reproached,  only 
remains.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  all  cold  waters  ; they 
aft  as  repellents,  by  caufing  too  great  a contraftion  in  the 
fibres  they  ought  to  relax,  and  the  colder  they  are  the 
greater  is  their  repelling  power ; but  when  warmed,  they 
are  of  a moiftening,  relaxing,  foftening,  and  refolving 
quality.  But  particular  care  mult  be  taken  not  to  exceed 
the  dofe  above  prefcribed  in  inflammatory  cafes.  Mr. 
Cofmond,  a celebrated  furgeon,  has  well  obferved,  that 
the  leaden  particles,  when  introduced  into  the  veflels  in 
too  large  a quantity,  irritate  and  force  them  fo  confide- 
rably,  as  frequently  to  add  to  the  complaint,  inftead  of 
relieving  it.  This  is  a fault  that  many,  who  are  ignorant 
of  the  effefts  of  this  remedy,  frequently  fall  into;  and  ' 
often  blame  the  medicine,  when  themfelves  are  only  in 
fault. 

In  cafes  where  the  lymph  only  is  affefted,  the  fame  pre- 
caution is  not  neceflary,  as  a drachm  or  two  ofExtraft 
more  may  be  fafely  added  to  each  bottle  of  water.  v 

VIII.  Such  as  are  little  verled  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
medical  virtues  of  metals,  are  very  apt  to  make  cofmetic 
pomatums  with  the  Vegeto-mineral  Water.  • Thefe  have 
followed  the  errors  handed  down  to  us  by  our  anceftors, 
who  have,iBade  ufe  of  lead  under  various  forms  ; others 
have  made  ufe  of  magifteries  of  pewter  and  bifmuth,  kc. 
which  have  rather  ferved  to  deftroy  the  beauty  of  the  Ikin, 
than  topreferve  it : the  reafon  is  evident ; thefe  metals,  by 
inflnuating  themfelves  into  the  pores,  there  depofe  fonie 
of  their  particles  the  molt  divided,  and  by  firlt  opening 
and  then  filling  up  thefe  pores,  fpoil  the  fincit  features. 

Thefe  metallic  particles  become  of  a black  dye,  and 
plainly  Ihew  a leaden  colour,  which  can  be  concealed 
only  from  the  eye,  by  the  application  of  white  walk 
compofedof  the  fame  drug,  which,  by  plaltering  over  the 
furface  of  the  Ikin,  adds  to  this  deformity.  The  author 
of  thefe  Remarks  begs  leave  to  caution  the  fair  fex  from 
trulting  to  thefe  pomatums,  the  compofition  of  which  is 
a fecret,  the  better  to  conceal  the  known  poifon  they  are 
fraught  with,  which  for  a Ihort  time  appears  to  anfwer 
their  intentions,  only  to  give  the  deeper  wounds  after- 
wards. 
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wards.  Time  only  can  re-eftablilh  nature,  and  the  ufe  of 
the  pomatums  defcribed  by  the  author  in  his  Treatife  on 
Ruptures,  p.  138,  by  leaving  out  the  gold  and  the  faffron  ; 
the  firlt  making  the  {kin  black,  the  other  yellow.  This 
pomatum,  without  altering  the  {kin,  fofteni  and  nourilhes 
it,  preferves  its  tranfparency,  deftroys  tetters  and  rednefs, 
fills  up  wrinkles,  and  repairs  all  damages  done  to  it,  either 
by  the  ufe  of  other  pomatums  or  paint.  This  pomatum 
is  infinitely  fuperior  to  that  of  Saturn,  or  the  cerate  for 
removing  the  piles,  for  the  fcalding  of  the  {kin,  and  to 
remove  the  fpots  which  remain  after  the  fmall-pox,  if  ap- 
plied to  it  fome  time  after  the  eruption. 

IX.  The  efficacy  of  this  remedy  againft  external  difor- 
ders  incident  to  animals,  having  been  by  Mr.  Goulard, 
and  by  the  celebrated  Mr.  Blunt,  in  his  learned  Practical 
FaVriery,  left  unnoticed.  Dr.  Arnaud  has  thought  it  a 
duty  incumbent  upon  him,  to  point  out  his  notions  upon 
fuch  diforders  of  horfes,  as  are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  men; 
fuch  as  drains,  bruifes,  blows,  inflammation  of  the  eyes, 
&c.  Several  of  the  nobility  have  adopted  the  Dodtor’s 
opinion,  diredted  the  ufe  of  the  Extract  to  fome  farriers, 
who,  aftoniffied  at  its  furprifing  effedts,  introduced  it  im- 
mediately into  their  private  pra£tice.  Their  often  re- 
peated experiments  werefo  much  the  more  fuccefsful,  as 
they  ufed  the  Genuine  Extradt  of  Saturn.  This  medi- 
cament was  foon  known,  and  as  foon  extended  into  ge- 
neral ufe  amongft  farriers  ; but  by  employing  the  fpurious 
fort,  they  often,  to  the  deltrudlion  of  the  horfe,  and  the 
diferedit  of  fo  valuable  a remedy,  entirely  mifearried,  or 
retarded  the  cure.  To  avoid  fuch  inconveniencies,  Dodtor 
Arnaud  continues  to  fell  the  true  Extradt  at  ten  {hillings 
and  fixpence  a phial,  at  his  houfe  in  Church-ilreet,  St. 
Ann’s,  Soho  ; where  may  be  had,  Mr.  Goulard’s  Vegeto- 
mineral  Water,  ready  prepared  for  horfes ; and  made  with 
diftilled  Water,  true  French  fpirit  of  wine,  and  the  finell 
camphire,  at  four  {hillingi  a quart.  Goulard’s  pomatum, 
at  ten  {hillings  and  fixpence  a gallipot  ; and  eye-water, 
at  four  {hillings  a phial  ; all  calculated  for  horfes,  with 
proper  directions  for  the  application  of  each. 


Mr.  GOULARD’s 


EXTRACT  of  LEAD, 


MADE  BY  HIMSELF, 


May  be  had  at  Mrs.  TURMEAU’s,  oppofite 
Wedgewood  and  Bentley’s  Warehoufe, 

j 

in  Greek-ftreet,  Soho. 
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